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GoVvERNMENT NOTICE

No. 514

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
8 May 2009

TEACHER LAPTOP INITIATIVE

I, Grace Naledi Mandisa Pandor, Minister of Education, have in terms of
section 4 of the Employment of Educators Act, 1998 determined the
following conditions of service for all qualifying educators as set out in:

Annexure A : Policy relating to payment of allowance

Schedule A1 : Minimum specifications for the package:

Schedule A2 : Conditions for the teacher laptop initiative package:
Schedule A3 : Monthly allowance for the teacher laptop initiative:

)
G4
race Naledi Mandisa Pandor, MP

Minister of Education
Date: 30-04-2009
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Department of Education

Annexure A

TEACHER LAPTOP INITIATIVE POLICY

1. Every school-based educator employed in terms of the Employment of
Educators Act and who occupies a permanent post on the establishment
would be eligible to qualify to participate in the initiative.

2. The initiative will consist of a package with minimum specifications as
detailed in Schedule A1.

3. Educators will become eligible to participate in the initiative as from 1 July
2009 in a phased manner over two years.

4. PED’s will implement the allowance on a preference list of educators based
on their seniority.

5. Educators will be informed of the date from which their purchase of the
package will be eligible for an allowance.

6. Provincial education departments who have the necessary capacity may
complete the implementation process to all eligible educators within the
2009/10 financial year.

7. The commencement date of 1 July 2009 may be extended by the Minister at
the request of CTU employer party in respect of their members. Any such
extension will be published separately in a Government Notice.

8. Participants who are willing to utilize the package under the conditions as
detailed in Schedule A2 will receive a monthly allowance as detailed in

Schedule A3 for a period of 5 years.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Participants will on their own source the package conforming to the
minimum specifications in Schedule A1 from service providers approved
and listed by the registered CTU's.

The allowance will be extended for further periods of 5 years subject to
conditions as detailed in Schedule A2.

The Minister may therefore, after consulting with the Minister of Finance,
change the amount of the monthly allowance and replace the monthly
allowance as detailed in Schedule A3 for further periods of 5 years.

The allowance will only be payable on proof of adherence to the minimum
specifications as detailed in Schedule A1.

The allowance will be discontinued if the conditions as detailed in Schedule
A2 are not met. A non-negotiable default termination of allowances is
prescribed for non-compliance with prescribed conditions.

On resignation, termination or retirement the allowance will cease.
Participants may be eligible for tax rebates on the costs of the package.
Further investigation will be undertaken by the ELRC on the possibility of a
special tax dispensation for educators who participate in this scheme.

The ELRC will also discuss the implementation of the scheme with the office
of the Credit Regulator and the Financial Institution Board with the
understanding that no educator would be unduly prejudiced with the
implementation of this scheme.

Persal facilities will be made available to the educators for the direct
payment of the computer package. Educators will have to sign stop orders
made payable to the service providers.

Stop orders will only be processed to those service providers appropriately
accredited by the CTU unions in the ELRC. The unions will have to submit
to the PED and Dok lists of accredited providers for stop order purposes.
Stop orders will be approved to the maximum of three times (3X) the
monthly allowance payable to educators as per the monthly allowance as

detailed in Schedule A3.
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20. A code of conduct would be issued to all participants who access the
allowance related to the initiative. This is to ensure that the tool is utilized as
prescribed and especially to assist the educator to improve the quality of

teaching and learning.
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Schedule A1

Minimum specifications for the teacher laptop initiative package:

1. The following would constitute the minimum requirements of the package:

Requirement

Hardware and Operating System specifications (see 2 below);

«  Software and content image (see 3 below),
+  Access to Internet connectivity;

«  Use of a common domain e-mail address;
« Insurance policy covering the laptop; and

«  Proof of purchase.

2. The following specifications are to be implemented:

Specification
. 160Gb Hard Drive

+ 1024 Mb RAM

+  DVD/RW Multi-Drive (internal/externaf)

+  9"LCDscreen

+ Integrated keyboard

» Integrated 2-button pointing device (mouse)

+ Wireless LAN, Ethernet LAN, and Voice-Fax Modem

+  Built-in speakers and microphone

+  Windows XP or higher

*+ 2 USB ports

+ Integrated rechargeable battery with a battery life of 2 hours per charge

«  Three-Year Carry-In Warranty (excluding battery)




