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GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTE: 
[ ]  Words in bold type in square brackets indicate omissions from  
  existing enactments. 
_______ Words underlined with a solid line indicate insertions in existing  
  enactments. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

BILL 

 

To amend the Nonprofit Organisations Act, 1997, so as to amend and insert 

certain definitions; to provide for the office of the Registrar of nonprofit 

Organisations, to provide for the registration of nonprofit organisations and 

compulsory registration of foreign organisations, to provide for the Arbitration 

Tribunal for the disputes resolution; and to provide for matters connected 

therewith. 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa, as follows:— 

 

Amendment of section 1 of Act 71 of 1997 

 

1. Section 1 of the Nonprofit Organisations Act, 1997 (hereinafter referred 

to as the principal Act), is hereby amended— 

(a) by the substitution in subsection (1)(iv) for the definition of ''constitution'' of the 

following definition: 

'' 'constitution' includes a trust deed and [memorandum and articles 

of association] Memorandum of Incorporation;''; 

(b) by the deletion of the definition  of “Director”; 



This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

6  No. 46349 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 10 MAy 20223 
 

(c) by the deletion of the definition of “Directorate”; 

(d) by the substitution in subsection (1)(vii) for the definition of “financial year” of 

the following definition: 

'' 'financial year', in relation to the [Directorate] Office of the Registrar 

of nonprofit organisations, means ''a period which commences on 1 

April and ends on 31 March in the following year;''; 

(e) by the substitution in subsection (1)(viii) for the definition of “Minister” of the 

following definition: 

'' 'Minister' means the Minister [for Welfare and Population 

Development] responsible for Social Development;''; 

(f) by the substitution in subsection (1)(ix) for the definition  of “national 

department” of the following definition: 

'' 'national department' means the national department responsible for 

[welfare] social development.''; 

: 

(g) by the insertion after the definition of “office bearer” of the following definition: 

'' 'Office of the Registrar' means the body established in terms of section 4;''; 

and 

(h) by the insertion after the definition of “registered nonprofit organisation” of the 

following definition: 

'' 'Registrar' means the person designated in terms of section 8.''. 
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Amendment of section 2 of Act 71 of 1997 

 

2.  Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion of the 

word “and” at the end of paragraph (e), and the addition of the following paragraph: 

''(f) facilitating voluntary registration of nonprofit organisations and 

compulsory registration for foreign organisations operating within the 

borders of the Republic of South Africa.''. 

 

Amendment of section 11 of Act 71 of 1997 

 

3. Section 11 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the substitution 

for section 11 of the following section: 

''The Minister may prescribe benefits or allowances applicable to registered 

nonprofit organisations, after consultation with [the committees of the two 

Houses of] Parliament [responsible for welfare] and with the concurrence 

of every Minister whose department is affected by a particular benefit or 

allowance.'' 

 

Amendment of section 12 of Act 71 of 1997 

 

4. Section 12 of the principal Act is hereby amended— 

(a) by the substitution in subsection (1) of the following subsection: 

''(1) Any nonprofit organisation that is not an organ of 

state may apply to the [director] Office of the Registrar for 

registration.''; 


