
No; 113 Animals 

1977 No. 113 

. A,N1MALS 

Rabies (Importation of Dogs, Cats and Other Mainlmals) 
. Order (Northern Ireland) 1977 

Made 

Coming into 'operation .. 

29th .4pril 1977 .-

7th June 1977 . 

373 

The Dep~ent(a) of AgriCulture; in exercise:of the .pow:e~s conferred on 
it by sections 4 .. 5, 13, 18, 20, 22, 2'3, 44 and 53.Q(and the Third Sc1J.edule to 
the Diseases of Animals Act (Northern lrehind) 1958(b), as extenqed in the 
case of sections 4, 18 and 53 by Articles 5, 6, 7 and 8 ofth6 DiSeases of 
Animals (Northern Ireland) Order 1975(c), and in the cas'e of secti&ns 18 and 
23 and the Third Schedule by ArtiCle 3 of the Diseases of Animals (Amend­
ment) (Northern' Ireland) Order 1975(d), and of every other power ena!bling it 
in that ibehalf, hereby makes the following Order: . 

Citation,. commtmc.ement and purpos~,: . 
. 1.--(1) This Order may be' cited as the Rabies (Importation of Dogs, Cats 

and Other Mammals) Order (Northern Ireland) 1977 and shall come into 
operation on 7th June 1977. . '.', 

(2) This Order is made .for the purpose of preventing -the introduction of 
mbies into· Northern Ir<~land. . 

Revocation 
2. The following Orders. ,are hereby revoked:-. . 
lmportation of Dogs and Gats Order (Northern.lreland) 1961(e); ; 
Importation of Dogs and Cats (Amendment and Revocation) 'Order (Nor-

th,ern Ireland) 1970(f);. .. . 
Rabies (Importation o.f Mam,nials) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(g) except 

. Article 3.. , . . ' '.' 

Interpretation . 
3.---':'(1) In this. Ord.er.:....:... . 
"the 'Act" mea:ns' the 'Dis,ea~esof Arumals Ayt.(Northern Ireland) 1958; , 
"animal" means .~n animal.(otlier than .man) belongjng. to any. family or 

species of thy order~. of :Ql;immals sp~yified' in. Parts I and II of the 
Schedule; . '. .' .. '.' . . 

"authorised carrying agent" means a person authorised by the Department 
under Artiele 10 to carry animals;· 

"authoris~ quarantine premises" means' premises authorised by the 
. Department :under Miele. 9 for use .for the detention and -isolation of 

api111als.in qua-rantine; .. 

(a) Formerly M:incrstiy: see'1973 c. 36.Sch: 5 para. 8(1).' " . 
(b) 1958 c. 13 (N.I.) as adapted to hovercraft· by S.J. 1972/~71 '(1972 II, p. 3024). 
(c) S.J. 1975j4Hr (N.I. 3)., 
(d) S.l. 197511307 (N.I. 12). , 
(e) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1961 No. 29 (p. 137)." . 
(f) S.R. & O. (RI.) 1970 No. 298 (p. 1396). 
(g) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 17 {po 58). 
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"cat" means an animal belonging to the species Felis catus of the order" of 
mammals Carnivora; " ' 

"constable" means a member. of'the'Royal Ulster Constabulary and any 
member of a police force employed by a railway, dock, harbour, port 
or 'airport authority; , 

"contact animal" means an animal belonging to: any family or species of 
the orders of mammals specified in Part III of the Schedule; 

"Depa~tment" means the Departn:tent of Agriculture; , 
"dog" means an animal belonging to the species Canis familiaris of the 

order of mammals Carnivora; 
"" !:'fia.rbbur" has'the meaning 'assignoo to it py section 742' of the Merchant 

: 'Shippi~g" Act ,:1894(h) 'and inCludes ap.y pla~ ,at which hqver<?r:aftare 
loaded or unloaded;' ' 

;," ,"iandi~g, i>l~ce" ,means"":" , 
" ,{i} tlieport of Belfast or ~e1fast Airport; 

, " (ii) any pott or airport at which an anhmil is permitted to !be'landed 
in accordance with a licence'granted by the Departinent;and ' ' 

(iii) any port or airport to which a vessel or aircraft bringing an 
animal to Northern Ireland ,is" ordered 'to be diverted' hi "the 

" "'.' ; interests of safety' or ill' the light 'of other exceptional circum-
" stances; , :-;,: ' ' " ", ",' ":, ' , ,,', -, ' 

"licence" means a licence granted under this' Order, and' inchides 'any 
,perm~t, approval or other"form of authorisati<;m; , ' 

"master" means the person having the charge::'or cOntrol of a veSsel;' ,: 
"registered medical practitioner" means a person included in th~,M.~ical 

Register maintained l?y the Gen~ral Medical CoJ,lncil; " ',,' , 
"research prewises" meanll premises, at which" animals, which h~ve been 

brought ,to Northern -Ireland ITom' a pUlce outside Northern' Ireland are 
" used in connection' with scientific research; '" ' 
"veterinary inspector" me~s a per~on ,appoi~ted by the Departme~t to be 
, , an inspebtor for the ,purpOses of the Act~ being either a'"member of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or a veterinary practitioner 
qualified as approvediby the Department. 

(2) For the purposes of this Order an animal shl):}1.be deemed to hay~ been 
lanc;led in Northern Irel~nd imme4i;:J,tely it i~ ,:tlI).loaded or :taken out, of, or in 
any other maliner leaves oJ," escapes from. a ,,~ssel or aircraft: ' 
, " ,P~ovided that thi,S' paragraph '&hall'not:,apply j~'iespect of'~ a~iln:al' ~hich 
is, under the authority of an inspector, ;transported by water direCtlY: from one 
vessel to another without the boat in which the animal is carried touching 
land, or the animal being ':init on iand. : " " ,', :" ~ , 

Prohibition on landing of 'animals' ' ",' ,. ~ ,":" 
" 4:-{l) Thdanding'l~ N~rthern' Ireland of the."f.Qll~Wing al)lmals 'i~' hereby 
prohibited except under and in accordance with the cb:d:ditioris of a licence 
granted by the Department:-

(a) any animal throught> from .. 3;' countrY other than,',Great Britain, the 
'ChanneLIsla:I1dS, the Isle of Man 'or the 'RepubliC ~nrela,Iid; " " , , ,: 

(b) any animai, other than a dog or cat, broughtfroni Great'Britain, the 
Channel Islands or the Isle of Man;'. ,:':, 'C " ' '.... ' 

I ., ~.' ,. • .', 

(h) 1894 c. 60. 
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(c) any animal.~rought from the. Republic of Ireland which has previously 
. . ..' been brought to the Republic of Ireland from a. place other than Great 

"BiLtain, the Channel Islands, the. Isle of Man or 'Northern Ireland, 
unless such animal has been detained and isolated in quarantine for a 

.. period of at least six mon,t1;:ts iQefore being landed in Northern Ireland; 
Cd) a' dog or.eatbrought . from Great Britain, the Channel Islands or the 
. . . Isle of Man ':wbich has previously been brought to those countries from. 

a place outside' those countries (other than Northern Ireland or the 
Republic of Ireland), unless such dog or cat 'has been detained and 
isolated in quarantine for a period of ·at least six months before being 
landed in Northern Ireland:" 

(2) While' a direction under paragraph (~) is in ,force the "landing iIi Nor­
thern :jIel!l;nq of any animal broug~t from Great Britain. the Channel IsI~nds, 
t~e Isle of Ma~ 9r the Repulblic of Ir~lalld,. or such of those 'c~untries as shall 
be specified in the dir~tion. is hereby prohibited except under and in accord­
ance with the conditions of a licence granted by the Department. 

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the provisions of section.20 of the Act as they 
apply to imported .J'loi'seS, other- than subsection (3). are hereby exten9~d to 
a.ny;animal which for the' time' being may tbe landed in Northern·Ireland only 
under and in accordanCe with a licence under paragraphs (1) or (2). 

"( 4) Withciut prejudice to any other provision of this' Order"""':' 
(a) the provisioD:s of Part I or" the Third Schedule 'to the Act·relli.ting to 

slaughter shall not apply to animals fbrought from the Republic of 
.". Ireland; ..'.. . 

. (b) subject to sub-paragraph (c) and paragraph (5). the provisions of Part IT 
of the Third Schedule to the Act relating to quarantine shall not apply 
to animals brought from Great Btjtajn, ,the Channel Islands, the Isle of 
Man or the Republic of Ireland; . 

(c) the exemption from the provisions of Par:t IT qf the Third Sohedule to 
the Act conferred by sub-paragraph (b) shall not apply to' an animal 
brought from Great Britain, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man or tQe 
Republic of Ireland' which has . previously been brought to those 
countries from a place outside those countries (other 'than a place in 
Northern Ireland) unless such animal has heen 'detained and isolated 
in quarantine for a· period of .at least six 'months before being landed 
in Northern Ireland." '. . .. .' 

. (5) If at any time the De,partment has reason to ;beli~ve that the~e is~ 
outbreak of rabies in Great Britain, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man or 
the Rep~b1ic. of Ireland. apd:.it appears to the pepartment to be n~cessary to 
act as a matter of urgency for the purpose of preventing the introduction of 
rabies into Northern Ireland, the Department may direct that the provisions 
of paragraph (2) shall. apply to all· animals brought to'Northern Ireland from 
those countries .. or such of those countries as shall be specified in the airection, 
and that notwithstanding paragraph'(4) such animals shall, unless the Depart­
ment otherwise prescribes •. be subject to ,the provisions of Part II of the Third 
Schedule to the Act relating to quarantine. A. direction under this paragraph 
shall remain .in force until revoked by the Department. . 
··.·"(6)·Wherethe'.Dep~it~~nt ~akes a direotion underparagraph'(5) it shall 

take.all reasonable steps to. bring it to the notice of any person who is likely to 
be affected by it, and in any proceedings for an offence arising by virtue only 
of the directio~. it shall be a defence that at the time when ,the offence was 
committed the. accusedhid>noreason. to believe that the direction was in 
existence. " ... ' . 
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, (7) Subject to paragraph (8), any animal to which the provisions of Part II 
of the Third Schedule to the Act apply, and in respect of which 'a licence under 
.that paragraph has not been granted, shall be landed at the port of Belfast or 
Belfast Airport., . 

(8) The Department may on being satisfied that exceptional circums,tances 
exist in connection with the ihringing into Northern Ireland of a particular 
animal, grant a licence for the landing of that animal at a port or airport oth~r 
than the port of Belfast or Belfast Airport. " ' 

(9) Nothing in parag.raphs (7) and (8) shall render it unlawful (subject to 
the authority of an inspector first having been obtained) ;for an animal to be 
landed at a place in NOJ;"thern Ireland (other than the port of Belfast or Belfast 
AirPort,.or a port or airport at which the animal is permitted,to,be landed in 
accordance with a licence granted under paragraph (8» to which the vessel or. 
as ~e case may be, the aircraft which is bringing the animal to Northern 
Ireland is ordered t.o· be diverted in the interests .of safety, or il;1 the light of 
other excepti.onal circumstances. 

(10) For the purposes .of this Order, an animal which-
(a) is taken from a place in Northern Ireland, Great Britairi~ the Channel 

Islands, the Isle of Man .or the Repulblic .of Ireland to a place outside 
those c.ountries (whether or not it is landed at that place or comes into 

. contact with any .other animal while there, or dm?ng ~he journey thereto 
: or therefrom), 9r ", " 

(b) while outside N.orthern Ireland, comes into c.ontact with an animal to 
which, i~ it were brought to Northef11. Ireland, any .of the prohibi~ons 
.on landing contained. in paragraphs (1) or (2) would apply, ' 

·shall be· deemed to be an animal Ibr.oughtfrom a piaee outside' N.orthern 
Ireland when landed in Northern Ireland.· ' 

Detention and isolation i~' ~icarantine . 
5.-{1) Where an animal specified in Part I of the Schedule is landed in 

Northern Ireland and is subject to Part II.of the Third: Schedule to the Act, it 
~hal1, aft~r being so landed, ib,e immediately detained and is.olated in,quarantine 
at'its owner's expense f(}r the rest of its life, at such 'premises arid subject to 
such conditions as maY,ibe specified in the licence; and in the event of such an 
animal being born in Northern Ireland (whether or not its, parents, or any 
one of them, were brought from a place outside Northern Ireland) it shall, for 
the purposes of this Order, be deemed t.o be an animal brQughUrom a place 
ol.ltside Northern Ireland, and the foregoing provisions of this paragraph with 
regard t.o detention and isolation in quarantine. for life ,shall apply to that 
animal. ' " 

'(2) Where an animal specified' in 'Part II of the Schedule is landed in 
Northern Ireland and is subject t.o Part 1J) .of the Third 'Schedule to the Act~ it 
shall, after being so landed, be immediately detaine,d and isolated in quarantine 
at its' owner's expense- " . 

(a) for a period of six months, or ' , ' , 
(b) in the case of an animal brought to Northern Ireland from ,Great 

Britain, the Channel Islands, the Isle"of Man or the RepUblic of Ireland 
, before the end of'a period .of detention and isolation hi quarantIne in 
that country, for such period ,as the Departm,ent may specify as, will 

, ensure that the animal is detained and isolated in quarap-tine -for an 
aggregate perio~ of not less than six months from 'the date of its landing 
in that country, ' ',' 
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at such premises and subject to· such conditions as may Ibe $pecified in the 
lic~nce'; and.in the event of any offspring being Iborn to any such animal during 
the period of its detention." and isolation in. qmirantine~ such offspring shall 
sifuilarly be detained' and isolated. at its owner's expense for the remainder of 
'the 'period ,applying ill respect of it~ . dMl1, 'or for such shOJ,ier period,' ~nd at 
suchpre:h).ises and"subject to such coilditions, as the'Department may in any 
particular 'case direct. " " .. , 

(3) The Department may by licence permit two or more animals required 
to ,be. de,tained under the foregoing provisi~ns of this hlticle to be kept 
together in quarantine,. sulhject t6 such conditions as'may be specified in the 
licence:' . '. . '. . 

. . Provided ,that, where the licence is' gra~ted in resPect 0& . two or more 
animals to which paragraph (2) applies, the iperiod of quarantine referred to 
in that paragraph shall, unless the Department otherwise directs, be computed 
:ill resPect of' all the animaLs to which' the licence relates :by reference to the 
latest dat~ on which any such animal was landed in Northern Ireland. ' 

... , (4) 'Where the Department is satisfied ,that 'exceptionaldrcumstances exist. 
it may.by licence' permit other animals to ibe kept with animals being detained 
in quarantine under the foregoing provisions. of ,this Article, subject to com­
pliance with such conditions as may be ~pecified in the licence; and where an 
animal to which such a licence relates has been in contact with an animal 
detained under the f6regoing, provisions of this Article, it' shall remain in 
'quarantine at its owner's expense for the remainder <?f the period applying 'in 
respect of the animal with which it has been in contact, or for such shorter 
period as the Department may in any particular case direct, and shall be 
treated for the purposes of.this Order as an &nimallWhich ha~ been brought t~ 
Northern Ireland from a place outside Northern. Ireland,' ' 

(5) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Article, where an 
outbreak of rabies occurs. at authorised quarantine premises, or where the 
Department .has reason to suspect th~t an animal detained or previously 
detained' at such premises may ibe (}f may ,have been affected with thaldisease, 
it may, without prejudice to the operation of the provisions of the Rabies 
(Co,ntr.ol) Order (Northern Ireland) 1977(i) by notice served on the veterinary 
surgeon or registered 'medical practitioner supervising the premises, and- (where 
practicable) on the owner of any animal detained or previously detained 
thereat, require that such animal be detained and isolated at its owner's 
expense f.or such longer period as maybe specified in the notice, and subject 
to such conditions as. may be ~O specified .. 

(6) Where an animal dies while being qetained in accordance with the pro­
visions of paragraphs (1) or (2), or paragraph (2) of Article 12, the carcase 'of 
the 'animalshall not be buried or destroyed until such tests .of other examina­
tions as the Department may require have been carried out, a:nd the carcase 
shall subsequently be 'buried or destroyed in. accordance with the instructions 
of a vett;rinary inspe~tor . 

. Vacc,.ination .of dogs and cats.in quarantine 

6.-{~). During,th~ period of its detention andlsolationin quarantine under 
the prOVISIons of Article 5(2), every dog and cat shall, at its owner's expense 
be vaccinate~ against raibies with a vaccine approved for the' purpose by th~ 
Department, In such manl1er, and on such number of occasions and at such 
inte~vals, as the Depattmen,t, may require either generally, or in relation to a 
partIcular caSe. . 

(i) S.R. 1977 No. 11. 


