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The Road Transport (QuaJifications of Operators) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1977 

Made 

Coming into operation 

9th November 1977 

1st January 1978 

The Department of the Environment, being a Department designated(a) 
for the purposes of section 2(2) of the European Communities Act 1972(b) in 
relation to the regulation and supervision of qualifications of persons engaged 
in road transport, in exercise of the pqwers conferred by that section and by 
section 45 of the Transport Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(c), hereby makes the 
following Regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Road Transport (Qualifications 

of Operators) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1977 and shall come into opera­
tion on 1st January 1978. 

Interpretation 
. 2 . .In these Regulations "the Act of 1967" means the Transport Act 

(Northern Ireland) 1967.· 

Qualifications for holders of road service licences 
3.-(1) Part II of the Act of 1967 (carriage of passengers by road) shall 

have effect subject to the following provisions of this Regulation. 

(2) Section 5 of the Act of 1967 (particulars to be provided by applicants 
for road service licences) shall be renumbered as subsection (1) of that section 
and after that subsection there shall be added the following subsections-

"(2) A person applying for a road service licence to which this sub­
section applies shall in addition to the information referred to in sub­
section (1) give the Department such information as may reasonably be 
required to enable the Department to exercise the functions conferred on 
it by section 6A, and in particular shall give-

(a) particulars of any convictions during the five years preceding the 
making of the application, and at any time thereafter until the dis­
posal of the application, of the applicant and of any person speci­
fied in the application in pursuance of section 6A(2) or (3); 

(b) particulars of the financial resources which are, or are likely to be, 
available to the applicant; 

(c) particulars of the professional competence qualifications of the 
applicant and of any person specified in the application in pur­
suance of section 6A(2) or (3); 

(II)S.I. 1975/1707 (1975 III, p. 5814) 
(b) 1972 c. 68 
(c) 1967 c. 37 (N.I.) 



No .. 327 EUi'opeanCommunities 1769 

.(d) .lJ. sta.t¥m~nt il;ldicatil;lg wh~ther or not the ~pplicant intends t<;> use 
vehicles operated unqer the licence to provide a service for the 
carriage of passengers by road elsewhere than in the United 
Kingdom. 

(3) Subsection (2) applies to a road service licence covering motor 
vehicl~s so constructed ami equipped as to. be suitable for carrying more 
tAau nine persons including the driver and intended f9r that purpose, other 
than-·'·· . 

(q) 1)1otor vehicle!) constructed or adapted for the carriage of not more 
than17 persons including the driver and used, or intended to be 
used, in the course ·of a business whose main object is other than 
that of carrying passengers;, and . 

(b) motor vehicles useq by an Educatton and Library Board in the 
carrying olit of the fUlictions of that Board under the Education and 
Libraries (N<;>rthern Ireland) Order 1972(d). 

(4) SUbsection (2)(a) and (b) shall not apply ih relation to an applica­
tion for a. :road service licence by a person who satisfies the Department 
that he is an exempt person.". . 

(3) After s6ction60f the Act of 1967 ther~ shall be inserted the following 
section-'-
"Refusal ?f 6A.-(l) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the 
rl.oadse~lce Department shall refuse to grant to an applicant a road service 
lcence In l' . hi h . 5(2') l' ui1l h' d . certain lcence to w c sectIOn ~pp les~ ess amng regar , ill 

cases. addition to the matters specified in section 6, to the information 
given to it in pursuance of section 5(2), it is satisfied that the 
applicant is--'- . 

(a) of good repute. 
(b) of appropriate financial standing, and 
(c) . professionally competent. 
(2) Tn the case of an ~ppiicant being a boqy corporate the 

req~iremeuts <;>f subsection (l)(a) and (c) shall be satisfied by one 
of the persons in the full-time employment of the applicant who is 
to be responsible for the operatiori of the .motor vehicles to be used 
under the licence and who is specified in the application. 

(3) In the case of an applicant not being ~ body corporate, the 
requirements of subsection (l)(c) may also be regarded as· satisfied 
where there is specified in the application ~ person.in the full-time 
employment of the applicant who is to be responsible for the 
operation of the motor vehicles, to be used under the licence and 
who, ,the Department is ,~atisfied, is Of go<;>d repute and pro­
fessionally c;ompetent. , 

(4) The Department shall ilot be required by subsection (l)to 
refuse to grant a road serVice licence on a ground mentioned in 
subsection (l)(a) or (b) if the applicant .satisfies the Department 
fb,at he is ap. exempt person. . . 

(5) There shall be specified in a·licence granted' by the Depart­
ment in pursuance of 'an .application to which either supsection (2) 
or (3) applies, the person who is to. be responsible for the operation 
of . tb,.e lDptor vebicles. to be used under t4e licence and who is 
speCified in the applieation.". 

(d) S.I.i972/1263 (N.I. 12) 
';74 
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(4) In section 7 of the Act of 1967 (conditions of road service licences)­
(a) after subsection (1) there shall be inserted the following subsections­

"(IA) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the 
Department, when granting a road service licence to which section 5(2) 
applies-

(a) may attach to the licence a condition prohibiting the holder from 
using vehicles operated under the licence for providing a service 
for the carriage of passengers by road elsewhere than in the United 
Kingdom; and 

(b) shall attach to the licence conditions for requiring the holder of the 
licence to inform the Department, in writing within 28 days, if 
during the currency of the licence-
(i) the holder of the licence or the person, if any, specified in the 

licence in pursuance of section 6A(S) is convicted of any 
offence; 

(ii) the holder of the licence becomes bankrupt or goes into 
liquidation or an order of seizure is made against his property 
or a receiver or manager is appointed ,in rel~tion to his trade. 
or business; or 

(iii) the person, if any, specified in the licence in pursuance of sec­
tion 6A(5) ceases for whatever reason to be responsible for the 
operation of the motor vehicles used under the licence. 

(1:8) Where a road service licence to which section 5(2) applies is 
granted by the Department to a person who satisfies the Department that 
he is an exempt person, paragraph (b) of subsection (IA) shall not require 
the Department to attach to the licence the conditions specified in sub­
paragraphs (i) and (ii) of that paragraph."; 
(b) in subsection (2) after the words "to the licence" thereshaUbe inserted 

the words "(other than a condition attached under subsection 
(IA)(b»"; 

(c) after subsection (2) there shall be inserted the following subsection-
"(2A) Where the holder of a road service licence to which is 

attached the conditibnreferred to in subsection (IA)(a) applies for the 
omission of that condition, he shall include in his application such 
particulars as to his professional competence or that of the person, if 
any, specified in the licence in pursuance of section 6A(5), as the 
Department may require.". . 

(5) In section 10 of the Act of 1967 (revocation and suspension of road 
service licences)-

(a) in subsection (2) for the words from the beginning to "road service 
licence" there shall be substituted the words "Where the condition 
broken is' a condition attached to the road service licence otherwise 
than under section 7(IA) the Department shall not revoke or suspend 
the licence under subsection (I)";' 

(b) after subsection (3) there shall be inserted the following subsections­
"(3A) Subject to subsections (3B) to (3E) where at any time during 

the currency of a road service licence to which secti.oli 5(2) applies, it 
appears to the Department that the holder of the licence is not-

(a) of good repute, . 
(b) of appropriate financial standing, or 
(c) professionally competent, 

the Department shall revoke the licence. < 
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(3B) In the case of. the holder of a.1icence .. being a body corporate, 
subsection (3A) shall apply as if in relation to paragraphs (a) and (e), 
it referred to the person who is responsible for the operation of -the 
motor vehicles used under the licence and who is specified in the 
licence in pursuance of section 6A(5). 

(3C) In the case of the holder of a licence not being a body cor­
porate, where ·there is specified in the licence in pursuance of section 
6A(5) a person who is responsible for .the operation of the motor 
vehicles used unqer the licence, subsection (3A) shall apply as if in 
relation to paragraph (a) it referred to that person as well as the holder 
of the licence and as if in relation to paragraph (c) it referred to that 
person. 

(3D) In the event of the death or physical or mental incapacity of 
the holder of a licence or of a person "SPecified in the licence in pur: 
suance of section 6A(5) or in the event of the perso:p. i;o specified 
ceasing for some other reason to be employed by the holder of the 
licence, subsection (3A) shall not require the Department to revoke the 
licence during such period, not exceeding one year from the occurrence 
of the event in questio:p., as the Department may determine, or during 
such further period not exceeding 6 months, as the Department may, 
in· exceptional circumstances, determine. 

(3E) The Department shall not be required by subsection (3A) to 
revoke a licence on a groun:4 mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of that 
subsection if the holder of the licence satisfies the Department that he 
is an e~empt person.". 

Qualifications for holders of road freight operators' licences 
4.~(1) Part III of the Act of 19.67 (carriage of goods by road) shall have 

. effect supject to the following provisions of this Regulation. . 

(2) In section 14 the. words "in Northern Ireland" shall c.ease to have 
effect. 

(3) Section. 15 of the Act of 1967 (applications for operators' licences) shall 
be renumbered as subsection (1) of that section ai1d~ 

(a) in that subsection for the words "section 28" there shall be substituted 
the words "sections 28 and 28A" and at the end there shall be added 
the followingparagtaphs-

"(f) particulars of any convictions during the five years preceding the 
making of the application, and at any time thereafter until ,the dis­
posalof the application, of the applicant and of any person speci­
fied in the application in pursuance of section 28A(2) or (3); 

(g) partiCulars' of the finanCial.resources which ate, or are likely to be; 
. available' to the applicant; '. 

(h) particulars. of the professiona1 competence quaUflcations df the 
applicant and; 6f l;Uly person specified. in the application i,n pur­
suance of section 28A(2) or (3); 

CO a statement indicating whether or not· the applicant intends to use 
goods vehicles operated tlhder the licence to carry goods by road 
for reward elsewhere than in the United Kingdom."; 

(b) after ,subsection (1) there shall be added the following subsection-
. ."(2) Subsection (l)(fYand (g)shallnot apply in relation to an applica­
tion 'for .an operatoJ:'sliCence by a person who satisfies the. Department 
that he is an exempt person.". 
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(4) After section 1S of the Act of 1967 there shall be inserted' the follow­
ing sectioli-

. "Conciitions, 15A.-(1) The Department when gran,ting an operator's 
~f operators licence~ , 
hcen~es. (a) may attach to the licence a condition prohlbiting the h,older 

froin using goods whicles operated under the licence for 
carrying goods by road for rew.ard elsewhere than in the 
lJnitedKingdom; and 

(b) shall attach to the licenc~ conditions for requiring the 
holcjer of the licence to inform the Departme;tl.t, 41 writing' 
within 28. days,·.if during the currency of the licence-
(i) the holder of the licence or the person, if'any, specified 

in the licence in pursuance of se9tiOl;l 28A(S) is convicted 
of arty offence;. 

(ii) th~ holder of th~ Ijce)lce becomes ban~upt Or goes into 
iiquidatio)l or an order of seizure is made against his 
property or a receiver or manager is appoi)lted in rela· 
tion to :his trade or business; or 

(iii) the person, if any, specified in the licence in pursuance -
of section 28A(S) ceases for whatever reason to be 
responsible for the. operation of the goods vehicles used 
under the licence . 

.(2) Where an operator's licence is granted ;by the Department 
to a person who satisfies the Department that he is an exempt 
person, paragraph (b) of subsection (1) shall liotrequire the 
Department to attach to the licence the condition$ specified in sub· 

. paragraphs (i) and (ii) of that paragraph. 
(3) 0.)1 the .appljcation of 'Ule holder of an operator's licence 

to which is attached the condition referred to in subsection (l)(a) 
and on his production of such particulars as to his professional 
competence or that of the person, if any, specified in the licence in 
pursuance of section 28A(S) as the Department Play require, the 
Department may remove that condition from the Hcence. 

(4) Where the holder of an operator's licence, or any person' 
acting with his knowledge or .consent, fai1$ to comply with a con· 
dition of that licence, the holder of the Jicence shall beguilty of 
an offence and be liaple on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £100;". 

(S) After section 28 of the Act of 1967 there shall be inse~ted the following 
sectio.p.-
"Refusal of 28A.-(1) Subject to the following provisions of'tlJ.is.section, the. 
li~:~~~~i~ Department shall refuse to grant to .anapplicant~n Clperator's 
certain licence unless, havi)lg regard, in 1;ldditipn to the matters specified 
C!lses. in s.ection -28, to .the information given to it in pursuance of 'section 

1S(1)(f) to (h), it is satisfied that the applicant is­
(a) of good repute, . 
(b) of appropriate financial standing, and 
(c) professionally competent. 
(2) In the case. of an applicant being l:!- body corporate the 

requirements of subsection (l)(a) and (c).shall besati,sfied by one of 
the persons' in, the full.tirile employment of the applicant who is to 
be responsible for the operation of the goods vehicles to be used 
.under the licence and who is specified. in the application. 


