
COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 156/2004
of 29 January 2004

on the Community's financial assistance to the Community reference laboratories pursuant to
Article 28 of Decision 90/424/EEC

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Decision 90/424/EEC of 26 June
1990 on expenditure in the veterinary field (1), and in particular
Article 28(2) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) The eligibility criteria for the expenditure of the Com-
munity reference laboratories receiving financial assis-
tance pursuant to Article 28 of Decision 90/424/EEC
and the procedures for the submission of expenditure
and the conduct of audits were set out in Commission
Regulation (EC) No 324/2003 (2).

(2) Community reference laboratories (laboratories) carry
out duties and requirements laid down in Community
veterinary legislation in order to assist the Community

(3) The level of the annual Community financial assistance
(financial assistance) for the operation of certain labora-
tories is decided upon each year by specific decisions in
the field of veterinary public health, animal health and
residues.

(4) The costs related to missions carried out by staff of the
laboratories has currently to be financed by the labora-
tories from the beneficiary's overheads up to 7 % of total
eligible costs for the action.

(5) Since those missions account for a growing proportion
of the beneficiary's overheads and since certain mission
expenses may be covered on the basis of a standard rate
per day, a separate chapter should be created within the
annual eligible expenditure of each laboratory.

(6) The costs and benefits of the workshops being consid-
ered, it is appropriate to restrict the number of eligible
participants in workshops, of which only one should be
invited per Member State. Derogations from that rule
should be decided in duly justified cases and within the
financial assistance granted for the organisation of the
workshop.

(7) There is a need to clarify the rate to be used for the
conversion of the payment applications submitted in
national currency as defined in Council Regulation (EC)
No 2799/98 establishing agrimonetary arrangements for
the euro (3).

(8) Rules should be laid down to harmonise the presentation
of the provisional budget for laboratory expenditure in
respect of activities carried out pursuant to Community
veterinary legislation.

(9) Since a number of changes are to be made to Regulation
(EC) No 324/2003, that Regulation should be replaced
in the interest of clarity.

(10) A sound financial management justifies the application
of the eligibility rules from the beginning of 2004 for
the establishment of the eligible expenditures incurred
during that year.

(11) For financial control purposes, Articles 8 and 9 of
Council Regulation (EC) No 1258/1999 of 17 May 1999
on the financing of the common agricultural policy are
applicable (4).

(12) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee
on the Food Chain and Animal Health,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Provisional budget

The Community reference laboratories (laboratories) shall
present before 1 October of each calendar year ‘n’ the provi-
sional budget for laboratory expenditure in respect of Com-
munity activities for the calendar year ‘n+1’.

The laboratories shall provide the provisional budget in compu-
terised form in accordance with Annex I.
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Article 2

Eligibility rules

Within the limits of the annual Community financial assistance
granted to the laboratories, the eligibility rules set out in Annex
II shall apply to expenditure linked to staff, capital equipment,
consumables, shipment of samples for the comparative tests,
missions and overheads.

Article 3

Payment of financial assistance for the operation of labora-
tories

Provided that the approved work programmes are efficiently
carried out and that the beneficiaries supply all the necessary
information to the Commission within the time limits laid
down in this Article, the financial assistance for the operation
of the laboratory shall be paid as follows:

(a) a pre-financing of 70 % of the total amount may be paid at
the request of the beneficiary;

(b) the balance shall be paid following presentation by the
beneficiary of

(i) a financial report certified by the director of the labora-
tory,

(ii) supporting documents for the comparative tests, and

(iii) a technical report;

(c) the certified financial report shall be submitted in accord-
ance with Annex III and no later than 31 March of the year
following the end of the period for which the financial
assistance was granted;

(d) when the time limit set out in point (c) is not respected, the
financial assistance shall be reduced by 25 % on 1 May,
50 % on 1 June, 75 % on 1 July and 100 % on 1
September.

Article 4

Eligibility rules for workshops

1. Within the limits of the financial assistance granted for
the organisation of a workshop, the eligibility rules set out in
Annex IV shall apply to expenditure for travel and daily allow-
ances for a maximum of 30 participants in workshops, of
which at least one shall be invited per Member State.

2. Derogations from paragraph 1 may be decided in duly
justified cases under the Decision on the annual Community
financial assistance for the operation of certain laboratories.

Article 5

Payment of Community financial assistance for the organi-
sation of workshops

Provided that the workshop has been efficiently organised and
that all the necessary information is supplied to the Commis-
sion by the beneficiary within the time limits laid down in this
Article, the financial assistance for the organisation of work-
shops shall be paid as follows:

(a) a pre-financing of 70 % at the request of the beneficiary
within 60 days before the fixed date of the workshop;

(b) the balance shall be paid after acceptance by the Commis-
sion of the supporting documents and of a technical report
on the use of the financial assistance;

(c) the supporting documents shall be submitted in accordance
with Annex V and no later than three months after the
workshop took place;

(d) when the time limit set out in point (c) is not respected, the
financial assistance shall be reduced by 25 % for a delay of
one month in relation to the scheduled date of submission
of the documents, 50 % for two months, 75 % for three
months and 100 % for four months.

Article 6

Supporting documents

1. The technical director of the laboratory shall keep a certi-
fied copy of the supporting documents, such as invoices, salary
statements and attendance sheets, shipment of samples,
missions.

2. The beneficiary shall record the expenditure submitted to
the Commission in its cost accounting system and keep all
supporting documents for five years for audit purposes.

The supporting documents, testifying to all the costs and hours
spent as shown in the application for reimbursement, shall be
sent to the Commission on request.

Article 7

Conversion rate for applications in national currency

The conversion rate for applications submitted in national
currency in month ‘n’ shall be that of the10th day of month
‘n+1’ or for the first preceding day for which a rate is quoted.

Article 8

Audits

The Commission may carry out audits in accordance with
Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 1258/1999.

Article 9

Repeal

Regulation (EC) No 324/2003 is repealed.

References to the repealed Regulation shall be construed as
references to this Regulation.
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Article 10

Entry into force and applicability

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day following that of its publication in the Official
Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply from 1 January 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 29 January 2004.

For the Commission
David BYRNE

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

(Article 1)

30.1.2004L 27/8 Official Journal of the European UnionEN



30.1.2004 L 27/9Official Journal of the European UnionEN


