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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1982/2003
of 21 October 2003
implementing Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council
concerning Community statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC) as regards the
sampling and tracing rules
(Text with EEA relevance)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, (3)  The measures provided for in this Regulation are in

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Commu-
nity,

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 16 June 2003 on
Community statistics on income and living conditions (EU-
SILC) (), and in particular Article 15(2)(d) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 established a common
framework for the systematic production of Community
statistics on income and living conditions, encompassing
comparable and timely cross-sectional and longitudinal
data on income and on the level and composition of
poverty and social exclusion at national and European
Union levels.

(2)  Pursuant to Article 15(2)(d) of Regulation (EC) No 1177/
2003, implementing measures are necessary to harmo-
nise methods and definitions concerning the sampling
aspects and tracing rules.

accordance with the opinion of the Statistical
Programme Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The rules and guidelines governing sampling and tracing and
the definitions to be applied to Community statistics on
income and living conditions (EU-SILC) shall be as laid down
in the Annex.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day
following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 20 October 2003.

(") OJ L 165, 3.7.2003, p. 1.

For the Commission
Pedro SOLBES MIRA

Member of the Commission
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1. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall apply to the longitudinal component of EU-SILC:

(a) Initial sample: refers to the sample of households or persons at the time it is selected for inclusion in EU-SILC.

(b) Sample persons: means all or a subset of the members of the households in the initial sample who are over a
certain age.

(c) Age limit used to define sample persons:

In the case of a four-year panel, this age limit shall not be higher than 14 years. In countries with a four-year
panel using a sample of addresses or households, all household members aged 14 and over in the initial sample
shall be sample persons. In countries with a four-year panel using a sample of persons, this shall mean the
selection of at least one such person per household.

The abovementioned minimum age limit shall be lower in the case of a longer panel duration. For a panel
duration exceeding eight years, members of all ages in the initial sample shall be sample persons, and children
born to sample women during the time the mother is in the panel shall be included as sample persons.

(d) Panel duration: means the number of years over which sample persons, once selected into the sample, belong to
the panel to obtain or compile longitudinal information.

(¢) Sample household: means a household containing at least one sample person. A sample household shall be
included in EU-SILC for the collection or compilation of detailed information where it contains at least one
sample person aged 16 or more.

(f) Detailed information: refers to personal information (health, access to health care, detailed labour information,
activity history and calendar of activities) required for at least one sample person aged 16 or over in each

household.

(g) Co-residents (non-sample persons): all current residents of a sample household other than those defined above as
sample persons.

(h) Rotational design: refers to the sample selection based on a number of subsamples or replications, each of them
similar in size and design and representative of the whole population. From one year to the next, some
replications are retained, while others are dropped and replaced by new replications.

In the case of a rotational design based on four replications with a rotation of one replication per year, one of
the replications shall be dropped immediately after the first year, the second shall be retained for two years, the
third for three years, and the fourth shall be retained for four years. From the second year onwards, one new
replication shall be introduced each year and retained for four years.

For the cross-sectional and longitudinal components of EU-SILC, the following definitions shall apply:

(i) Age: refers to the age at the end of the income reference period.

() Household members: refers to the conditions required to classify a person as a household member, as laid down
in Annex [ to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1980/2003 (!) on definitions and updated definitions.

(k) Collective household: refers to a non-institutional collective dwelling such as a boarding house, dormitory in an
educational establishment or other living quarters shared by more than five persons without sharing household
expenses. Also included are persons living as lodgers in households with more than five lodgers.

() Institution: refers to old people’s homes, healthcare institutions, religious institutions (convents, monasteries),
correctional and penal institutions. Basically, institutions are distinguished from collective households by virtue of
the fact that, in the former, the resident persons have no individual responsibility for their housekeeping. In
some cases, old people’s homes can be considered as collective households on the basis of that rule.

(") See page 1 of this Official Journal.



