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The Departinent of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by Articles 5(1) and (2) and 19(2)(c) of the Supplementary Benefits
(Northern Ireland) Order 1977(a) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf,
and for the purpose only of consolidating regulations hereby revoked, hereby makes
the following regulations: :

(a) S.I 1977/2156 (N.I. 27); provisions of the Supplementary Benefits (Northern Ireland) Order 1977, as
amended by Article 7 of, and Part I of Schedule 2 to, the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Order
1980 (S.1. 1980/870 (N.I. 8)), are set out in Part I of that Schedule
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ParT I

GENERAL

Citation and commencement

1. These regulations may be cited as the Supplementary Benefit (Single
Payments) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1981 and shall come into operation on 21st
December 1981. .

.

Interpretation
2. In these regulations—
‘“‘the Order’’ means the Supplementary Benefits (Northem Ireland) Order 1977;
‘“the Act’’ means the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Act 1975(a);

‘‘Requirements Regulations’’ means the Supplementary Benefit (Requirements)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1980(b);

‘“‘Resources Regulations’” means the Supplementary Benefit (Resources)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1981(c);

‘‘allowance’’ means a supplementary allowance under Article 3(1)(b) of the
Order; '

‘‘assessment unit’’ means the claimant and any partner and dependant of the
claimant;

“‘claimant’’ has the meaning assigned to it in regulation 4;

“‘close relative’’ means a partner, spouse, parent, child, step-parent, step-child,
brother or sister;

‘‘the Department’”’ means the Department of Health and Social Services;

““‘dependant’” means a person whose requirements and resources, by virtue of
paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 1. to the Order, are or would be aggregated with
and treated as those of the claimant;

““‘disregarded capital’”, in relation to a claimant, means capital which falls to be
disregarded under regulation 6(2) of thé¢ Resources Regulations;

‘‘employment’’ means remunerative full-time work, =other than
self-employment, within the meaning of Article 9(1) of the Order;

‘‘Health and Social Services Board’’ means a Board established under Articlé 16
of the Health and Personal Social Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972(d);

““home’” means the accommodation, with any garage, garden and out-buildings,
normally occupied by the assessment unit and any other members of the same
household as. their home, and it includes also any premises and land not so
occupied which it would be impracticable or unreasonable to expect to be sold
separately;

“‘normal requirements’’, ‘‘additional requirements’’ and ‘‘housing
requirements’’ mean the requirements which are or would be taken into
account in the determination. of the claimant’s requirements under Parts II, III
and IV respectively of the Requirements Regulations;

““partner’’ means one of a married or unmarried couple;

‘‘patient’’ means a person (other than a prisoner) who is undergoing medical or
other treatment as an in-patient in any hospital or similar institution;

(a) 1975c. 15

(b) S.R. 1980 No. 347

(c). S.R. 1981 No. 370

(d) S.I 1972/1265 (N.I. 14)
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“‘pension’” means a supplementary pension under Article 3(1)(a) of the Order;

‘‘prisoner’’ means any person whose detention in a prison, remand centre or
young offenders centre is for the time being authorised by law;

‘“‘single payment’’ has the meaning assigned to it in regulation 3.

Meaning of single payment and determination of amount payable

3.—(1) In these regulations ‘‘single payment’’ means supplementary benefit
payable by way of a single payment to meet an exceptmnal need in circumstances to
which Parts IT to VIII apply.

(2) A single payment shall be made only where—
(a) there is a need for the item in question; and

(b) in a case in which the payment would be in respect of the purchase of a
particular item, the assessment unit does not already possess that item or have
available to it a suitable alternative item, and has not unreasonably disposed
of, or failed to avail itself of, such an item.

(3) Except in so far as regulation 5 provides that no amount or a reduced amount
shall be payable, the amount of a single payment which falls to be made by virtue of
any regulation in Parts II to VII shall be—

(a) subject to paragraph (5), the amount, if any, specified in that regulation;
(b) if no amount is so specified—

(i) where that regulation provides that the payment is to be made in respect of
the purchase of an item, such amount as is necessary to purchase an item
of reasonable quality, or

(ii) where that regulation provides that the payment is to be made in respect of
costs of services provided, the amount of such costs to the extent that they
are reasonable.

(4) The amount of a single payment which falls to be made by virtue of regulation
30 (discretionary payments) shall be determined according to the provisions of that
regulation.

(5) Where pursuant to tegulatlon 25 of the Supplementary Benefit (Claims and
Payments) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1981(a) (payment of single payments to
third parties) a single payment is payable direct to the person who or the body which
supplied the item in respect of which it is made, the amount of the single payment
shall, notwithstanding any provision in these regulatlons be the amount applicable
under paragraph (3)(a) or, as the case may be, regulation 30(3)(a)(1), or the actual
cost of the item in respect of which it is made, whichever is less.

(6) Nothing in these regulations shall be construed as precluding the payment of
two or more single payments payable by virtue of one or more regulations by means of
a single instrument of payment.

Meaning of claimant

4. Inthese regulations ‘‘claimant’’ means a person who claims a single payment
and in respect of the day on which that claim is made either—

(@) he is entitled to a pensior or allowance; or
(b) he would be entitled to a pension or allowance if he—
(i) made a claim for it, and

(a) S.R. 1981 No. 368
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(ii) satisfied the conditions for claiming and payment of that -pension or
allowance prescribed pursuant to Article 19 of the Order,

but does not include a person who-is or would be entitled to'a pension or allowance by

virtue only of the Supplementary Benefit (Urgent Cases) Regulations (Northern

Ireland) 1981(a) during any period to which regulation 5(3)(a) of those regulations

applies or would apply in the determination of the requirements applicable to him.

Effect of resources on amounts payable

5. Except in so far as regulations 16, 21, 25 and 30 provide otherwise, where a
claimant has any disregarded capital which is in excess of £300, any single payment
‘which would, but for this regulation, be payable shall be payable only to the extent
that its amount, or where more than one single payment falls to be made on the same
day their aggregate amount, exceeds the amount by which. that capital exceeds £300.

Circumstances in which and items for which single payments shall not be made

6.—(1) Notw1thstandmg any provision in these regulatlons, in partlcular
regulation 30—

(a) no single payment shall be made if a single payment has already been made in
respect of the circumstances in question and those circumstances have not
changed;

(b) no single payment shall be made where any member of the assessment unitis a
person whose requirements fall to be disregarded to any extent by virtue of
Article 12 of the Order (persons affected by trade disputes);

(¢) no single Jpayment shall be made in respect of a person in accommodation
specified in sub-paragraph (@) er (b) of paragraph (4) of regulation 10 of the
Requirements Regulations (residential accommeodation); and

- (d) except in so far as regulation 25 (voluntary repatrlatlon expenses) provides
otherwise, no single payment shall bé made in respect of any need which
occurs outside Northern Ireland. N

~.

2) Notw1thstand1ng any provision in these regulatlons, . m”\paf‘tlcular regulation
30, no single payment shall be made in respect of any of ‘the followmg—

(a) an educational or training need; NN N h
() distinctive school uniform of sports~cl'othes or equipfneht;
(c) travelling expenses to or from school;

(d) school meals and meals taken during school holidays by chlldren who are
entitled to free school meals;

(e) mobility needs;

() garaging, parking, purchase and, except in so far as payments may be made
for travelling expenses, running costs of any motor vehicle;

(g) installation of rental or call charges for a telephone;

(h) a television or radio, or licence, aerial or rental charges for a television or
radio; . .

(?) holidays;

(/) expenses arising from an appearance in a court such as travelling expenses,
legal fees, court fees, fines, costs, damages or subsistence;

(k) removal charges where a claimant is permanently rehoused following the .
imposition of a compul$ory purchase order, or a redevelopment or closing .
order, or a compulsory exchange of tenancies, or where those charges are met
by the Department of Manpower Services; " :

(a) S.R. 1981 No 372




