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The following Act was passed by Parliament on 13 September 2021 and assented to
by the President on 28 September 2021:—

COPYRIGHT ACT 2021

(No. 22 of 2021)

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Section
1. Short title and commencement
2. Application to things existing before appointed day
3. Extension of Act to reciprocating countries
4. Exclusion of non-reciprocating countries from Act
5. Savings for other laws
6. Act binds Government
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PART 2
INTERPRETATION
Division 1 — General
Section
7. General interpretation
Division 2 — Works and performances
Subdivision (1) — Works
8. What is a work
Subdivision (2) — Authorial works in general

9.  What is an authorial work
10. What is a work of joint authorship
11. Reference to author includes all joint authors
12. What is an authorial work with an identified author

Subdivision (3) — Literary, dramatic and musical works
13. Literary work includes computer program and compilation
14. Subject matter of copyright in compilations
15.  What does a dramatic work include
16. When is a literary, dramatic or musical work made
Subdivision (4) — Adaptations of
literary, dramatic or musical works
17. What is an adaptation of a literary or dramatic work
18. What is an adaptation of a musical work
19. Adaptation of literary, dramatic or musical work includes
adaptation of substantial part thereof
Subdivision (5) — Artistic works
20. What is an artistic work
Subdivision (6) — Sound recordings
21.  What is a sound recording
22. When is a sound recording made
23. Who is the maker of a sound recording
Subdivision (7) — Films
24, What is a film; what are the visual images, sounds and
sound-track of a film

25. What is the making of a film
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Section
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.

37.
38.

39.

40.

41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
S1.

Who is the maker of a film
Subdivision (8) — Broadcasts

What does it mean to broadcast (verb)
What is a broadcast (noun)

What is a television broadcast

What is a sound broadcast

Who is the maker of a broadcast
Where is a broadcast made

When is a broadcast made

Subdivision (9) — Cable programmes

What is a cable programme
What is a cable programme service
What is inclusion in a cable programme service

Subdivision (10) — Qualifying performances and
recordings of protected performances

What is a qualifying performance
What is a recording of a protected performance

Division 3 — Acts relating to works and performances
Subdivision (1) — General

Act done in relation to work, etc., includes act done in relation to
substantial part thereof

Act done in relation to protected performance, etc., includes act
done in relation to substantial part thereof

Subdivision (2) — Copying

What is a copy of an authorial work

What is a copy of a published edition of an authorial work
What is a reasonable portion when copying a published edition
of a literary, dramatic or musical work

What is a copy of a sound recording

What is a copy of a film

What is a copy of a television broadcast

What is a copy of a sound broadcast

What is a copy of a cable programme

Copy of work includes copy of substantial part

Copy of work includes temporary or incidental copy

What is a copy of a recording of a protected performance
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Section
52.

53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.

59.
60.

61.
62.
63.

64.
65.
66.

67.
68.
69.

70.
71.
72.

73.
74.
75.

Copy of recording of protected performance work includes
temporary or incidental copy

Subdivision (3) — Publishing

What constitutes publication of an authorial work

What constitutes publication of an edition of an authorial work
What constitutes publication of a sound recording

What constitutes publication of a film

What constitutes publication of a recording of a protected
performance

Matters to be considered or ignored for publication, first
publication, and publication before death

Effect of acts done before appointed day

Specific acts that do not constitute publication

Subdivision (4) — Communicating

What does communicate mean
What does accessibility on demand mean
Who is the maker of a communication

Subdivision (5) — Broadcasting, etc.

What is doing an act by the reception of a broadcast
What is a re-transmission of a broadcast
When is a copy of a sound recording or a film used in a broadcast

Subdivision (6) — Performing

What does a performance of an authorial work include
Performance by operating receiving apparatus
Performance by operating apparatus for reproducing sounds

Subdivision (7) — Causing visual images to be seen or sounds

to be heard

Communication not included
Causing by operating receiving apparatus
Causing by operating apparatus for reproducing sounds

Subdivision (8) — Commercial acts

What is a commercial dealing in a thing

What does it mean to do an act for commercial advantage
What is a commercial rental arrangement relating to a computer
program or sound recording
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76.

T7.
78.
79.
80.

8l1.
82.

83.
84.

85.
86.
87.

88.

&9.
90.

91.
92.
93.
94.
95.

96.

Who is a paying audience for a television broadcast or cable
programme

Division 4 — Relevant persons and organisations
Subdivision (1) — Qualified individuals and persons

Who is a qualified individual

Who is a qualified person

Who is a Singapore resident

Country of residence not affected by temporary absence

Subdivision (2) — International organisations

What is a prescribed international organisation
Legal capacity of prescribed international organisation

Subdivision (3) — Educational institutions

What is an educational institution
What is the body administering an educational institution

Subdivision (4) — Persons with print disabilities

Who is a person with a print disability

What is an institution aiding persons with print disabilities
What is the body administering an institution aiding persons
with print disabilities

What is a foreign institution aiding persons with print disabilities

Subdivision (5) — Persons with intellectual disabilities

What is an institution aiding persons with intellectual disabilities
What is the body administering an institution aiding persons
with intellectual disabilities

Subdivision (6) — Public collections:
galleries, libraries, archives and museums

What is a public collection

What is an archive

What is the custodian of a public collection

Who is an authorised officer of a public collection
When is a library run for profit

Division 5 — Rights and rights infringements
Subdivision (1) — Common provisions

Who is a rights owner



