
Singapore Statutes Online Revised Edition published on 31 Dec 2008 PDF created date on: 27 Feb 2022

Private Security Industry Act
(CHAPTER 250A)

  

Table of Contents

Long Title

Part I PRELIMINARY

1 Short title and commencement

2 Interpretation

3 Act not applicable to certain persons

4 Appointment of licensing officers and assistant licensing officers

Part II PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS AND PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
AGENCIES

5 Meaning of "private investigator"

6 No person to be private investigator without private investigator’s 
licence

7 No person to supply private investigators’ services without private 
investigation agency’s licence

8 Employees who are private investigators

9 Employees who are not private investigators

10 Private investigation agency to obtain identification documents 
from client

11 Approvals required for certain security assignments



Singapore Statutes Online Revised Edition published on 31 Dec 2008 PDF created date on: 27 Feb 2022

12 Duty to keep records

Part III SECURITY OFFICERS AND SECURITY AGENCIES

13 Meaning of "security officer"

14 No person to be security officer without security officer’s licence

15 No person to supply security officers’ services without security 
agency’s licence

16 Employees who are security officers

17 Employees who are not security officers

Part IV SECURITY SERVICE PROVIDERS AND FALSE ALARMS

18 Meaning of providing security service

19 Unlicensed security service provider prohibited

20 False alarms

Part V LICENSING PROCEDURES

21 Grant and renewal of licence

22 Conditions of licence

23 Form and validity of licence

24 Revocation or suspension of licence

25 Effect of revocation or suspension of licence

26 Appeal to Minister

Part VI INSPECTIONS AND POWERS OF ENFORCEMENT



Singapore Statutes Online Revised Edition published on 31 Dec 2008 PDF created date on: 27 Feb 2022

27 Power to search premises

28 Power to arrest

29 Power to investigate

30 Monitoring powers of licensing officer

Part VII OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

31 Obstruction of search, etc.

32 Offences by bodies corporate, etc.

33 Composition of offences

34 Jurisdiction of court

Part VIII MISCELLANEOUS

35 Unlicensed private investigation agency, unlicensed security 
agency and unlicensed security service provider not to recover fees, 
etc.

36 Service of documents, etc.

37 Power to exempt

38 Amendment of Schedule

39 Regulations

40 Repeal

41 Consequential amendment to Central Provident Fund Act

42 Consequential amendment to Miscellaneous Offences (Public 
Order and Nuisance) Act



Singapore Statutes Online Revised Edition published on 31 Dec 2008 PDF created date on: 27 Feb 2022

43 Transitional and savings provisions

THE SCHEDULE Security equipment

Legislative History

PRIVATE SECURITY INDUSTRY ACT

(CHAPTER 250A)
(Original Enactment: Act 38 of 2007)

REVISED EDITION 2008

(31st December 2008)

An Act to provide for the regulation of private investigators, private investigation agencies, 
security officers, security agencies and security service providers, and for matters 
connected therewith. 

[27th April 2009]

PART I

PRELIMINARY

Short title and commencement

1.  This Act may be cited as the Private Security Industry Act and shall come into 
operation on such date as the Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint.

Interpretation

2.  In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“approved” means approved by the licensing officer;

“authorised point of departure” and “authorised point of entry” have the same 
meanings as in the Immigration Act (Cap. 133);

“bouncer” means a person who, in respect of any place of entertainment or other 
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similar premises, and as part of his regular duties, performs for reward any 
function of —

(a) screening individuals seeking entry;

(b) controlling or monitoring the behaviour of individuals; or

(c) removing individuals for behavioural reasons;

“business entity” includes —

(a) a sole proprietorship or firm registered under the Business 
Registration Act (Cap. 32);

(b) a body corporate incorporated under the Companies Act (Cap. 50); 
and

(c) a limited liability partnership registered under the Limited Liability 
Partnerships Act (Cap. 163A);

“employ” does not include sub-contract or arrange by contract, franchise or 
otherwise with another person for the purpose of that other person employing 
or providing persons;

“licence” means any of the following licences granted under this Act: 

(a) a private investigator’s licence;

(b) a private investigation agency’s licence;

(c) a security officer’s licence;

(d) a security agency’s licence; or

(e) a security service provider’s licence;

“licensed” means licensed as a private investigator, private investigation agency, 
security officer, security agency or security service provider under this Act;

“licensee” means the holder of a licence;

“licensing officer”, in relation to any provision in this Act, means any licensing 
officer appointed under section 4(1) for the purposes of that provision, and 
includes any assistant licensing officer appointed by such a licensing officer 
under section 4(2) and subject to his direction and control;

“officer”, in relation to a business entity, means —

(a) a director, partner, member of the board of management, chief 


