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Building Control Bill

Bill No. 51/1973

Read the first time on 28th August 1973.

An Act to amend and consolidate the law in respect of building control and for matters 
connected therewith and to repeal certain provisions of the Local Government Integration 
Act (Chapter 210 of the Revised Edition).

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent of the Parliament of 
Singapore, as follows: —

PART I

PRELIMINARY

Short title and commencement

1.  This Act may be cited as the Building Control Act, 1973, and shall come into 
operation on such date as the Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint.

Interpretation

2.  In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“arcade” includes verandah and covered passageway or footway;

“building” includes the whole or any part of any house, hut, shed, enclosure roofed 
or otherwise or any other structure whether used for the purpose of human 
habitation or otherwise, and also any wall, shoring, fence, platform, staging, 
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gate, post, pillar, paling, frame, hoarding, slip, dock, wharf, pier, jetty, landing-
stage or bridge, or any structure, support or foundation connected to the 
foregoing;

“Building Authority” means the Assistant Director (Building Control) of the 
Public Works Department;

“building regulations” means the regulations made under section 26 of this Act;

“building works” includes any kind of building construction, site formation, 
repairs, demolition, alteration, addition and every kind of building operation;

“holding” means any piece or parcel of land held or possessed under an instrument 
of title, capable of being registered under the Registration of Deeds Act (Cap. 
281), or where applicable under the Land Titles Act (Cap. 276), relating 
exclusively thereto;

“occupier”, in relation to any premises, means the person in occupation of the 
premises or having the charge, management or control thereof either on his 
own account or as agent of another person, but does not include a lodger;

“owner”, in relation to any premises, means the person for the time being 
receiving the rent of the premises whether on his own account or as agent or 
trustee for any other person or as receiver or who would receive the rent if the 
premises were let to a tenant and includes the person whose name is entered in 
the Valuation List authenticated under section 13 of the Property Tax Act (Cap. 
144);

“premises” includes messuages, houses, buildings, lands, tenements, easements 
and hereditaments of any tenure, whether open or enclosed, whether built on or 
not, whether public or private, and whether maintained or not under statutory 
authority;

“street” includes any road, square, footway or passage, whether a thoroughfare or 
not, over which the public have a right of way, and also the way over any 
public bridge, and also includes any road, footway or passage, open court or 
open alley, used or intended to be used as a means of access to two or more 
holdings, whether the public have a right of way thereover or not; and all 
channels, drains, ditches and reserves at the side of any street shall be deemed 
to be part of the street;

“unauthorised”, in relation to any building or works, means any building or works 
erected or carried out in contravention of any provision of this Act or the 
building regulations.
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Exemption

3.  The Minister may by order either generally or in any particular case exempt any 
premises or building works from any or all of the provisions of this Act.

Authorised officers

4.  The powers conferred and the duties imposed on the Building Authority under this 
Act may be exercised and carried out by any officer of the Building Control Division, 
Public Works Department, authorised by the Building Authority either generally or 
specially and subject to his instructions.

PART II

BUILDING OPERATIONS

Permission to commence or carry out building works

5.—(1)  No person shall commence or carry out any building works without the 
written permission of the Building Authority, who may in granting such permission 
impose such terms and conditions as he thinks fit.

(2)  Every person intending to commence any building works shall submit to the 
Building Authority plans and specifications prepared in accordance with the building 
regulations for the approval of the Building Authority.

(3)  The Building Authority may approve or disapprove any plans or specifications 
submitted to him under subsection (2) but no plans for the erection of a building shall be 
approved if the building is to be erected on any holding abutting on or having access to 
any new street or proposed new street unless a deposit, required to be made under 
subsection (5) of section 23 of the Local Government Integration Act (Cap. 210), has 
been made or a certificate has been issued by the Director of Public Works under 
subsection (3) of that section that a deposit is not required to be made for the execution 
of street works.

(4)  The Building Authority may give written directions to a person submitting plans 
and specifications for the erection of a building requiring that person to provide and 
construct an arcade or paved footway along any portion of the building lot which abuts 
on a street and for the purpose of ensuring compliance with this or any other written law.

(5)  The person to whom any written directions are given under subsection (4) shall 
within such period as may be specified by the Building Authority amend and resubmit 
the plans and specifications accordingly. Any plans and specifications not resubmitted as 
so amended within the specified period shall be deemed to have been disapproved by the 


