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1979 No. 273 

. SOCIAL SECURITY. 

The S~cial Security Benefits Up-rating Order (Northern. Ireland) 1979· 

. Made 

COf!1.jng into operation 

.. 3rd August .1979 

12th November 1979 

The Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland. in 
exercise of the powers conferred on it by section 120 of the Social Security 
(Northern Ireland) Act 1975(a), and of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf, and in conjunction with the Department of Finance for Northern 
Ireland(b), hereby makes the 'following'order: which order corresponds to the 
order(c) made by the Secretary of State for Social .. Services under sections·124 
and 126A: of the Social Security' Act. 1975(d) and section 23(1) of'the SOCial 
Security Pensions Act 1975(e):' '. . 

Citation,. commencement and interpretation 
. 1.-(1) This order may be cited· as the· Social Security. Benefits Up-rating 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1979 and shall; subject to' Articles 4 and 5 below, 
come mto operation on ~2thNpvember·1979, 

(2) In this order, unless the context otherwise requires- . 
"the Ad' means the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Act 1975, and' 
"the Pensions Order" means the Social Security Pensions (N<>rthern 

Ireland) Order 1975(f). 

Increase'in rates or amounts of certain benefits under the ACt 
2.-(1) In this Article, "Schedule 4" means. Schedule 4' to the Act(g). 

(2) The sums specified in paragraph (3) below shall be increased from ' and 
including ·the respective dates specified in Article 4 below;· and· Schedule "4 
shall accordingly have effect as set out in the Schedule to this order. 

(a) 1975 c: 15;' section 120 Was extended in application by. "Article 25 of the SOcial 
Security Pensions (Northern Ireland) Order 1975 apd amended by Ar·ticle 18(17) of 
the Social Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 1977 (S.l. 
1977/610 (N.!. 11» and paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 to the' Social Security (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1979 (S.l: 1979/396 (N.I. 5» . . 

(b) See section 155(5) of the Social Security (Northem Ireland) Act 1975 
(c) S.I. ~979/993 . ." . 

. (d) 1975 c. 14 
(e) 1975 c. 60 
(f) S.l. 1975/1503 (N.I.· 15) .' 
fg) Schedul~ 4 was ~mended· by Ar:tlcl~ 23(1) and- m of, and Schedules 4 and 5 to, the 

Child Benefi.tl(Nol'tbern Ireland) Order 1975 (S.1.,1975/.1504 (N.I. 16», Article 24(2) 
of, and para,gtaphs 42 and 43 of Schedule' 5 to, the Social Security' Pensions 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1975, the Social Security (Mobility Allowanc.e) Up-rating 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1978 (S.R. 1978 No. 96 (I, p. 271), the Social SecuritY 
Benefits Up-rating Order (Northern Ireland) 1978 (S.R. 1978 No. 202' (I~' p. 645» and 

. paragraph 13 of S9h(ldule 1 .and paragraph. 11. of S?h.edule 3 to tile Social Security 
{Northern Ireland) Order 1979' . 
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(3) The sums mentioned in paragraph (2) above are the sums sPecified in 
Parts I, III, IV and V of Sche9ul« 4 (contributory periodical benefits, non­
contributory'periodical benefits:'iricreases of benefits for dependants and rate 
or a,m(;mnt of inqustrilj.l injurie~ benefits, respectively), e4cept the sum specified 
in the'said ParfIHfCii age addition. . " .' 

• r 

lncrease in rates or'amounts,of certain benefits under the Pensions Order 

3.-(1) The sums mentioned in paragraphs (2) to (5) below sha:ll be 
incre~sed:from and including the respective dates specified in A.rticl~ 4 below. 

, (2) In Article 8(1)(a) of the Pensions Order for the sum of £19'50 there 
, shall be substituted the sum of £23·30. 

(~) It, is hereby directed that' ~he sums whicl1. are the additional com­
ponent~ in the rates of long-term benefits calculated by reference to any final 
re~evant 'year earlier than the t~x year 1979/1980 shall be mcreased by 17·5 
per cent. of their amount apart from this order. 

(4) It is hereby directed that th~ sums payable, by WaY of increasefl of 
retirement pensions under Schedule' 1 . to the Pensions Order (increase of 
pension,where pensiOiierdefers retirement), in So far as they are attributable 
to the additional :com.ponents in such pensionS or to increases in guaranteed 
minimum pensions, shall be increased' by 17'5 per cent. of their amount' apart 
from,this order, and th~t in so far as they are not so attributable they shall be 
increased by 19'5 per cent. . 

,.'(5) It is hereby directed that an anwun,t equal to P'5 per cent. of the 
aggregate amount of the sums payable to a persQn by virtue of Att;icle 37(6) 
of the Pensions Order (which provides for increases in a person's guaranteed 
minimum pens~on if· payment of his occupational pension is ,postponed after 
he a.ttain~ pensionabJe age), including fjuch sums which are payable by vjrtue 
of Article 38(3) of that Order, but excluding any increases under Schedule 1 
to that.Otderwhich 'are increaSed by paragraph (4) above, shall be .payable by 
way of ail increase of his Category A or Category B retirement pension. ' 

Dates on which sums specified for rates or amounts of benefit under the Act 
or the Pensit;ms Order are increased by this order, 

4.-(1) Subject to paragraph (8) of this Article, the increases made by this 
order in the sums specified for rates or amounts of benefit under the Act or 
the Pensions·Order,'shall,take. effect for: each case on the date specified in 
relation to such .case in the following provisions of ,this Article. . ' 

" (2) ID.'relation to the case of a person over Pensionable age who has not 
retired from regular employment and 'for whom the rate, of' unempl(lylnent 
benefit, sickness beneftt or invalidity pension falls to be' calculated it). accord­
ance with section 14(6) or 15(4) of the Act, the increases in the sums ment~oned 
in Articles 2, 3 and 6 for Category A and B retirement pension and graduated 
retirement benefit (togetb,er with, where appropriate, increases for dependants) 
shall take effect on 15th November 1979 and in ,relation to all other cases the 
increases in such sums shall take effect on 12th November 1979. 

(3) The increase mentioned in Artic1~ 3(5) sh~f t3;ke effect on 12th 
November. 1979. " ' 

(4) The increas~s in the amounts of maternity allowance, widow's allow­
ance, widowed mother's allowance, widow's pension, Category C and D,retire .. 
ment pension, child's special allowance, attendance allowance, inva~id care 
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allowance (except in 'a, case where the Department has made arrangements for 
it! to be paid on a Wednesday), ,guardian's allowance and industrial death 
benefit by way of widow's· and widower's pension and allowance in respect of 
children (together with, where appropriate, hwreases for dependants) shall in 
all cases take effect from 12th November 1979. 

(5) The sums specified for the rate of mobility a119wance, invalid care 
allowance (in a C!l~e where the Department has made arrangements for it to 
be, paid on a Wednesday), disablement benefit (together with increases of 
disablement pension), maximum disablement gratuity under section 57(5) of 
the Act, increase of unemployability supplement under section 59 of the Act 
and maximum, under section 91(1) of the Act, of aggregate of weekly benefit 
payable for successive accidents, shall be increased in all cases with effect from 
14th November 1979. 

(6) In relation to the case of a person whose weekly rate of Category A or 
B retirement pension falls to be increased under the provisions of section 28(7) 
or 29(8) of the Act by reference to the weekly rate of invalidity allowance to 

,which he w.as pre:vibusly entitled, the increase in the sum specified for the 
appropriate rate of invalidity allowance shall take effect on 12th November 
1979 and in relation to all other cases the increase in such sum shall take 
effect on 15th November 1979., 

(7) The increases in the rates Qr amounts of unemployment and sickness 
benefit, invalidity pension, non-contributory invalidity pension and injury 
benefit (together with, where appropriate, increases for dependants), sha11 take 
effect in all cas~s on 15th November 1979. 

(8) In the case of a person to whom injury benefit under the Act is payable 
for 14th November 1979 at a reduced weekly rate by virtue of the provisions 
of section 91(1) of the Act (maximum aggregate of weekly benefit payabkfor 
successive accidents), the rate of that benyfit or of any sickness benefit or 
invalidity pension under the Act or the Pensions Order shall be detennined as 
if the increase in the rates of those benefits took effect on 14th November 
1979 and, where appropriate, as if the reference to ~5th November 1979 in 
paragraph (2) of this Article were a reference to 14th November 1979. 

Increase in rates of certain benefits under the Industrial Injuries and Diseases 
(Northern Ireland Old Cases) Act 1975 
5. With effect from and including 14th November 1979, for "£11'70" there 

shall be substituted "£14,00" in section 2(6)(c) of the Industrial Injuries and 
Diseases (Northern Ireland Old Cases) Act 1975(h) (maximum weekly rate of 
lesser incapacity allowance supplementing workmen's compensation). 

Increase in rate of graduated retirement benefit and increments thereof 
6.-(1) In the National Insurance Act (Northern Jreland) 1966(i) the sum 

of 2·59 pence referred to in section 3S(1) (graduated retirement benefit) shall 
be increased by 17'5 per cent.; and from and including 12th November 1979 
the reference in that provision to .that sum shall accordingly have effect as a 
reference to 3·04 pence. 

(h) 1975 c. J7; section 2(6)(c) was amended by the Social Security Benefits Up-rating 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1978 

(i) 1966 c. 6 (N.I.); section 35 was repealed by the Social Security Act 1973 (c. 38) but 
sub-section' (1) is n9W conti!lued in force by regulation 2 of S.R. 1978 No. 105 '(I, 
p, 30!) in the,modified form set outin Schedule 1 to thOse regulati<?,nsas""amended 
by regulation 8 of S.R. 1978 No. 262 (II, p. 915) , 
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(2) It is' hereby directed that the aggregate amount of any increases of 
graduated retirement benefit payable under Schedule 2' to the Social Security 
(Graduated Retirement Benefit), (No.2) Regulations' (Northern Ireland) 
19780) (increases for deferred retirement) shall be increased by .. 17'5 per'cent. 

Increasf! oj- amount specified i111 section, 30(1) of the Act 
7. The amount specified in section 30(1) of the Act, excluding paragraphs j 

(a) and; (b) of that provision (amount of .weekly earnings which must be' I 
exceeded before a Category A or Category B retirement pension is reduced by 1 
reference to earnings), shall be increased to £52'00. . 

Sealed with the, Official' Seal of the Department' of, Healfu and Social 
Services for Northern Ireland on 3rd August 1979, 

W. J. Sloane 
Sernor 'Assistant Secretaiy 

Sealed with the Official'Seal of the Department of Finance for Northern 
.' Irelaild'on 3rd August 1979. 

(L.S.) R. McMurray 
Assistant' Secretary 

(j)' S.&.. 1978 No. lOS (1, p. 301) 



No. 273 Social Security 

Article 2(2) SCHEDULE 

Schedule 4 to the. Act ~s ~mended. 1'y this Order 

SCHEDULE 4 

Rates of. Benefits, Grants and Increases for Dependants 

PART I 

Contributory Periodical Benefits (Sections 14-31) 

Description of benefit Weekly rate 

1. Unemployment or sickness benefit £18·50 
(section 14). 

1253 

3. Invalidity allowance (section 16). (a) higher rate. . . ; . . .. £4'90 
(b) middle rate. . . . . . . £3-10 
(c) lower rate . . . . . . . £1·55 
(the appropriate rate being determined 

in accordance with section 16(2)(k» 

4. Maternity allowance (section 22). £18·50 

5. Widow's allowance (section 24). £32·60 

,9. Category :B retiremen,t pension. £14,00 
where section 29(7)(a)(i) applies. 

10. Child's ~pecial .. allowance (section £7·10 
31). 

(k) Section 16(2) was amended by. paragraph 10 of Schedule 1 to the Social Security 
;. ... (Northern Ireland) Order:'1979" . . 


