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SOCIAL SEcuRITY 

No. 272 

The Social Security (Industrial Injuries) (prescribed Diseases) 
Regu1atio~ (Northem Ireland) 1977 

Made 

Coming into operation 

31st August 1977 

31st October 1977 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. Citation, commencement and interpretation. 

PART II 

PRESCRIPTION OF DISEASES AND PRESUMPTION AS TO THEIR ORIGIN 

2. Prescription of diseases and injuries and occupations for which they 
are prescribed. 

3. Sequelae or resulting conditions. 
4. Presumption that a disease is due to the nature of employment. 

PART III 

DATE OF DEVELOPMENT AND RECRUDESCENCE 

S. Development of disease. 
6. Date of development. 
7. Recrudescence. 
8. Transitional provisions-workmen's;compensation cases. 

PART IV 

ApPLICATION OF CHAPTER IV OF PART II OF THE ACT AND OF 
REGULATIONS MADE THEREUNDER 

9. Definition of "relevant disease". 
lO. Application of Chapter IV of Part II of the Act. 
11. Application of Claims and Payments Regulations and Benefit Regula. 

tions. 
12. Diseases contracted outside Northern Ireland. 
13. Injury benefit. 
14. Disablement benefit not preceded by injury benefit. 
15. Assessment of extent of disablement. 
16. Death benefit for woman having care of deceased's children. 
17. Special provisions as to determination of regular occupation in relation to 

persons claiming an increase of benefit for special hardship. 
18. Exception from requirements as to notice. 
19. Provisions as to medical examination. 
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PART V 

PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINATION OF CLAIMS AND QUESTIONS 

20. Application of this Part of these' regulations. 
21. Application of Part III of the Act . 
.22. Applicatioll of Determination of Claims and Questions Regulations. 
23. Reference' of diagnosis and recrudescence questions for medical report. 
24. Power.to dispense with reference for medical report. 
25. Procedure on receipt of medical report. 
26. Notification of diagnosis or recrudescence decision and right of appeal. 
27. Appeal or reference to medical board. 
28. Appeal or reference to medical appeal tribunal. 
29. Review of previous assessment following recrudescence decision. 
30. Review of decision on diagnosis or recrudescence question. 
31. Constitution and procedure of a medical board and medical appeal 

tribunal. 

PART VI 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO PNEUMOCONIOSIS, BYSSINOSIS, 
OCCUPATIONAL DEAFNESS AND CERTAIN OTHER DISEASES 

32. Injury benefit not payable. 
33. Special conditions for disablement benefit for pneumoconiosis, byssinosis 

and diffuse mesothelioma. 
34. Pneumoconiosis-effects of tuberculosis. 
35. Pneumoconiosis-effects of emphysema and chronic bronchitis. 
36. Increase of benefit for special hardship-special provision for pneumo­

coniosis cases. 
37. Special requirement for pneumoconiosis claimants in unscheduled 

OQCupation cases. 
38. Occupational deafness-time limit for claiming benefit. 
39. Occupational deafness-further claim. 
40. Occupational deafness-effect of presbyacusis on assessment. 
41. Occupational deafness-period to be covered by assessment of disable­

ment. 
~§: } Occupational deafness-review of asses$ment for unforeseen aggravation. 
44. Occupational deafness-no appeal against initial provisional assessment 

of disablement. . 
45. Occupational deafness-lower and upper limits of assessment. 
46. Occupational deafness-commencement date of period of assessment. 
47. Special power of medical board· in cases of pneumoconiosis, byssinosis 

and certain other diseases. 
48. Finality of decisions. 

PART VII 

49. Revocations and transitional provision. 
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SCHEDULES 

No. 272 

SCHEDULE I-Part I-List of prescribed djseases and injuries and the occu­
pations for which they are prescribed (except pneumoconiosis 
and byssinosis). 

Part IF-Occupations for which pneumoconiosis is prescribed. 

SCHEDULE 2'-Modifications of Chapter IV of Part II, and Part III of the 
Social Security (Northern Ireland) Act 1975.in their applica­
tion to benefit and claims and questions to which these 
regulations apply. 

SCHEDULE 3-Regulations revoked. 

The Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ir~land, in 
exercise of the powers conferred on it by sections 76, 77, 78, 113, 115 and 146 
of, and Schedule 13 to; the Social Security.(Northern Ireland) Act 1975(a), 
and section 2 of, and paragraph 9(1)(a) and (c) of Schedule 3 to, the Social 
Security (Consequential Provisions) Act 1975(b), and of all other powers 
enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations: 

PART I 

GENERAL 

Citation, commencement and interpretation 
1.-{l) These regulations may be cited as the Social Security (Industrial 

Injuries) (presqribed Diseases) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1977 and shall 
come into operation on 31st October 1977. 

(2) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires~ 
"the Act" means the Social Security (Northern Ireland) Act 1975; 
"the Workmen's Compensation Acts" means the Workmen's Compensa­

tion Acts (Northern Ireland) 1927 to 1943(c), or the' enactments 
repealed by the Workmen's Compensation Act (Northern Ireland) 
1927(d), or the enactments repealed by the Workmen's' 'Compensation 
Act 1906(e); 

"the Benefit Regulations" means the Social security (Industrial Injuries) 
(Benefit) Regulations (NQrthern Irelan~) 1976(f), as amended(g); . 

"the Claims and Paymen.ts Regulations" nH~ans the Social Security (Claims 
and Payments) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975(h), as amended(i); 

"the Determination of. Claims and Questions Regulations" means .the 
Social Security (Determination of Claims and Questions) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 19750), as amended(k); 

"asbestos textiles" means yarn or cloth composed of asbestos or of asbestos 
mixed with any other material; 

(a) 197$ c. 15 
(b) 1975 c. 18 
(c) 1927 c. 16 (N.l.); 1931c. 16 (N.!.); 1940 c. 18 .(N.!.); 1941 c. 16 (N.!.); 1943 c. 6 

(N.l.); 1943 c. 13 (N.I.) . 
(d) 1927 c. 16 (N.I.) 
(e) 1906 c. 58 
(f) S.R. 1976 No. 42 
(g) S.R. 1976 No. 259; 1977 Nos. 73 and 74 
(h) S.R. 1975 No. 104 (1, p. 641) , 
(i) S.R. 1975 No. 202 (II, p. 103.0; 1976.Nos. 99, 175 and 321; 1977 No. 73 
(j) S.R. 1975 No. 100 (1, p. 597) 
(k) S.R. 1975 No. 202 (II, p. 1036) and 1976 No. 99 
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"coal mine" means any mine where one of the objects of the mmmg 
o~rations is the getting of coal (including bituminous coal, cannel 
coal, anthracite, lignite and brown coal); 

"diffuse mesothelioma" means the disease numbered 44 in Part I of 
Schedule 1 to these regulations; 

"employed earner" means employed earner for the purposes of industrial 
injuries benefit and the term "empJoyed earner's employment" shall be 
construed accordingly; , 

"farmer's lung" means the disease numbered 43 in Part I of Schedule 1 to 
these regulations; 

"foundry" means those parts of industrial premises where the production 
of metal articles (other than' pig iron or steel ingots) is carried on by 
cas,ting (not being diecasting or other casting in metal moulds), toget­
her with any part of the same premises where any of the following 
processes is carried on incidentally to such production, namely, the 
drying and subsequent preparation of sand for moulding (including 
the reclamation of used moulding sand), the preparation of moulds and 
cores, knock-out operations and dressing or fettling operations; 

"grindstone" means a grindstone composed of natural or manufactured 
sandstone and includes a metal wheel or cylinder into which blocks of 

. natural or manufactured sandstone are fitted; . 
"mine" includes every shaft in the course of being sunk, and every level 

and inclined pJane in the course of being driven, and all the shafts, 
levels, planes, works, tramways, and sidings, both below ground and 
above ground, in and adjacent to and belonging to the mine, but does 
not include any part of such premises on which any manufacturing 
process is carried on other than a process ancillary to the getting or 
dressing of minerals or the preparation of minerals for sale; 

"occupational deafness" means the disease numbered 48 in Part I of 
Schedule 1 to these regulations; 

"pneumoconiosis" means fibrosis of the lungs due to silica dust, asbestos 
dust or other dust, and includes the condition of the lungs known as 
dust reticulation but does not include byssinosis; 

"prescribed disease" means a disease or injury prescribed under Part II of 
these regulations, and references to a prescribed disease being con­
tracted shall be deemed to include references to a prescribed injury 
being received; 

"silica :rock" means quartz, quartzite, ganister, sandstone, gritstone and 
chert, but not natural sand or rotten rock; 

"tuberculosis" in the description of the disease numbered 38 in Part I of 
Schedule 1 to these regulations means disease due to tuberculous in­
fection, but when used elsewhere in these regulations in connection 
with pneumoconiosis means tuberculosis of the respiratory system only; 

and other expressions have the same meanings as in the Act. 

(3) Unless the context otherwise requires, any reference in these' regula­
tions-

(a) to a numbered section or Schedule is to the section of or, as the case 
may be, the Schedule to the Act bearing that number; 

(b) to a numbered regulation is a reference to the regulation bearing that 
number in these regulations and any reference in a regulation to a 
numbered paragraph is a reference to the paragraph of that regulation 
bearing that number; . 

48A 
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(c) to any provision made by or contained in any enactment or instrument 
shall be construed as a reference to that provision as amended or 
extended by any enactment or instrument and as including a reference 
to any provision which it re-enacts or replaces, or which may re-enact 
or replace it, with or without modification. 

(4) The rules for the construction of Acts of Parliament contained in the 
Interpretation Act 1889(1) shall apply in relation to this statutory rule and in 
relation to any revocation effected thereby as if this statutory rule, the regula­
tions revoked by it and any regulations revoked by the regulations so revoked 
were Acts of Parliame~t. and as if each revocation were a repeal. 

PART II 

PRESCRIPTION OF DISEASES AND PRESUMPTION AS TO THEIR ORIGIN 

Prescription of diseases and injuries and occupations for which they are 
prescribed 
z. For the purposes of Chapter V of Part II of the Act-
(a) subject to paragrap4 (d) each disease or injury set out in the first column 

of Part I 6f Schedule 1 to these regulations is prescribed in relation to 
all persons who have been employed on or after 5th July 1948 in 
employed earner's emplpyment in any occupation set against such 
disease or injury in the second column of the said Part; 

(b) pneumoconiosis is prescribed-
(i) in relation to all persons who have been employed on or after 5th 

July 1948 in employed earner's. employment in any occupation set 
out in Part II of the said Schedule; and 

(li) in relation to all other persons who have been so employed in any 
occupation involving exposure to dust and who have not worked at 
any time (whether in employed earner's employment or not) in any 
occupation in relatiori to which pneumoconiosis is prescribed by 
virtue of regulations (apart from this sub-paragraph in force)­
(a) in the case of any claim for disablement benefit or a claim for 

death benefit in respect of the death of a person to whom disable­
ment benefit has been awarded in respect of pneumoconiosis. on 
the date of the claim for disablement benefit; 

(b) in the case of a claim for death benefit in respect of the death 
. of any other person, on the date of the death of that person; 

(c) byssinosis is prescribe(l in relation· to all persons who have been 
employed-
(i) in employed earner's employment at any time on or after 5th July 

1948; and 
(ii) for a period or periods (whether ,before or after 5th July 1948) 

amounting in the aggregate to not less than 5 years; 
in any occupation in any room where any process up to and including 
the winding or beaming process is performed in factories in which the 
spinning or manipulation of raw or waste cotton or of flax is carried on; 

(d) oQcupational deafness is prescribed in relation to all persons who have 
been employed-

(l) 1889 c. 63 


