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ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. Citation, commencement and interpretation 

PART II 

COMMON PROVISIONS 
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2. Procedure in connection with determinations; and· right to 
representation 

3. Manner of making applications, appeals or references; and time 
limits 

4. Oral hearings and inquiries 
5. Postponement and adjournment 
6. Withdrawal of applications, appeals and references 
7. Striking-out of proceedings for want of prosecution 
8. Medical references 
9. Non-disclosure of medical evidence 

10. Correction of accidental errors in decisions 
11. Setting aside of decisions on certain grounds 
12. Provisions common to regulations 10 and 11 

PART III 

ADJUDICATING AUTHOiUTIES 

SECTION A - Tl-IE DEPARTMENT. 

13. Construction of Section A 
14. Application for decision of the Department on principal questions 



No. 82 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
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Procedure for inquiries 
The Department' s d~cision and statement of grounds 
Review or reference 
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Determination of industrial injuries questions by the Department 
Other questions for determination by the Department 

SECTION B - ADJUDICATION· OFFICERS 

20. Notification of decisions 
21. Procedure on claim or question involving questions for determination 

by the Department 
22. Reference by an employee of questions relating to statutory sick pay 

or statutory maternity pay for determination by an adjudication 
officer 

23. Reference of a special question in child benefit cases 

SECTION C - APPEAL TRIBUNALS 

24. Oral hearing of appeals and references 
25. Decisions of appeal tribunals 
26. Application for leave to appeal to a Commissioner from an appeal 

27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
3l. 
32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

tribunal ' 

SECTION D - MEDICAL ADJUDICATION 

Construction of Section D 
Appointment of .adjudicating medical practitioners 
Determination of medical questions 
Decisions or" adjudicating medical authorities 
Medical appeal tribunals 
Application for leave to appeal from a medical appeal tribunal to a 
Commissioner 
Disqualification from acting as an adjudicating medical authQrity or· 
as a member thereof or as a member of a medical appeal tribunal 
Application for review involving review of decision of a medical 
appeal tribunal 
Reference by a medical appeal tribunal of a question of law for 
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Procedure of a medical appeal tribunal on receipt of a 
Commissioner's decision 
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38. Application for reviews of determinations made by the Board 
39. Reviews of determinations made by the Board 
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PART IV 
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PROVISIONS RELATING TO PARTICULAR BENEFITS OR PROCEDURES 

SECTION A - PRESCRIBED DISEASES 

40. Construction of Section A 
41. Application of Part III of the 1975 Act and of these regulations 
42. Reference of diagnosis and recrudescence questions for medical 

report 
43. Procedure on receipt of medical report 
44. Restriction of adjudication officer's power to determine diagnosis 

and recrudescence questions 
45. Appeal against decision of adjudication officer 
46. Appeal or reference to a medical appeal tribunal 
47. Powers of medical appeal tribunal upon determining the question 

referred 
48. Review of previous assessment following recrudescence decision 
49. Review on ground of unforeseen aggravation 
50. Review of decision on diagnosis or recrudescence question 
51. Additional provisions relating to the powers and decisions of medical 

boards 

SECTION B - MOBILITY ALLOWANCE 

52. Application of the 1975 Act and regulations 
53. Definition of "medical question" . 
54. Date for the determination of medical questions 
55. Reconsideration of entitlement conditions for an allowance 
56. Reference of medical questions for report 
57. Procedure on receipt of report 
58. Notification of decision and right of appeal 
59. Appeal or reference to a medical board 
60. Appeal or reference to a medical appeal tribunal 
61. Modification of section 112A(1) of the 1975 Act 
62. Review of decision on medical question 

SECTION C - SUPPLEMENTARY BENEFIT 

63. Notification of decisions in supplementary benefit cases 
64. Supplementary benefit and social fund questions not immediately 

determinable 



9 

No. 82 Social Security 257 

.SECTION D - REVIEW OF DECISIONS 

65. Review of decisions involving payment or increase of benefit other 
than industrial injuries benefit, mobility allowance, supplementary 
benefit or family income supplement 

66. Review of decisions involving payment or increase of industrial 
injuries benefit 

67. Review of medical decisions on grounds of ignorance of, or mistake 
as to, a material fact 

68. Period to be taken into account by assessments revised on ground of 
unforeseen aggravation 

69. Review in supplementary benefit cases 
70. Review in family income supplement cases 
71 . Review in social fund maternity and funeral expenses cases 
72. Exemption from limitations on payment of arrears of benefit 

PART V 

TRANSI!IONAL PROVISIONS, SAVINGS AND REVOCATlONS 

73. Transitional' provisions 
74. Saving for existing chairmen of tribunals 
75. Revocations 

SCHEDULES 

SCHEDULE 1. Provisions conferring powers exercised in making these 
regulations 

SCHEDULE 2. Time limits for making applications, appeals or references 
SCHEDULE 3. Modification of part III of the 1975 Actin its application to 

benefit and claims and questions to which Part IV of these 
regulations applies 

SCHEDULE 4. Regulations revoked 

The Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland, in 
exercise of the powers set out in Schedule 1 and of all other powers enabling it 
in that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations: 

. PART I 

GENERAL 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-( I) These regulations may be cited as the Social Security 

(Adjudication) Regulations (Northern Ireland) ·1987 and shall come into 
operation on 6th April 1987. 
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(2) In these regulations-
"the Acts" means the Family Income Supplements Act (Northern 

Ireland) 1971(a), the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Acts 1975 to 
1986, the Industrial Injuries and Diseases (Northern Ireland Old 
Cases) Act 1975(b), the Child Benefit (Northern Ireland) Order 
1975(c) and the Supplementary Benefits (Northern Ireland) Order 
1977(d); 

"th~ 1975 Act" means the Social Security (Northern Ireiand) Act 
1975(e); 

"the 1982 Order" means the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 
1982(f); 

"the Adjudications Order" means the Social Security Adjudications 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1983(g); 

"the 1986 Order" means the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 
1986(h); 

"adjudicating authority" means, as the case may be, an adjudicating 
medical practitioner, the Chief or any other adjudication officer, an 
appeal tribunal, the Attendance Allowance Board, a medical appeal 
tribunal or a medical board; 

"adjudicating medical authority" has the meaning assigned to it by 
regulation 27; 

"adjudicating medical practitioner" means a medical practitioner 
appointed in accordance with paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 12 to the 
1975 Act; 

"adjudication officer" means an officer appointed in accordance with 
section 97(1) of the 1975 Act(i); 

"appeal tr:ibunal" means a social security appeal tribunal constituted in 
accordance with section 97(2) to (2E) of the 1975 Act; 

"the Attendance Allowance Board" means the Attendance Allowance 
Board for Northern Ireland constituted in accordance with section 105 
of the 1975 Act; 

"Chief Adjudication Officer" means the Chief Adjudication Officer 
appointed' under section 97(IB) of the 1975 Act; 

"Chief Commissioner" means the Chief Social Security Commissioner 
appointed under section 97(3) of the 1975 Act(j); 

(a) 1971 c. 8 (N.I.) 
(b) 1975 c. 17 
(c) S.I. 197511504 (N.I. 16) 
(d) S.I. 197712156 (N.I. 27); (provisions of the Supplementary Benefits (Northern Ireland) Order 1977, as 

amended by Article 7 of, and Part I of Schedule 2 to, the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order 1980 
(S.I. 1980/870 (N.I. 8)), are set out in Part II of that Schedule) 

(e) 1975 c. 15 
(t) S.I. 1982/1084 (N.I. 16) 
(g) S.I. 1983/1524 (N.I. 17) 
(h) S.I. 1986/1888 (N.I. 18) 

. (i) Section 97(1) to (2E) was substituted by paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the Social Security Adjudications 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1983 

(j) Section 97(3) was amended by section 9(2) of the Social Security Act 1979 (c. 18). See also section 12 
of the Social Security Act 1980 (c. 30) 


