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Penal Code 1871

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Chapter 1 — PRELIMINARY

Short title

Punishment of offences committed within Singapore
Punishment of offences committed beyond, but which by law
may be tried within Singapore

Jurisdiction over public servants for offences committed outside
Singapore

Offences against State and genocide committed outside
Singapore by citizen or permanent resident

Punishment of specified offences with elements occurring in
Singapore but others occurring outside Singapore

Certain laws not to be affected by this Code

Chapter 2 — GENERAL EXPLANATIONS

Definitions in this Code to be understood subject to exceptions
Definitions to apply to this Code and other written law
Expression once explained is used in the same sense throughout
this Code

“Gender”

“Number”

“Man” and “woman”

“Person”

“Public”

[There are no sections 13 to 16./

“Government”

[There is no section 18./

“Judge”

“Court of justice”
“Public servant”
“Property”
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Penal Code 1871

“Fault element” and “physical element”

“Wrongful gain” and “wrongful loss”

“Dishonestly”

“Fraudulently”

“Reason to believe”

“Voluntarily”

“Good faith”

“Intentionally”

“Knowingly”

“Rashly”

“Negligently”

“Transferred fault”

“Strict liability”

Property in possession of spouse, clerk or servant
“Counterfeit”

“Document”

“Writing”

“Electronic record”

“Valuable security”

“A will”

“Die” and “instrument”

Words referring to acts include illegal omissions

“Act” and “omission”

Each of several persons liable for an act done by all, in like
manner as if done by him alone

When such an act is criminal by reason of its being done with a
criminal knowledge or intention

Effect caused partly by act and partly by omission
Cooperation by doing one of several acts constituting an offence
Several persons engaged in the commission of a criminal act
may be guilty of different offences

[Repealed)

“Offence”

Offence with specified term of imprisonment

“Obscene”

“Illegal”, “unlawful” and “legally bound to do”

“Injury”

“Bodily injury”

“Life”

“Death”

Informal Consolidation — version in force from 14/1/2022



3

Section

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

53.
54.

57.

71.
72.

73.
74.

T4A.
74B.

74C.

74D.

74E.
75.

76.
77.
78.
79.

T9A.

80.

Penal Code 1871 2020 Ed.

“Animal”

“Vessel”

“Year” and “month”
“Section”

“QOath”

[Repealed)

Chapter 3 — Punishments

Punishments
Imprisonment for life

[There are no sections 55 and 56.]
[Repealed]

[There are no sections 58 to 70./

[Repealed]

Punishment of a person found guilty of one of several offences,
the judgment stating that it is doubtful of which

Enhanced penalties for offences against domestic workers

Enhanced penalties for racially or religiously aggravated
offences

Enhanced penalties for offences against vulnerable persons
Enhanced penalties for offences against person below 14 years
of age

Enhanced penalties for offences against victims in intimate
relationships

Enhanced penalties for offences against victims in close
relationships

Application of enhanced penalties

[Repealed)

Chapter 4 — General Exceptions

Act done by person bound, or justified by law

Act of judge when acting judicially

Act done pursuant to the judgment or order of a court of justice
Act done by person by mistake of fact believing himself bound
or justified by law

Mistake of law or ignorance of law not defence

Accident in the doing of a lawful act
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Act likely to cause harm but done to prevent other harm

Act of a child below 10 years of age

Act of a child of or above 10 and below 12 years of age, who has
not sufficient maturity of understanding

Act of person of unsound mind

Intoxication when a defence

Effect of defence of intoxication when established

Act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or
grievous hurt, done by consent

Act not intended to cause death done by consent in good faith for
the benefit of a person

Act done in good faith for the benefit of a child or person of
unsound mind, by or by consent of guardian

Consent given under fear or misconception, by person of
unsound mind, etc., and by child

Acts which are offences independently of harm caused to the

person consenting, are not within the exceptions in sections 87,
88 and 89

Act done in good faith for the benefit of a person without consent
Communication made in good faith

Act to which a person is compelled by threats

Act causing slight harm

Chapter 44 — Right of private defence

General

Nothing done in private defence is an offence

Right of private defence of the body and of property

Extent to which right may be exercised

Right of private defence against act of person of unsound mind,
etc.

Right of private defence against deadly assault when there is risk
of harm to innocent person

Right of private defence of body

Start and continuance of right of private defence of body
When right of private defence of body extends to causing death
When such right extends to causing any harm other than death
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