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No. S 19

FACTORIES ACT
(CHAPTER 104)

FACTORIES (SCAFFOLDS) REGULATIONS 2004

In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 68 and 77 of the Factories Act, Dr Ng 
Eng Hen, Minister of State, Ministry of Education, charged with the responsibility of the 
Minister for Manpower, hereby makes the following Regulations:
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PART I

PRELIMINARY

Citation and commencement 

1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Factories (Scaffolds) Regulations 2004 and 
shall come into operation on 1st May 2004.

Definitions

2.  In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires —

“approved scaffold contractor” means any firm or company approved by the Chief 
Inspector, by a certificate in writing, to carry out the erection, installation, re-
positioning, alteration, or dismantling of any scaffold;

“base plate”, in relation to a metal scaffold, means a plate for distributing the load 
from a standard;

“bay”, in relation to a scaffold, means the portion of the scaffold between vertical 
supports (whether standards or supports from which that portion is suspended) 
which are adjacent longitudinally;

“brace” or “bracing” means a member incorporated in a scaffold for stability;

“building under construction” means a building in respect of which building 
operations are carried on;

“climber” means a lifting equipment through which a suspension wire rope, the 
lower end of which is not anchored, passes and which is controlled either by 
friction grips or by turns of the rope around drums within the equipment;

“frame or modular scaffold” means a scaffold manufactured in such a way that the 
geometry of the scaffold is pre-determined and the relative spacings of the 
principal members are fixed;

“guard-rail” means a horizontal rail secured to uprights and erected along an open 
or exposed side of any structure to prevent persons from falling;

“hanging scaffold” means a scaffold suspended by means of lifting gear, ropes, 
chains or rigid members and not provided with means of raising or lowering by 
a lifting appliance or similar device;

“independent tied scaffold” means a scaffold, the work platform of which is 
supported from the base by 2 or more rows of standards and which, apart from 
the necessary ties, stands completely free of any building, ship or other 


