Registration of Criminals Act
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[29th June 1949]

Short title
1. This Act may be cited as the Registration of Criminals Act.

Interpretation
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“crime” means any offence included for the time being in the First or Second
Schedule;

“finger impression” includes thumb impression and palmar impression;

“police officer” includes an officer of the Customs and Excise Department in any
case concerning an offence or alleged offence against any law or provision of
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law which it is the function of that Department to enforce;
“principal registration area” means Singapore and Malaysia;
“register” means the register of criminals maintained in accordance with section 4;

“registrable particulars” means the particulars of any conviction, sentence,
banishment, expulsion or deportation, and any name, description, photograph,
or finger impression of, or document relating to, any person so convicted,
sentenced, banished, expelled or deported, as the case may be, and includes
particulars of any outstanding offence, whether that offence be a crime or not,
taken into consideration in determining and passing sentence on any conviction
for a crime;

“Registrar” means the Registrar of Criminals appointed under section 3, and
includes an Assistant Registrar of Criminals.
Appointment of Registrar of Criminals and Assistant Registrars

3.—(1) The President may appoint a Registrar of Criminals and such Assistant
Registrars as he may consider necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(2) The President may, with the concurrence of the government of Malaysia, appoint
an officer in the service of that government to be a Registrar of Criminals or an Assistant
Registrar for the purposes of this Act.

Register of criminals

4.—(1) The Registrar shall keep a register of —

(a) persons convicted of any crime within Singapore;

(b) persons convicted of any offence committed within, and registrable under
the law of, Malaysia;

(¢) persons ordered to be banished, expelled or deported from Singapore or
Malaysia;

(d) persons convicted of any offence in, or banished, deported or expelled
from, any place outside the principal registration area, whose registration
may be approved under section 5,

and shall record therein registrable particulars as hereinafter provided.

(2) The register shall be kept at such place or places within or without Singapore and
in such manner as the Minister may direct.

Registration of persons convicted in or banished from places outside principal
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registration area

5.—(1) The Minister may approve the registration under this Act of any person
convicted of any offence in, or banished, deported or expelled from, any place outside the
principal registration area in respect of whom any registrable particulars are furnished to
the Registrar by the officer in charge of any criminal records, register of criminals or
person in such place.

(2) Any approval given under this section may be either general, in respect of any
place or of any class of case, or special in respect of a particular case.

(3) Every general approval given under this section shall be signified by notification
in the Gazette.
Particulars to be recorded in register

6. Subject to section 7, the Registrar shall record in the register any registrable
particulars which are forwarded to him —

(a) under section 9, 11 or 12;

(b) by any officer of Malaysia who is authorised by the law of that territory to
forward those particulars for registration; or

(¢) by the officer in charge of any criminal records, register of criminals or
prison in any place outside the principal registration area and which relate
to a person whose registration has been approved under section 5.

Discretionary power to dispense with registration

7.—(1) The Commissioner of Police may in his discretion direct, either generally or
in particular cases, that any person who —

(a) has been convicted of an offence included in the Second Schedule;

(b) has upon such conviction been sentenced to a fine not exceeding $1,000
and not to imprisonment except in default of payment of the fine; and

(¢) has not previously been registered as a criminal,

need not be registered as hereinbefore provided.
[17/80]

(2) When any such direction has been given, the Registrar shall retain the registrable
particulars of that person for 6 months from the date of receipt thereof and shall then
destroy them:

Provided that the Commissioner of Police may, at any time before the expiration of
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that period of 6 months, revoke the direction, and thereupon the Registrar shall enter that
person in the register, together with the registrable particulars relating to him, in
accordance with sections 4 and 6.

Finger impressions and photograph of persons under arrest

8. Any police officer may take or cause to be taken the finger impressions and
photograph of any person under arrest who is accused of any crime, and may send those
impressions and photograph to the Registrar for identification and report.

Finger impressions and photograph of convicted persons

9. When any person has been convicted of a crime, the police officer in charge of the
case shall —

(a) take or cause to be taken the finger impressions and photograph of the
person so convicted, unless this has already been done;

(b) endorse particulars of the conviction and sentence or order upon the sheet
upon which the finger impressions have been made;

(c¢) authenticate the endorsement with his signature; and

(d) forward to the Registrar the sheet, duly endorsed and authenticated as
aforesaid, and also, if required by the Registrar, one copy of any
photograph of the person taken under section 8.

Finger impressions and photograph of discharged persons

10.—(1) When any person whose finger impressions and photograph or either have
been taken under section 8 is acquitted or discharged without a conviction being
recorded against him, the police officer in charge of the case shall —

(a) endorse particulars of the acquittal or discharge upon the sheet upon which
the finger impressions have been made;

(b) authenticate the endorsement with his signature; and

(c) forward the sheet, duly endorsed and authenticated as aforesaid, together
with the negative and all copies of any photograph of the person taken
under section 8, to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, upon the application of the person so discharged or acquitted,
deliver to him the sheet upon which his finger impressions have been made together with
the negative and all copies of any photograph taken of him and forwarded to the
Registrar as aforesaid, or, if no such application is received within 3 months from the

Singapore Statutes Online Revised Edition published on 30 Mar 1987 PDF created date on: 27 Feb 2022



