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PART I
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PRELIMINARY

Short title

1.  This Act may be cited as the Coroners Act.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“body” means a dead person, and includes any part of a person (whether or not the 
identity of the person concerned is known when the part is discovered or is 
later determined) —

(a) without which no person can live; or

(b) discovered in such circumstances or such state that it is probable that 
the person is dead,

but does not include a foetus or a still-born child within the meaning of the 
Registration of Births and Deaths Act (Cap. 267);

“cause of death” includes not only the apparent cause of death as ascertainable by 
inspection or examination of the body, but also all matters necessary to enable 
an opinion to be formed as to the manner in which the deceased came by his 
death;

“Coroner” means a Coroner appointed under section 3(1), and includes the State 
Coroner;

“forensic pathologist” means a pathologist appointed under section 4(1) as a 
forensic pathologist;

“health-care practitioner” means a person providing any of the services specified 
in the First Schedule, but does not include a medical practitioner;

“Health Sciences Authority” means the Health Sciences Authority established 
under section 3 of the Health Sciences Authority Act (Cap. 122C);

“hospital” means any premises used or intended to be used for the reception, 
lodging, treatment and care of persons who require medical treatment or care 
or who suffer from any disease, injury or disability of mind or body, and 
includes a maternity home and a nursing home;

“inquiry” means an inquiry into any death held by a Coroner under Part VI;

“investigation” means an investigation into a death conducted by a police officer, a 


