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Women’s Charter 1961

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART 1

PRELIMINARY

Section

1. Short title
2. Interpretation
3. Application

PART 2

MONOGAMOUS MARRIAGES

4. Disability to contract marriages
5. Void marriages
6. Offence
6A. Marrying again during lifetime of husband or wife
6B. Cohabitation caused by deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful

marriage
6C. Marriage ceremony gone through fraudulently without lawful

marriage
7. Continuance of marriage

PART 3

SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGES

8. Persons by whom marriages may be solemnised
9. Avoidance of marriages where either party is under minimum

age for marriage
10. Marriages within prohibited degrees
11. Avoidance of marriages by subsisting prior marriage
11A. Avoidance of marriages of convenience
12. Avoidance of marriages between persons of same sex
13. Consents
14. Notice of marriage
15. Signature on notice by person unable to write or to understand

English language
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Section

16. Notice to be filed and published
17. Registrar to issue marriage licence on proof of conditions by

statutory declaration
17A. Marriage preparation programme
18. Marriage to take place within 3 months
19. Caveat
20. Proceedings if caveat entered
21. Special marriage licence
22. Requirements for valid marriage
23. Solemnisation of marriages
24. Religious ceremony

PART 4

REGISTRATION

25. Registration of marriages
26. Appointment of Registrar, Assistant Registrars and Deputy

Registrars
27. State Marriage Register
28. Registration of marriage solemnised by Registrar
29. Registration of marriage not solemnised by Registrar
30. Registration where parties have not appeared within prescribed

time
31. Copy of entry to be given
32. Unlawful registers
33. Legal effect of registration

PART 5

PENALTIES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
RELATING TO SOLEMNISATION AND

REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES

34. Omission to appear before Deputy Registrar within prescribed
time

35. Contravention of section 32
36. Interference with marriage
37. False oath, etc., for procuring marriage
38. False allegation in caveat
39. Unauthorised solemnisation of marriage
40. Offences relating to solemnisation of marriages
41. Destroying or falsifying State Marriage Register, etc.
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Section

42. Consent for prosecution
43. Correction of errors
44. [Repealed]
45. [Repealed]

PART 6

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

46. Rights and duties
47. Abolition of wife’s dependent domicile
48. Conciliation Officers
49. Duty of judge to consider possibility of reconciliation
50. Court may refer parties for mediation, etc.
51. Capacity of married women
52. Property of woman to be held by her as feme sole
53. Loans by wife to husband
54. Money and property derived from housekeeping allowance
55. Gifts by husband to wife
56. Remedies of married woman for protection and security of

property
57. Wife’s antenuptial debts and liabilities
58. Actions in tort between husband and wife
59. Questions between husband and wife as to property to be

decided in summary way
60. Married woman as executrix or trustee
61. Saving of existing settlements and power to make future

settlements
62. Legal representative of married woman
63. Liability for breach of trust

PART 7

PROTECTION OF FAMILY

64. Interpretation of this Part
65. Protection order
66. Expedited order
67. Supplementary provisions with respect to orders under

sections 65 and 66
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