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Merchant Shipping Act 1995

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART 1

PRELIMINARY

Section

1. Short title
2. Interpretation
3. Exemption of naval ships, etc.
4. Appointment of Director of Marine
5. Appointment of surveyors
6. Delegation of powers by Authority

PART 2

SINGAPORE REGISTRY

7. Application of this Part
8. Conditions for registration of ships
9. Register of Singapore ships
10. Marking of ship
11. Application for initial registry
12. Provisional registry
13. Entry of particulars in register
14. Fees and tonnage taxes on registration
15. Documents to be retained by Registrar
16. Certificate of registry
17. Use, custody and delivery up of certificate
18. Transfer of ship and registration of bill of sale
19. Transfer to person qualified to own Singapore ship
20. Transfer to person not qualified to own Singapore ship
21. Transmission of property in ship on marriage, bankruptcy, death,

etc.
22. Order for sale on transmission to unqualified person
23. Transfer of ship or sale by order of court
24. Power of General Division of High Court to prohibit transfer
25. Mortgage of ship or share
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Section

26. Obligation of mortgagor before execution and registration of
mortgage

27. Entry of discharge of mortgage
28. Priority of mortgages
29. Mortgagee not deemed to be owner
30. Powers of mortgagee
31. Transfer of mortgages
32. Transmission of interest in mortgage in certain circumstances
33. Notice of trusts not received and equities not excluded
34. Alteration of ship
35. Procedure for registry anew
36. National colours for Singapore ships
37. Penalty for not showing colours
38. Certified copy or transcript of register
39. Correction of errors in register
40. Rectification of register by General Division of High Court
41. Delivery up of certificate on loss, etc., of ship
42. Voluntary closure of registry
43. Power of Authority to close registry and cancel certificate of

registry
44. Rules as to name of ship
45. Regulations on evidence of seaworthiness, etc.

PART 3

MANNING AND CERTIFICATION

46. Application of this Part
47. Manning and certification
48. Prohibition of going to sea undermanned
49. Unqualified persons going to sea as qualified officers
50. Production of certificates and other documents of qualification
51. Certificate obtained by fraud

PART 4

CREW MATTERS

52. Application of this Part and interpretation
53. Crew agreements
54. Regulations relating to crew agreements, engagement and

discharge of seamen

Merchant Shipping Act 19952 2020 Ed.



Section

55. Discharge of seamen when ship ceases to be registered in
Singapore

56. Payment of seaman’s wages
57. Account of seaman’s wages
58. Regulations relating to wages and accounts
59. Settlement of disputes
60. Restriction on attachment or assignment of and charge upon

crew member’s wages
61. Assignment or sale of salvage invalid
62. Allotment notes
63. Right of person named in allotment note to sue in own name
64. Right, or loss of right, to wages in certain circumstances
65. Compensation to crew member improperly discharged
66. Wages on termination of service by illness
67. Protection of certain rights and remedies
68. Remedies of master for remuneration, disbursements, etc.
69. Powers of court in case of unreasonable delay in paying crew

member’s wages
70. Provisions and water
71. Complaints about provisions or water
72. Other complaints
73. Medical stores
74. Medical treatment on board ship
75. Expenses of medical treatment, etc., during voyage
76. Drunkenness, etc., on board ship
77. Continued or concerted disobedience, neglect of duty, etc.
78. Offences committed by certain other persons
79. Defence of drug taken for medical purposes
80. Disciplinary offences
81. Appeal against fine for disciplinary offences
82. Prohibition of double prosecution
83. Payment of fines for disciplinary offences
84. Civil liability for smuggling
85. Relief and repatriation of seaman left behind
86. Limit of employer’s liability under section 85
87. Custody, etc., of property of deceased crew members
88. Disposal of property of deceased crew members
89. Official and other logbooks
90. Discharge books
91. Returns of births and deaths in ships, etc.
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