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No. 59 of 2008: National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008.

AIDS HELPLINE: 0800-123-22 Prevention is the cure



2 Na. 32000 GOVERNMENT GAZLETTE. 10 MARCH 2009

Act No. 59, 2008 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT:
WASTE ACT. 200%

(English text signed by the President.)
{Assented to 6 March 2009.)

ACT

To reform the taw regulating waste management in order to protect health and the
environment by providing reasonable measures for the prevention of pollution and
ecological degradation and for securing ecologically sustainable development; to
provide for institutional arrangements and planning matters; to provide for
national norms and standards for regulating the management of waste by all
spheres of government; to provide for specific waste management measures; fo
provide for the licensing and control of waste management activities: to provide for
the rcmediation of contaminated land; to provide for the national waste
information system; to provide for compliance and enforcement; and to provide
for matters connected thercewith.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS everyone has the constitutional right 1o have an environment that is not
harmtul 1o his or her heath and 1o have the environment protected for the benelit of
present and future generations through reasonable Jegislative and other measures that
{«)  prevent pollution and ceological degradation:
(h) promote conservation: and
f¢) secure ccologically sustainable development and use of natural resources
while promoting justiiable ceonantic and social development:

AND WHEREAS wuste management practices i many arcas ol the Republic are nol
conducive 10 a healthy envirenment and the impact of improper wuaste management
practices are often horne disproporticnately by the poor:

AND WHEREAS poor wusle management practices can have an adverse impacl both
locally and plobally:

AND WHEREAS sustainable development requires that the gencration of waste is
avoided. or where it cannel be avoided. that itis reduced. re-used, reeyeled or recovered
and only as a last reson treated and sately disposed of:

AND WHEREAS he minimisation ol pollution and the use of natural resources
through vigorous control, cleaner 1echnologies. cleaner production and consumption
practices, and waste minimisation are key to ensuring that the environment is protected
from the impact of waste:

AND WHEREAS waste under certain circumstances is a resource and offers economic
opportunities:



4 No. 32000 GOVERNMENT GAZLETTE. 10 MARCEH 2009

Act Na. 59, 2008 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT:
WASTE ACT. 2008

AND WHEREAS wasie and management pructices relating to waste are matters that—

e require national legislation to maintun essentinl national standards;

s in order 1o be dealt with effectively, reguire uniform norms and standards tha
apply throughout the Republic; and

¢ in order to promote and give ettect to the right to an environment that 1s not
harioful o health and well-being, have o apply uniformly throughout the
Republic; and

& require strijegics, norms and standards which seek to ensure hest waste pructices
within a system of co-operative governance.

L IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of South
Altica, as tullows:—
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