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 It is hereby notified that the President has assented to the following Act, which is 
hereby published for general information:– 

 No. 59 of 2008: National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008. 
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Act No. 59, 2008 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 10 MARCH 2009 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: 
WASTE ACT. 2008 

(English text signed by the President.) 
(Assented to 6 March 2009.) 

ACT 
To reform the law regulating waste m a n a g e m e n t in order to protect health and the 
environment by providing reasonable measures for the prevent ion of pollution and 
ecological degradat ion and for securing ecologically sustainable deve lopment ; to 
provide for institutional arrangements and planning matters ; to provide for 
national norms and s tandards for regulating the m a n a g e m e n t of waste by all 
spheres of government ; to provide for specific waste m a n a g e m e n t measures ; to 
provide for the l icensing and control of waste m a n a g e m e n t activit ies; to provide for 
the remediat ion of contaminated land; to provide for the national waste 
information system; to provide for compl iance and enforcement; and to provide 
for matters connected therewith. 

P R E A M B L E 

W H E R E A S everyone has the consti tutional right to have an envi ronment that is not 
harmful to his or her health and to have the environment protected for the benefit of 
present and future generat ions through reasonable legislative and other measures tha t— 

(a) prevent pollution and ecological degradat ion; 
(h) promote conservat ion: and 
(c) secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural resources 

while promot ing justifiable economic and social deve lopment ; 

A N D W H E R E A S waste management practices in many areas of the Republic are not 
conducive to a healthy envi ronment and the impact of improper waste management 
practices are often borne disproport ionately by the poor; 

A N D W H E R E A S poor waste management practices can have an adverse impact both 
locally and globally; 

A N D W H E R E A S sustainable deve lopment requires that ihe generat ion of waste is 
avoided, or where it cannot be avoided, that it is reduced, re-used, recycled or recovered 
and only as a last resort treated and safely disposed of: 

A N D W H E R E A S the minimisat ion of pollution and the use of natural resources 
through vigorous control , c leaner technologies , c leaner production and consumpt ion 
practices, and waste minimisat ion are key to ensuring that the envi ronment is protected 
from the impact of waste : 

A N D W H E R E A S waste under certain c i rcumstances is a resource and offers economic 
opportunit ies; 
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A N D W H E R E A S wasie and management practices relating to waste are matters that— 
• require national legislation to maintain essential national s tandards; 
• in order to be dealt with effectively, require uniform norms and standards that 

apply throughout the Republ ic : and 
• in order to promote and give effect to the right to an envi ronment that is not 

harmful to health and well-being, have to apply uniformly throughout the 
Republ ic : and 

• require strategies, norms and standards which seek to ensure best waste pract ices 
within a system of co-operat ive governance . 

BE IT T H E R E F O R E E N A C T E D by the Parl iament of the Republ ic of South 
Africa, as fol lows:— 

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

C H A P T E R 1 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N A N D P R I N C I P L E S 5 

1. Definitions 
2. Objects of Act 
3 . General duty of Slate 
4. Application of Act 
5. Application of National Environmental Managemen t Act 10 

C H A P T E R 2 

N A T I O N A L W A S T E M A N A G E M E N T S T R A T E G Y , N O R M S A N D 
S T A N D A R D S 

Part 1 

National waste management strategy 15 

6. Establishment of national waste management strategy 

Part! 
National norms and standards, provincial norms and standards and waste service 

standards 

7. National norms and standards 20 
8. Provincial norms and standards 

9. Waste service s tandards 

C H A P T E R 3 

I N S T I T U T I O N A L A N D P L A N N I N G M A T T E R S 

10. Designation of waste management officers 25 

11. Certain organs of slate to prepare integrated waste management plans 
12. Contents of integrated waste management plans 
13. Report ing on implementat ion of integrated waste management plans 
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C H A P T E R 4 

W A S T E M A N A G E M E N T M E A S U R E S 
Part 1 

Priority wastes 

14. Declaration of priority wastes 
15. Consequences of declaration of priority wastes 

Part 2 
General duty 

16. General duty in respect of waste management 

Part 3 
Reduction, re-use, recycling and recovery of waste 

17. Reduct ion, re-use, recycling and recovery of waste 
1 8. Extended producer responsibility 

Part 4 
Waste management activities 15 

19. Listed waste management activities 
20. Consequences of listing waste management activities 

Part 5 
Storage, collection and transportation of waste 

2 1 . General requirements for storage of waste 20 
22 . Storage of general waste 
23 . Waste collection services 
24. Collect ion of waste 
25. Dut ies of persons transporting waste 

Part 6 25 
Treatment, processing and disposal of waste 

26. Prohibition of unauthorised disposal 
27. Littering 

Part 7 
Industry waste management plans 30 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

Preparation of industry waste management plans by certain persons 
Preparation of industry waste management plans by organs of state 
Contents of industry waste management plans 
Notification of industry waste management plans 
Considerat ion of industry waste management plans 35 
Specification of measures to be taken 
Review of industry waste management plans 

Part 8 
Contaminated land 

35. Applicat ion of this Part 40 
.36. Identification and notilication of investigation areas 
37. Consequences of identification and notilication of investigation areas 
38. Considerat ion of site assessment reports 
39. Orders to remediate contaminated land 
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40 . Transfer of remediat ion sites 
4 1 . Contaminated land register 

Part 9 
Other measures 

42. Recognit ion p rog rammes 5 

C H A P T E R 5 

L I C E N S I N G O F W A S T E M A N A G E M E N T A C T I V I T I E S 

4 3 . Licensing authority 
44. Co-operat ive governance in waste management licence applicat ions 
45 . Applicat ion for waste management licences 10 
46. Appointment of persons to manage waste management l icence applicat ions 
47 . Procedure for waste management licence applications 
48 . Factors to be taken into account by licensing authorit ies 
49 . Decision of l icensing authorit ies on waste management l icence applicat ions 
50. Issuing of waste management l icences 15 
5 1 . Contents of waste management licences 
52. Transfer of waste management licences 
5 3 . Review of waste management licences 
54. Variation of waste management licences 
55 . Renewal of waste management licences 20 
56. Revocat ion and suspension of waste management licences 
57 . Surrender of waste management licences 
58. Waste management control officers 

59. Criteria for fit and proper persons 

C H A P T E R 6 25 

W A S T E I N F O R M A T I O N 

60. Establ ishment of national waste information system 

6 1 . Object ives of national waste information system 
62. Establ ishment of provincial waste information sys tems 
63 . Provision of information 30 

64. Access to information 

C H A P T E R 7 

C O M P L I A N C E A N D E N F O R C E M E N T 

65. Compl iance powers of Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry 

66. Waste impact reports 35 
67 . Offences 
68 . Penalties 

C H A P T E R 8 

G E N E R A L M A T T E R S 

Part 1 40 
Regulations 

69. 
70. 
7 1 . 

Regulat ions by Minister 
Regulat ions by M E C s 
General regulatory powers 


