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GOVERNMENTGAZETIE,4APRIL 1984 

ANIMAL DISEASES ACT. 19R4 

. r · .· . . - . ~ -: 
... . 

,; : 

To· proVide' for the ·control of animal diseases and· parasites, for 
measures to promote animal health, and for matters con· 
nected therewith. · · · · · · 

..... ·· . 

(English text signed by the State President.) 
(~sse'!ted to 20 March .1?84.) 

BE IT ENACTED by the State President' and the House of 
Assembly of the Republic of South Africa, as follows:-. ·. . . ·.·' . 
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Act No. 35, 1984 

1. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates- Definitions . 
. ; :' (i) ... animal" means any mammal, bird, fish, reptile or am-

5 phibian which is a· member of the' phylum vertebrates, 
including 'the carcass of any such animal; (xii) . 

(ii) ''animal dis'ease" means a disease to which animals are 
liable and whereby the itormal ,functions of any organ 
or the body of an animal is impaired or disturbed by 

10 . , any protozoon, bacterium, virus, fungus, parasite, 
. ; · other organism or agent; (xiv) · · . · · 

. j 
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35 

(iii) ''imimal health scheme~··means any scheme referred to 
· in section 10 (1); (xiii) ·· ' · · • 

(iv) .. animal product" meiu1s any part or portion of; or 
' . product derived froni, any animal, including any such 

. · : .,part, portion or product in ariy processed form; (xv) 
· ~ (v) .. authorized person" means any person authorized to 
~ exercise or perform any power or duty, or requested to 

·. render any service, by the director under section 3 (1); 
(xx) · t. . · 

(vi) .. contaminated thing" meansany thing other than an 
. animal' which is capable of introducing into, or spread­

. · · · ing in, the Republic, ariy ·controlled animal disease or 
parasite, or by means of which 'any such disease or any 
parasite can so be introduced or spread, including any 

. . prescribed thing contemplated in subsection (7) (a) of 
· this section; (viii) · . . : , . . . · . . 

. (vii) "controlled animal disease" means· any animal disease 
· . · · in respect of which any general or particular control 
.. · measure has been prescribed, and any animal disease 

· · · · which is 'not indigenous or native to the Republic; (ii) 
(viii) .. controlled animal or thing'~ means 'any animal. infec· 

· · · tious thing, contaminated thing, ·animal product . or 
parasite, and any progeny or product in respect there-
of; (iii) . · . . . .. · . · ~ . . . ' · · · · 

(ix) "controlled purpose" means the prevention of the 
bringing into the Republic, or. the prevention or com-

• ',.I .J'; ' I • 

·) · " 
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ANIMAL DISEASES ACTJ 19R4 

-; .. · ,_, ~ating of or control over: an outbreak or the spreading, 
· ' · -: C?r the erad(catiori; of any_ animal disease or, where ap­

plicable, of any parasite; (iv}- · . . . , .... :! .. ; 
, . (x). "controlled veterinary· act':, in relation to any animal or 

•• J 

thing, mean~ · · · · ' . · , . ~- _ ._· - · ·. _; ' · · 
(a) the isolation, detention, inspection; testing,. immu­

nization, obser:Vation, samplin'g; · marking~ treat­
. ment, care, destruction or any other' disposal of;, 

(b). the carrying 'citii of any,operat~6nor of any post­
mortem examination on; or , , ; , : . . : .. ·.; 

(c) the rendering of any service· pertaining'specially to 
the veterinary -profession refem!d, to in the· rules 

.• : i • "··made under,section.30 (1) (a). ofthe'Veterinary 
and Para-Veterinary Professions· Act, 1982 (Act 

, _. No. 19 of 1982), in respeCt of, 
- . . . .. , ·any such animal or thing. for, any controlled purpose; 

! . (v) •- .·,.. ... .. -· .. ·.. ., 
(xi) '"control 'measure·: rriearis any 'measure prescribed by 

the Minister under section 9 in relation to any control­
led purpose; (vi) . . _ _ .. _ , . , 

(xii) "conveyance" means any aircraft" ship, boat, train, 
.. motor car, van, truck; cart or other vehicle, or animal, 

. ' : or other conveyance of whatev'er f kind, including the 
fittings· and equipment and, ,in the case of an animal, 

. ... the harness and tackle, thereof; (xxxii)·" 
· (xiii) "customs officer·:_ means any ,officer as defined in sec­

··- tion 1_ (1) of the Customs_and Excise~Act, 1964 (Act 
.·' No. 91 of 1964); (xviii) . . _ ._ . _ , _ 

(xiv) "department" means the Depa:rtment of Agriculture; 
30!; '1:·(xi) - ·- __ . , _ . .. _ . . . _- -

(xv) "director" meanstheofficerin the department referred 
..... · < to in section 2 (1); (xvi) _ _.. : , . 

:("vi) · ~'Director-General'.' means the Director-General: Agri-

35 
. . : . culture; (xvii) : · · . . . . _ . , -: 

.(xvii) '~infectious thing" .means any; animal which is infected 
· · . , , .with a controlled animal di~ease_ or parasite, any animal 

product derived , or 1 obtained . from such animal by 
means of which such disease or parasite can be spread 

40 
. , • " in the Republic, and any other thing which is capable 

, , __ of. causing any such disease, including any prescribed 
_ . . animal product or thing contemplated in subsection (7) 
.. _., ·• . . (b) of this section; (vii) • . . _, . . ... -_ 

(xviii) ''land" .includes any~ building. structure, enclosure, 
-· · · . premises, harbour, jetty, wharfor.water.and, subject to 

·45 '· :· subsection(5) of this section, any adjoining land; (xxi) 

:50 

:55 

, • (xix) "manager~' means, in relation to-:-'. 

•;,t . 

'· 

_(a);. State. land, other, than State land. referred to in 
. - paragraph (a) of· the definition of "owner", the 

person having the charge,,_cont.rol or management 
• · of such land and; in relation_ to land in a common 

,,, ·•· .. pasture defined in section 1 of the Common Pas­
ture Management Act, 1977(Act No. 82 of 1977), 
the relevant pasture management committee estab­

. · lished under section 4 of that Act; ; 
(b) land in any board·area defined in section 1 of the 

- ;·; .,, ;Rural Coloured.Areas.Lawt• 1979 (Law No. 1 of 
.;, , · -1979) (Coloured Pei'sonsRepresentative Council), 

;,:· .- . : .- . .. , --~-the relevant: management board or board as 
. , • defined in the said section; _ -_ . 

. 60 -- . : . (c) _ land occupied by Blacks, other than land referred 
· · ., . . ·. · to in paragraph (d). ofthe definition of "owner"-

... 
/ ·' : 

. ;: . . - (i) _any.chi~f or headman referred to i,n section 2 
. , . , . of _ the Black. Administration Act, 1927 (Act 
-. , ··· No .. 38 of1927), in respect of such Blacks; or 

_. 65 _; . . (ii) • any _other. person having in terms of the pro-
; ·.; ... _ . visions· of any, other lawthe charge, control or 

··-· 

· · ... , ... management of such land; : . :; 
. . · (d) a:ny commonage referred to in paragraph (b) of the 

·: definition of "owner", the relevant lessee; 
·1 .'-·' 

. • . -·i·:· _, _ . . ,_ 
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·(e) any commonage or outspan not controlled by any 
institution, council or body contemplated in para­
graph (b) of the definition of "owner", any person 

5 :' 

designated in accordance with subsection (2) of 
this section; and 

i ·. ! . (f) any other land not occupied by an owner-

10 ' 
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'40 

45 .. 

50 

55 .· 

:60 

. (i) subject to subsection (3) (a) of this section, if 

.. ) 
the land is occupied by any usufructuary, les­
see, sub-lessee or any other person, such oc-
cupier; or . 

(ii) if any bossiness is· carried on on · such land 
without the charge, control or management of 
the owner, any person ordinarily present 
thereon during the normal hours during which 
the: business is carried on, and having the 
charge, control or management of the land; or 

(iii) in any case other than a ·ease contemplated in 
· subparagraph· (i) or (ii), any authorized per­

son who has been authorized or requested to 
exercise or perform any power or duty or to 

· render any service in respect of the land; (ix) 
(xx) "Minister" means the Minister of Agriculture; (xxv) 

(xxi) "officer" means any officer or employee as ' defined in 
section 1 (1) of the Public Service Act, 1957 (Act No. 
54 of 1957), acting under delegation from or control of 
the director; (i) · 

(xxii) "order" means any order referred to in se.ction 15 (1) 
. . ·which has been served on any person; (x) ·· · ·. 
(xxiii) "owner" means, in relation to-

·. l · 

(a) State land held- , · · 
· · (i). under a lease; licence· or allotment· registered 

· in a deeds registry or 'other registration office 
and containing an option to purchase such 
land; the person registered as the holder of 
such lease, licence or allotment;' 

· (ii) under · a deed of sale, the purchaser under 
such deed; 

(b) land of which any institution, council or body con­
, tempi!\ ted in section -84. (1) (f) of the Republic of 

South Africa Constitution Act, 1961. (Act No. 32 
:of 1961); is an owner as contemplated in paragraph 
(e) (i), or which is held or controlled by such insti­

. tution, council or body~ excluding any commonage 
within the area of jurisdiction of such institution, 
council or body which is leased as an agricultural 
unit for the sole account of a lessee,· any such insti-
tution, council or body; · · ·. · · : 

(c). land of which the South African Development 
·Trust referred to in section 4 of the Development 

,. Trust and Land Act, 1936 (Act No. 18 of 1936), is 
an owner as contemplated in paragraph (e) (i), or 
in respect of which ownership vests in that Trust or 
which is co-ntrolled or managed by it, that Trust; 

(d) land occupied· by Blacks, · within 'the area of- any 
Black Administration Board referred to in section 
2 of the Black Affairs Administration Act, 1971 
(Act No.· 45 of 1971), or' any community council 
referred to in section 2 of the Community Councils 
Act,-1977 (Act No. 125 of 1977), or any local auth­
ority.referred to in section 1 of the Local Author­
ities Act, 1982 (Act No. 102. of 1982), any such 

, , . council or authority having the charge, control or 
management of such land; and •. . · • . · ' 

65 ,. .. , (e) a{i) ~~h~~~~nt~~ubsecti~ns.•(3). (bJ an~--(4)of this 
section, the registered owner ofthe land or, if 
the land has been sold, the purchaser; or · 

'.; 

(ii) if the· owner: or purchaser is absent from the 
Republic or cannot· be traced, or· is a minor, 
mentally disordered person, insolvent or other-
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. . , . , .. wise incompetent in law to administer his es­
tate, or is deceased, or is a body corporate 
under judicial management or in. liquidation, 

·the agent or legal representative.of such own­
er. or. purchaser, or any: other. person· author­
ized in law to administer his estate; or, in the 
. case _of such body corporate, its judicial man­
ager or liquidator, in the Republic; 

, · ... (f> . any controlled animal or thing, or any other move­
able property, the person in whom the ownership 

,. -· in respect .ofsuch. animal, thing or property is 
vested, including the. person .having the manage­
ment, . custody. or control of such animal, thing or 
property, or having it_ in his possession for- pur­
poses of any treatment or care or, for the purposes 

. ofsections 9 (2) andll (1) (b), in the case of.wild 
. or. foreign animals found on land or among ani­

,. . .. ., :. mals, the owner or.manager; or owner, respective­
. .. . . , ly, in respect, of such land or animals; (xix) , · 

20 (xxiv) "parasite" means any organism which is detrimental to 
the health of any animal, or which is capable of causing 
or spreading any animal disease; (xxvi): · .. · ; , · . 

:.· (xxv) "permit". means any permit . issued under this Act; 
. . (xxvii). ,, . . . · , . 

25 . (xX-vi) :~place of entry" means- . , . . . ,, 

30 

35 

40 

(a) any place, road .or route designated or_prescribed 
. . tinder section 6 (1) of the Customs and Excise Act, 

1964 (Act No. 91 of 1964), through or. alorig which 
goods may be imported or enter into the Republic; 

•. . and . . .. . .· _,. ,. . ... . .. .. 
(b) ariy place determined by the director, under section 

·: , 6 (2) (a) for purposes of that section; (xxviii) 
(xxvii) "prescribe" means prescribe by. regulation; (xxxiii) . 
(xxviii) "progeny or product,, in relation to any animal, infec­

.. tiousthing other than an-animal, ,contaminated thing, 
animal product or parasite, means any other animal or 
. animal product,. other such infectious thing, . or: other 
contaminated thing, animal product or parasite, ob­
tained or derived therefrom, or. descended or produced 
by, from or _by .means thereof, whatever the connection 

. .·. . . or degree of descent or relationship; (xxxiv) . 
(xxix) ."quarantine station" means any . quarantine station es-

. tablished or declared under section 5; (xxiii) 
(xxx) "regulation" means . any, regulation made under this 

45 . ·. , Act; (xxix). . . . · . . .. 
. (xxxi) "remedy" means any stock remedy which has been 

registered under the Fertilizers, Farm Feed, Agricul­
,. . . tural Remedies. and Stock Remedies .Act, 1947 (Act 

No. 36 of 1947), including any medicine or veterinary 
50 medicine as defined in section 1 of the Medicines and 

, Related Substances Control_Act,l965 (Act No .. l01 of 
. . . 1965); (xxiv) . , . , . , . . ·; . . , , . · 

(xxxii) "scheme" means any animal health scheme; (xxx) . 
(xxxiii) -~'this . Act". includes any . regulation,: control measure 

and animal health scheme; (xxii) , . . . , 55 
(xxxiv) ','veterinarian" ... means any person who is r~gistered or 

. deemed to be registered in terms of the Veterinary and 
Para-Veterinary Professions Act, 1982 (Act No. 19 of 

. 1982), to practise the .veterinary profession of veterin-
60 arian. (xxxi) · · . . . 

. , . (2) The director may, after, ,consultation with .the Provincial 
Secretary of a province whereinany commonage or outspan re­
ferred to in paragraph (e) of the definition of "manager" in sub­
section (1) of this section is situate, designate. any person in writ-

65 _ing as manager in respect of the relevant land.. ~ : 
(3) Any person who alleges that; or who acts as if, he-
. (a). is a usufructuary, lessee, sub-lessee or occupier of land 

. referred .• to in · paragraph (f) (i) . of: the definition of 

. , "manager'-'. i~ the said subsection (1); or . . . 
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