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The . Social Security (Industrial Injuries) (Prescribed Diseases) 
. '(Amendment . ~o.· 4) Regpi~iioD.s .~orthem· Ireland) 1979 . . . , .. , 

... Made 

Coming into operation 

"6th August ~979 

3rd September '1979 

.. The 'Department 9f :a.e~lth and Social Services for Nortb,ern Xreland. in 
exercise of the powers' conferred on it by sections 76 and'77 of ·the Social 
Security (Northern Ireland) Act 197$(a) and of all other powers enabling it 
in that behalf. hereby makes the following regulations: 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-(1) These regulations may be cited as the Social Security (Industrial 

Injuries) (Prescribed Diseases) (Amendment No.4) Regulations (Northern 
Ir~land) 1979. and shall come into operation on 3rd September 1979. 

(2) In these regulations the Social Security (Industrial Injuries) (Pre­
scribed Diseases) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1977(b) are referred to as 
"the principal regulations1

'. 

Amendment of the principal regulations relating to prescription of 
occupational deafness 
2. Part I of Schedule 1 to the principal regulations shall be amended by 

the substitution, for paragraph 48 thereof, of the paragraph set out in the 
Schedule hereto. 

Amendment of regulation 6 of the principal regulations 
3. Regulation 6 of the principal regulations (date of development) shall be 

amended by the substitution. for sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph (2), of the 
following suh-paragraph-

"(c) a claim for disablement benefit in respect of occupational deafness, the 
date of development shall be the day on which the claimant first 
suffered from the relevant loss of faculty on or after 3rd February 1975; 
or, if later-
(i) 3rd September 1979 in the case of a claim made before that 

date which results in the payment of benefit commencing on that 
date, and 

(ii) in any other case, the date .on which such claim is made as J;esults 
in the payment of bel.lefit; or". 

S'r'bstiiT,l/fon for regulation 38 of the principal reguldtions 
4. There shall be !;ubstituted, for regulation 38 of the principal regulatioil,s, 

the following regulation-

(a) 1975 c. 15 
(b) S.R. 1977 No. 272 (II, p. 1478), to which there are amc;ndments not relevant to these 

regulations . 
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.' . "Occupational deafness-time limit for claiming benefit 
38.~(1) RegulatiQn 14· Qr the SQcial Security (Claims and Payments) 

·Regulations· (NQrthern Ireland) 1977(c) (time for Claiming benefit) shall not 
apply in relatiQn to. Qccupational deafness . 

. «2) Disablement benefit shall not' be paid in pursuance Qf' a claim in 
respect Qf QccupatiQnal deafness which is made later than 12 mQnths after 
the. claimant has ceased. to. be emplQyed in an QccupatiQn prescribed in 
relation to'. QccupatiQnal deafness unless the claim is made within the 
periQd Qf 12 mQnths beginning Qn 3rd September 1979 and .all the circum­
stances ~pecified in ~ny one of paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) Qbtain. 

(3) The circumstances first mentiQned' in paragraph (2) are that-
. (a) befQre 3rd Septemqer' 1979 the period or periQds fQr which the 

. '. : .. . claimant was emplQyed in one Qr mQre QccupatiQns specified in 
. paragraph (7) (being the QccupatiQns set.Qut in the secQnd cQlumn 

Qf paragraph 48 Qf ·Part I Qf Schedule -1 . hereto as it was befQre 
... , 3rd September 1979) did nQt amQunt in. aggregate to. 20 years; 
(b) befQre 3rd September 1979 the periQd Qr periQds fQr which he 

was emplQyed in Qne Qr mQre Qccupations. nQW set Qut in the secQnd 
cQlumn Qf the said paragraph':18 amounted in aggregate to. nQt less 

.. '. thaJ,l ~O years; an9. '. ." " . . 
'. (c) at SQme time in the 12mQntqs immediately preceding 3rd September 

1979 he was.emplQyed in an QccupatiQn nQW set Qut in: the secQnd 
cQlumn of the said paragraph 48. . 

(4) The circumstances mentiQned secQndly in paragraph (2) are that­
(a) the.claimant was emplQyed in Qne Qr mQre QccupatiQns specified in 

paragraph (7) fQr a periQd Qr periQds amQunting in aggregate to. 
nQt.less than 29 years and that periQd Qr the last Qf thQse periQds 

. .. ended bef9re 28th OctQber 1973; and 
(b )at SQme time in the 12 mQnths immediately preceding 3rd September 

1979 he was emp.IQyed in an QccupatiQn nQW set Qut in the 
. secQnd cQlumn Qf the said paragraph 48, nQt being an QccupatiQn 
specified in paragraph (7) . 

. (5) The circu111stances mentioned thirdly in paragraph (2) are that­
'(a) before 3rd' September. 1979. a. claim was made by or on behalf 

.of' the claimant in respect Qf occupational deafness within the 
prQper time limit (having regard to the provisiQns of paragraph (2), 
or, as the case may be, regulation 10(1) of the National Insurance 
(Industrial Injuries) (Prescribed DIseases) Amendment RegulatiQns 
(Northern Ireland) 1974(d»; . 

(b) at the time Qf that claim he was a perSQn in relation to whQm 
QccupatiQnal deafness . was, by virtue of regulatiQn 2(d), a preMo 
scribed disease; . and ' " . . 

:- (c) . that claim was disallowed' because the clatmant' was not suffering 
from occupational deafness as it was then defined. . 

(6) A.claim to. ,be' paid benefiL by virtue of paragraph (5) may be dis­
.allQwed by the insurance officer, local, tribunal or CQmmissiQner, as the 
case may be(l).ereinafte~ called 'th~ determining authQrity'), withQut refer­
ring the disaplement que~tion: to a medical bQard Qr medical appeal 

(c) S:R. 1977 No .. 351" (II, p. 1824), to which. there are amendments not relevant to these 
. regulations ". '. ."" .... 

(q) S.R. 1974 No. 218 (I, p. 931) 
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tribunal where the determining authority' is satisfied .from the medical 
. evidence given on the disallowed cl~im that the ,clail1J.ant was not, at the 

time of that cl~im, suffering from occupational deafness a~ now d~iined in 
paragraph 48 of Part I of Schedule 1 hereto. ' 

" (7) The occupations mentioned in paragraphs (3)(a) and.(4)(a) are any 
occupation involving-:- ' , 

(a) the use of pneumatic percussive tools or .high-speed grinding tools 
" in the cleaning, dressing or finishing of cast metal or of ingots, 
. billets or blooms; or . 
(b) the use of pneumatic percussive'tools on metal in the shipbuilding 

or ship repairing industries; or 
(c) work wholly or mainly in th~ immediate vicinity ,of drop-forging 

. p~ant or forging press plant engaged, in the shaping of hot metal.". 

Substitution for regulation 39 of the princippl regulations , 
5. There shall be substituted, for regulation 39 of the principal regulations. 

the, following regulation- ' 

"Occupationa( deafness-further claim 
39.-(1) In the event of disallowance of a claim for disablement benefit 

in respect of occupational deafness because the claimant has failed to 
satisfy the minimum heariIig loss requirement prescribed in column 1 of 
paragraph 48 of Part I of Schedule 1 heret<;>, disablement benefit shall not 
be paid in pursuance of a further claim in respect of occupatioila:1 deafness 
made by or o~ behalf'of that claimant unless-

(a) it is a claim made after the expiration of 3 years from the date of 
the disallowed claim; or . 

'(b) it is the first claim made within 12 months of the claimant per­
manently ceasing to be employed in any occtipatibn specified in 
column 2 of paragraph 48 of Part I of Schedule 1 hereto; or 

(c) it is the first claim made by him or on his behalf on or after 
3rd September 1979, and no claim so made before that date has been 
determined on or after it. '. 

(2) A claim to be paid benefit by virtue of paragraph (l)(c) may be 
disallowed by.the insurance officer, local tribunal or Commissioner; as the 
case may be (hereinafter called 'the determining authority'), without refer­
ring the disablement question to a medical board or medical appeaL 
tribunal where the determiriing authority is satisfied from the medical 
evidence given on the disallowed claim that the claimant was not, at the 
time of that claim, suffering from occupational deafness as now defined in 
paragraph 48 of Part I of Schedule 1 hereto.". 

Substitution for regulation 45 of the principal regulations 
6. There shall be substituted. for regulation 45 of the principal regula­

tions, the following regulation-

, "Occupational deafness-lower and upper- ~imits of assessment 
45.-(1) Subject to the provisions of Schedule 8 and regulations made 

thereunder, the extent of disablement in respect of occupational deafness 
shall be assessed at a lower limit of 20 per cent where the hearing loss in 
each ear amounts to 50dB and at anupper limit of 100 per cent where the 
hearing los~ in each ear amounts to 110dB measured in each case, in 
accordance with the provisions of column 1 of paragraph 48 of Part I of 
Schedule 1 hereto. 


