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Coming into operation 

To be laid before Parliament 

14th December 1978 

. 1st March 1979 

The Secretary of State in pursuance of section 146 of the County Courts 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1959(a), on the recommendation of the County Court 
. Rules Committee and after consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, hereby 
makes the following rules: 

Citation and commencement 
1. These rules may be cited as the County Court (Blood Tests) .Rules 

(Northern Ireland) 1978 and shall come into operation on 1st March 1979. 

intf!rpretation 
2. In these rules- . 
"the Order" means· Part lIT of the Family Law Reform (Northern Ireland) 

Order 1977(b); . 
"blood samples" and "blood tests" have the meanings assigned to them by 

article 13 of the Order; . 
"direction" means a direction for the use of blood tests under article 8(1) 

of the Order; 
and any reference to a Form by number is to that Form as numbered in the 
Schedule. 

Application for direction 
3.-(1) Except with the leave of the court. an applicatIon in proceedings 

to the county court for a direction shall be made on notice to every party to 
the proceedings (other than the applicant) and to any person from whom the 
direction involves the taking of blood samples. ' 

(2) The application may be made before the hearing of the proceedings 
and, where it is on notice. the notice shall be iri Form 1 and the applicant 
shall serve a copy of the notice on the clerk of the Crown and peac;e. ~pt less 
than two days before the hearing of his application and the clerk of the Crown 
and peace shall fix a time for the hearing of the application before the judge . 

. (3) Where an application is made for a direction involving the taking of 
blood samples from a person who is not a party to the proceedings in which 
the application is made. the notice of application shall be served on him per­
sonally and the court may at any time direct hini to be made a party to the 
proceedings. 

(a) 1959 C, 25 (N.J.) as modified by SJ. 1~73/21~3 (1973 III, p. 7541) 
(b) S.I. 1977/1250 (N.I. 17)· . 
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(4) Where an application is made fora direction in respect of a person (in 
~s paragraph referred to as a person under disability) who is either-

(a) under the age of 16 years; or 
(b) suffering from mental ·disonier within the meaning of the Mental 

Health Act (Northern Ireland) 1961(c) and incapable. of understanding 
th~ nature and purpose of blood tests-. 

the notiCe of application shall state the name and address of the person 
having the care and control of the person under disability and shall be served 
on him instead of the ·person under disability. . 

Making of direction and report 
. 4.-(1) A direction shall be· in Form 2 and the clerk of the Crown and 
peace shall send a copy of the direction to every party to the proceedings and 
to every other person from whom the direction involves the taking of blood 
samples and, unless otherwise ordered, the proceedings shall stand adjourned 
until the court receives a report pursuant to the direction. 

(2) On receipt by the· court of a report made pursuant to a direction, the 
clerk of the Crown and peace shall send a copy to eyery party to the proceed­
ings and to every other person from whom the direction involves the taking 
of blood samples. 

Northern Ireland Office 
14th December 1978 

Roy Mason 
One of Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretaries of State 

. (c) 1961 c. 15 (N.I.) as modified by S.l. 1973/2163 (1973 III, p. 7541) 


