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GOVERNMENT NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

No. 255 6 March 2009

PORTS RULES

[, Jeff Thamsanga Radebe, Minister of Transport, hereby, in terms of section 80(2) of
the National Ports Act no 12 of 2005, approve the rules made by the National Ports
Authority for the control, management of ports, the approaches thereto, for the

maintenance of safety and security, good order and the protection of the ports

environment.

These Port Rules are published for general information and compliance and will

come into operation on the date of publication.

.. % . ;9%43, R

J. Radebe

Minister of Transport
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1 Port Rules

"The Authority may, with the approval of the
Minister, by notice in the Gazette, make rules for
the control and management of ports and the
approaches thereto and for the maintenance of
safety, security and good order in ports,...”

National Ports Act No. 12 of 2005, Section 80 (2)

Transnet National Ports Authority
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PORT RULES

Issued in terms of the National Ports Act, No. 12 of 2005, Section {80){2)

CHAPTER 1: INTERPRETATION, APPLICATION AND POWERS OF THE HARBOUR

MASTER AND THE AUTHORITY ....cociicrmninniesnmemrasmunssnrassnnsencsssas snnsnnaras 1
1. | g1 r=l g ) €] -1 0[] [ U PP 1
2. ] g0 o = PP PO PR PPTSUR 6
3. FiY o]0 1o 11 oL o O PR PP 6
4. LOCALION Of FESOUICES ..uueeiiiiiirinr it iiierereeecirriaseseereesecrreesaiaessarasasarasaertaerasssssnannineenes 6
5. Powers of the Harbour Master........cuuuvrrrrriiiinrceinieeii e svereerre e eennnsssren e 7
6. Powers Of the AULROIILY ....ooivee i v e e 7
7. Compliance with the Harbour Master’s and Authority’s instructions......cccccecoreenviiinnenes 8
8. Co-operation with other authorities ..........cc.ccin i e 8
CHAPTER 2: VESSEL MOVEMENTS AND RELATED MATTERS...... T [ 8
PART A: APPLICATION ...cccoccurminncrmsmnsinmsmsssninmcnsmrasssnmsaconsnnnrans enanmrans CermrrmsErsaararues 8
9. Application of this Chapter and Part B..........ccoviininio e vennss e en e 8

PART B: THE REGULATION AND CONTROL OF NAVIGATION IN THE APPROACHES

TO A PORT iuiireurnnuimmnraricnsssmmasturacossnonnrmnsnnsntoannssnscssaasannnsnnrsssnsnyen ernssssmssasassErannrnrarir 9
10. Functions of the VTS with respect to the approaches to a port........cceeviiiiriiviniinnnennn, 9
11. Nautical charts and publications relating to the VTS ZONe ....cccovevvuiiiveiniiinininnneennns 10
12. Traffic clearance and communication wWith VTS ........ooviimiiiiie e 10
13. RepOrting t0 the VTS .. e e e 11
14. Anchoring or sojourning of vessels with nuclear material...........cccccoivveeniriciiiiniennn 13
15. Vessels may not be Unseaworthy ... e e 13
PART C: REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTERING A PORT......... CriksesrareraxsrssasaranasanavERRarans 13
16. Permission to enter @ POt ... i e s 13
17. Notices in terms of Merchant Shipping (Maritime Securlty) Regulations, 2004 to be
copied to the AULhOMEY ....vvvec e e s 14
18. NOLICE OF AITIVAL ... e s ettt e e s are e et e e s e e 14
19. Procedures to approach and enter a port if there are vessels in tow......ccceeeeevrernnnnn. 15
20, Notice of weapons, explosives and other dangerous goods on board..........cc.osseveens 16
21, Requirements for passenger VESSEIS .......c.uiiieiiiiiieerir it rr vt s e s rrrve s cee e eaes 17
22, [ o o= 1= g Te =T i T T Wl = ORI 17
23. Nautical charts and publications relating to the port........cccveivcrieiviiienin e e, 17
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24, Vessels to communicate with VTS or Port Control ......ccoeeeveveievieecveiereccireere e e eeeneens 17
25, Signals, flags and lIghtS......uvceiriiriiiie i e e e 17
26. MOOKING PIAN ..o b e e e e rareas 18
27. Weapons and explosives to be locked up and disarmed............ccocevveveeiiiiininiiecennnn, 18
PART D: VESSELS WITHIN A PORT .......cece. CNSNTeraeEreNEESaSNERSSEEESaRsERRERERRRRSELRRERRINEES i8
28. Moorings and Shore CONNECLIONS ........vcieiiiiirrircar s e e e srrein e s e s e er e e s ersrens 18
29. Vessels to have sound and efficient mooring liNes..........c.ccerevrierernimnnininnner e 19
30. Permission to shift or to immobilise within a port........cccov i, 19
31.  Notice of port movements ................ b eei e e b ii e e e e e b e e e e e e e et e b rresaraenreen 19
32. Signals, flags and lIghts.....cc.ccoiiriir e e 19
33. Harbour Master may require the movement of @ vessel.....cccouvriiiiiririinneniiiineeeenene 19
34. Explosives and pyroteChniCS. ..o e ereeee s e 19
35. VTS OF PO CONEIOLcvvnniieiiiiie it siies e s es s rcnt s eress s s e e sareavesra s sannnssssesnasenses 20
PART E: DEPARTURE FROM A PORT ..c.ciimismurirmuimnmsmmsmmanmesasrammasmassassascnssnsnsannsasses 20
36. Permission t0 18aVE @ POMt ..vvereeriiiiiciniirceeect e rrr s erns e s errr e e s s s e s 20
37. Notice Of depPartUre......iciiiie v s e e e s e et e r s raseeera s saren 20
38. List Of passenNgers @Nd CrEW........cciveiiiiiiieecirier s ersrte i e s e s s s e nr e s e e aseaeaenaneaans 20
39. Vessels to communicate With VTS ..o er e 20
PARTF: PILOTS AND PILOTAGE. ....cicciteirmmiamiessasmcsmsmmssmnsmasnsinsnmassassssssssssssassnsnnsssns 20
40. Pilotage is compulsory unless exemption is granted ........ccccceveciiiiiiiiiicie e 20
41. 1o 3 {0 ot o T LTS 21
42, [Tl oLy o I o] o[ S 21
43. Master remains in control of a vessel under pilotage .........c.ccovvirviriniinrenmnren e 22
44, ASSISTANCE 10 the PIlOt ...icce i e et e e s e b s 22
U Lo o =Yoo [ 3 U RN 22
46. Helicopter vessel-shore 0perations .......cccccerer e ciminicnneertines e reere e ere e e e s 22
PART G: PERMITS FOR SMALL VESSELS - AND RELATED MATTERS ....ccccocvusinarens 23
47. SINIAN VESSEIS....ccieeiiiieii et e er et b e s e e e e e e e e e s areeaasababarara e aea e 23
PART H: GENERAL.......cotiiisitciiniciiinene e eesr s rara s rssanses astanasnssnstanasasnshnrassassnnsnsanns 24
48. Compliance with laws, charts, schemes and directives with regard to vessel

8T TS 31T o | O P ST 24
49. Master's authority not affected...........cocoriiicri e 24
50. Vessels may not be UNSEaWOthy ... s 24
51. ASSIGNMENE Of DEITNS ..o et v r s s r b e e e bnenn s eenn 25
52. AssSignMENL Of MAFINE SEIVICES .ucvvvuiririiiiiieriiierrrarrerrrrrreas s srenrsnesseeernassseerrrenssersns 25
53. Vessels 10 rig and SLOW QAN .....c.uuuiiiiiiriie e e e s sreae s e ceean 25
54, ot T g Tol 1o PO PSPPSR 25
55. Making fast to navigational @ids ............ccceeeiiiiriis i e 25
56. Incidents in the approaches and within ports ........coocviin e 26
57. Damage t0 PrOPEILY ...ttt s et e rr et e ren s ere s 26
58. Financial security for damages CauSed ........cvevirrniirrreiiecrincrieninerrei e reerrrnrenss 27
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59. Master t0 prodUCe VESSE! S PAPEIS ....vcvvuerieie e ieeiieeseeeeretiisae s se s s e s s s e re s e e s s s 27
60. Vesselsin need of assiStanCe ...t s 27
61. ATTESEEA VESSE/S.ruririsiiasiseiiisie sttt st e st e e rer st eeb s e enen e 28
CHAPTER 3: HEALTH AND SAFETY ..occiiiimmmmeinimrimrermsne s s esannassssssssasanssasensans 29
PART A: VESSEL SAFETY MEASURES .....ciitreemrciimnimemesssminscsnisnenmmsasis sasssnssssnsns 29
62.  The master is responsible for the safety of the vessel ..........cccoceiiiiviieni i, 29
63. CoNAUCE Of ThE CrEW...ciiiieee e e ere e e a e ennnas 29
64. Fires and hot work repairs 0N VESSEIS .....uuceeeiiiriiiicriciiiiiie e rreeresecrr s ererr e esees 29
65. Sparks and the lighting of firés.......coooiiiiiiiiiiici s 29
66. SMOKING ON DOAI VESSEIS veeriiiirii i it e e s rraea s re st s e s sase s s v abe s e e eeen 30
67. Persons disembarking or embarking ... 30
68. GANGWAYS iiivtiiiiteieitire st e ttaee et e r et atta et e retas s et s aas s e e s b bt aretrann s assannras s renns 30
69. ENGINE tHalS . .vviiiiii et e e e a e e ae 31
70. Lowering of boats from VeSSels ...t 31
71. Vessel's handling material or gear in port........ccccoviiinicc e 31
72. Vessels may not be moored nor obstacles placed within the water area of a port repair

1= o111« PP OURPTNt 32
PART B: GENERAL SAFETY MEASURES .......c.ccoicimmmerimmmiimmmnssssicunnnconsnsmsasnnasensssenns 32
73. Requirements for fire protection personnel.......c..ccovevviiiinn e 32
74.  The Harbour Master may instruct that safety measures be taken .......cc.cccccevcieennnnn 32
75. Heating Of SUDSEANCES .......ccovvviiiiiiiii e e 32
76. SMOKING ON the SNOTE ..c.ui it e e e s ere s e s e s e sr e s e areae s 32
77. The use of portable radios or celiular phones on the shore........c.ccccceeenirereiiiiiieennen, 32
78. Occupational health and safety legislation ........ccccoeiriiiiiiie e 33
79. Authority’s written instructions with regard to occupational health and safety matters33
80. Personal protective equipment........coiiiini e 33
81. Closing of parts of the Port ... et e 33
82. Incidents or damage to property on the shore within ports............co i, 33
83. Swimming, surfing, fishing, diving and water Sports......c...covevveiieviciinererec e e, 34
84. ANIMALS e e et a b e e re s e rrrnr b s aran 34
CHAPTER 4: PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT .......cc.ooimmmnicinimnensininesenenncon 34
85. Prevention of pollution and protection of the environment..........cccovivviie v, 34
86. Deposit of harmful matter, including oil, in @ Port....cccoiiiiiiiciiiicir s 35
87. Cleanliness of the quayside.........cccovviiiiinnc s, R 36
88. Ballast WaEr ..ccen it e e e erea e 36
89. Port waste reception facilitieS.........veiiiiiiiiiiiii e 36
90. Compliance with Port Waste Management Plan .......cc.ccovvrmiiiimninenrconinnnnenienn 36
91. Compliance with Vessel Waste Management Plan .........c.cccrvevminineninincninnninnnens 37
92. Use of port waste reception facilities ...........covveviiiiiiiiiin e e ecneaeees 37
93. Discharge or dumping in a port of sewage or residue water as a result of hatch or tank

CIBANING oot et e et a e are e aran 37
94, Removal of vessels having offensive matter on board .........cccccovvcvvvivcenrcvrircneecnnen. 37
95.  The emission of FUMES OF SMOKE ... .c.iiiiiiiiiiiriiici e e 37
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