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BANKRUPTCY 

Bankruptcy Rules (Northern Ireland) 1983 

Made 3rd October 1983 

Coming into operation 1 st January 1984 

To be laid before Parliament 

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Citation and commencement 
Interpretation 
Revocation of previous Rules 
Application of Rules 
Application of Supreme Court Rules 
Use of forms in Appendix 
Non-compliance with Rules 
Time: reckoning periods, extension or abridgment 

PART II 

GENERAL PROCEDURE 
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Rule . 
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Sittings, vacations and office hours 9 
Title of proceedings . 10 
Docl).ments for use in Court: paper, printing and copies 11 
Hearings in court and chambers 12 
Trial by jury 13 
Exercise of jurisdiction by Master 14 
Default by person examined before Master 15 
Appeal from Master 16 
Issue of process and presentation of petitions: sealing of orders, process and 

certificates 17 
Mode of application to the Court 18 
Form and attestation of petitions < 19 
Service of process and other documents 20 
Service out of the jurisdiction 21 
Substituted service 22 
Notice of motion or summons 23 
Notice of proceedings re corrupt agreement with creditors 24 
Length of notice 25 
Respondent's affidavit 26 
Evidence 27 
Adjournments 28 
Subpoena 29 
Production of documents 30 



No. 310 Bankruptcy 1237 

Disobedience to subpoena or order- for examination or production of 
documents 31 

Allowances to witnesses 32 
Affidavits 33 
Discovery 34 
Reading evidence taken in other causes or matters 35 
Drawing up and filing of orders· 36 
Clerical mistakes and accidental omissions in orders 37 
Form and execution of warrants' 38 
Order of committal 39 
Appointment of proxy 40 
Form and signature of proxies 41 
Lodgment and filing of proxies 42 
Non-receipt of notice by creditor 43 
Nomination and appointment of shorthand writers 44 

. Remuneration of shorthand writers 45 
Transcript of shorthand writer's notes 46 
Mechanical recording 47 
Gazette and newspaper advertisements 48 
Minors and patients 49 
Security 50 
Custody and inspection of proceedings 51 

PAin III 

BANKRUPTCY 

DEBTOR'S SUMMONS 

Application for summons 
Form of summons 
Sealing of copies 
Service of summons 
Application to dismiss summons 
Trial of disputed qu~stion 

DECLARA TION OF INABILITY TO PAY DEBTS 

Form of declaration and verification 

BANKRUPTCY PETITION 

52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 

58 

Verification 59 
Deposit by petitioner 60 
Notice of presentation ·of petition 61 
Petition founded on deed of arrangement 62 
Petition under Article 41(2) of the Solicitors (Northern Ireland) Order 1976 63 
Hearing of petition 64 

REFERENCE BY ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENTS OFFICE 

Application for adjudication order upon a reference by the Enforcement of 
Judgments Office 65 
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ADJUDICA TION ORDER 
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Form of adjudication order 
Service and notice of adjudication order 
Showing cause against adjudication 
Advertisement of adjudica~iort order 

CREDITORS' ASSIGNEE 

Sitting for choice and appointment 
Powers and duties 
Removal and replacement 

66 
67 
68 
69 

70 
71 
72 

STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS, ACCOUNTING STATEMENT AND TRADING ACCOUNT 

Statement of affairs 
Summary of statement of affairs, etc., to creditors 
Trading account 
Accounting statement 

EXAMINATION OF BANKRUPT 

73 
74 
75 
76 

Preliminary examination 77 
Notes of preliminary examination 78 
Debtor unfit to attend public examination 79 
Order dispensing with public examination under Article 12 of the Order of 

1980 . 80 
Order fixing time for public examination 81 
Notice to bankrupt, creditors, etc. 82 
General proxy-holders may question bankrupt 83 
Notes of public examination qf bankrupt 84 
Adjournment other than sine die 85 
Conclusion of public examination 86 
Adjournment sine die 87 
Application to proceed 88 
Costs of advertising date of adjourned examination 89 
Notice of proceeding .after adjourlJ.ment sine die 90 

;PRIVATE EXAMINATIONS - SECTIONS 305-311 OF THE ACT OF 1857 

Summons for examination 91 

COMPOSITION AFTER BANKRUPTCY UNDER THE ACT OF 1857 

Preliminary meeting of creditors 
Convening of composition meeting 
Report of Official Assignee 
Composition meeting 
Special sitting . 
Surety for composition offer 
Waiver of right to composition 

ANNULMENT OF ADJUDICATION ORDER FOLLOWING COMPOSITION 

Application for annulment of adjudication order and vesting of property 

92 
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following composition 99 
Bankrupt's costs of composition proceedings 100 
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ANNULMENT OF ADJUDICATION ORDER ~ GENERAL 

Application for annulment order 
Notice of annulment order 

UNDISCHARGED BANKRUPT ACTING AS DIRECTOR, ETC. 

Application for leave to act 

DISCHARGE 

A. DISCHARGE ON ApPLICATION OF BANKRUPT 

Application for discharge 
Notice of hearing 
Report of Official Assignee 
Evidence in answer to report 
Costs of application 
Orders conditional on consent to judgment 
Order of discharge 
Deferment of issue of order pending appeal: gazettihgof order 
Appeals 
Accounts of after-acquired property 
Application for modification of order 

B. AUTOMATIC DISCHARGE 

Consideration by the Court 
Service of order by Official Assignee 
Gazetting of discharge 
Application by trustee to rescind order 
Application by Official Assignee to rescind order 

C. DISCHARGE ON ApPLICATION OF OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE 

Notice of hearing 
Consequential provisions 

PART IV 

ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATE OF DECEASED INSOLVENT 

Application of Part IV 

Verification 
Deposit 
Time of hearing 
Service 
Several respondents 
Opposing petition 

INTRODUCTION 

PETITION 

Proof of debt of petitioning creditor 
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ADMINISTRA TION ORDER 

Service and advertisement of administration order 
Transfer of administration proceedings 

ACCOUNTS OF DECEASED INSOLVENT'S ESTATE 

Filing and vouching of statement of affairs, etc. 
Information to creditors 

PART V 
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130 
131 

132 
133 

WINDING UP OF ESTATE OF BANKRUPT OR DECEASED INSOL VENT BY A TRUSTEE AND 
COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION 

INTRODUCTION 

Application of Part V 

MEETINGS OF CREDITORS 

Order for first meeting of creditors 
Convening of first meeting of creditors 
Meetings of creditors 

TRUSTEE 

Notice o(appointment of trustee 
Expenses of trustee 
Legal·proceedings by trustee 
Trustee's record book and cash book 
Transmission of trustee's accounts to Department 
Trustee resigning or being removed 
Release of trustee 

COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION 

Committee of inspection 

COMPOSITION OR SCHEME OF ARRANGEMENT 

Composition or scheme of arrangement 

PART VI 

ARRANGEMENT UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE COURT 

PETITION 

Affidavit grounding petition 

PROTECTION ORDER 

Deposit by petitioner . 
Preparation and notice of order 
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