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The Department .of Health and S.ocial Services f.or N.orthern Ireland and the 
Department.of the Envir.onment f.or N.orthern Ireland acting j.ointly, in exercise.of the 
p.owers c.onferred.on them by Article 3(1) .of the H.ousing Benefits (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1983(a), and the Department .of Health and S.ocial Services f.or N.orthern 
Ireland, in exercise .of the p.o,Wers conferred .on it by Article 3(2) .of that Order, in each 
case with the c.onsent .of the Department.of Finance and Pers.onnel f.or N.orthern 
Ireland, and in exercise .of all .other p.owers enabling them in that behalf, hereby make 
the f.oll.owing regulati.ons which satisfy the requirements .of Article 7(7) .of the said 
Order .of 1983 and which acc.ordingly are n.ot subject to the requirement .of secti.on 
10(1) .of the S.ocial Security Act 1980(b) f.or pri.or reference t.o the S.ocial Security· 
Advis.ory C.ommittee: 

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulati.ons may be cited as the H.ousing Benefits (Transiti.onal) 

Regulati.ons (N.orthern Ireland) 1983 and shall come int.o .operati.on.on 21 st N .ovember 
1983. 

Interpretation 
2 . ...,.-'-(1) In these reg·ulati.ons-

(a) ".old scheme" means a scheme under any .of theenactmerits repealed by 
Article 9(2) .of, and Schedule 2 t.o, the H.ousing Benefits (N.orthern Irehlild) 
Order 1983; 

"the principal regulati.ons" means the H.ousing Benefits Regulati.ons. (N.orthern 
Ireland) 1983(c); 

"relevant date" means, in relati.on t.o a pers.on'S h.ousing benefit, 21st N.ovember 
1983. 

(b) expressi.ons used t.o which a meaning is assigned by regulati.on 2 .of the 
principal regulati.ons bear the meaning s.o assigned. 

(2) A determinati.on under these regulati.ons shall be treated f.or the purposes .o( 
regulati.ons 45 t.o 50 .of the principal.regulati.ons as if it were a determinati.on under 
th.ose regulati.ons. 

Persons in receipt of rebates or allowances under repealed legislation 
3.-(1) Unless the appropriate auth.ority .otherwise requires, an eligible pers.on 

wh.o immediately bef.ore theTelevant date is in receipt under an .old scheme.of a rebate 
.or all.owance shall n.ot be required t.o make a claim t.o the appr.opriate auth.ority f.or the 
c.orresponding rebate .or all.owance under the principal regulati.ons, and the f.oll.owing 
paragraphs .of this regulatj.on shall have effect in relati.on t.o him until the end .of his 
benefit peri.od under paragraph (3) .of this regulati.on. 

(a) S.1. '1983/1121 (N.1. 14) 
(b) 1980 c. 30 
(c) S.R. 1983 No. 292 
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(2) The appropriate authority shall determine t:p.e amount of housing benefit (if 
any) to which the eligible person is entitled and may for that purpose require him to 
furnish such information and such evidence as it may reasonably requireTelating to 
any of the matters specified in regulation 27(2) of the principal regulations. 

(3) Where this regulation applies to an eligible person and he is entitled to an 
amount of housing benefit under the principal regulations, his benefit period shall end 
on the date on which his rebate or allowance period would h!\ve ended under the 
corresponding old scheme had it remained in force, or such earlier date as the 
appropriate authority may determine. 

Claims for rebate or allowance under repealed legish;ltion 
4.-(1) An application for a rebate or allowance under an old scheme made, but 

. not determined, before the relevant date shall be treated as respects any period after 
that date as a claim for the corresponding rebate or allowance under the principal . 

. regulations. 
(2) Where an application is made by a person to an authority for a rebate or 

allowance under an old scheme, and~ 
(a) that person is not entitled to a rebate or allowance under that old scheme; and 
(b) the appropriate authority considers that that person may be entitled to an 

amount of housing benefit from the relevant date, 
the appropriate authority may treat the application as a claim for housing benefit from 
the relevant date. 

Beginning of benefit period 
5.-(1) Where, underreguHltion 24(2) of the principal regulations (which provide 

that a benefit period may begin before the date of a claim), a person's benefit period 
would (if the principal regulations had then had effect in relation to him) have been 
allowed to begin on a date before the relevant date he may, subject to paragraph (2) of 
this regulation, be granted the amount of housing benefit to which he would have been 
entitled if his benefit period had been allowed to begin on that earlier date and the 
principal regulations had then had effect in relation to him. 

(2) For the purposes of calculating the amount of housing benefit under paragraph 
(1) of this regulation in a case to which regulation 24(2)(b) of the principal regulations 
(benefit period to begin up to twelve months before date of claim) applies, regulation 
24(3) shall have effect in relation to any period before the relevant date as though for 
the reference to the amount of a housing benefit to which a person would have been 
entitled there were substituted a reference to the amount of the corresponding rebate 
or allowance to which he would have been entitled under an old scheme. 

Persons awarded supplementary benefit for housing benefit expenditure 
. 6.-(1) Where an eligible person is entitled to qualifying supplementary benefit 

and---'-
(a) in the assessment of his requirements for the purposes of the award of that 

benefit there were determined as being applicable to him items which, on or 
after the relevant date, are no longer prescribed in relation to him as housing 
benefit expenditure by the Requirements Regulations; and 

(b) the Department pays to the eligible( person an amount equal to the amount of 
that award, 

a certificate need not be· issued under regulation 9 of the principal regulations in 
respect of that person until such time as that award is. reviewed and revised by a 
benefit officer. 

(2) Where the provisions of paragraph (1) apply and an award of supplementary 
benefit is revised by' a benefit officer any certificate issued under regulation 9 of the 


