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The Department(a) of Agriculture. in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
sections 1. as amended by Article 3 of and Schedule 3 to the European Com­
munities (Agriculture) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(b). 4 and 9 of the Seeds 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(c) and of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf. and after consultation with representatives of ~uch interests as appear 
to it to be concen;led. hereby makes the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Cereal Seeds Regulations (Nor­

thern Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation on 26th October 1976. 

Revocation 
2. The Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1974(d) are hereby 

revoked. 

1 nter pretation 
3.-(1) In these Regulations.-
"The Act" means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965; 
"Common Catalogue" means the Common Catalogue of varieties of kinds 

of agriculturalf)lants published in the Official Journal of the European 
Communities; . 

"The Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"Higher Voluntary Standard'; means the st~ndards so. described in Schedule 

2 in relation to the seeds, being standards 'which the seeds satisfy and 
which in relation to Parts I and II of the said Schedule. they have, on 
official examination, been shown to satisfy; . 

'''mainhiner'' means a person who is indicated in a National List or i~ the 
Common catalogue as responsible for the maintenance of the particular 
cer.eal variety; 

"marketing" includes, as the context shall permit, the offer for sale, 
exposllre for sale, s':lle and possession with a view to sale, of seeds· and 
any transaction in the. course of business:-

(a) under which the property in seeds is transferred from one person 
to another; or 

(b) under which the seeds are m;tde over by one person to another in 
f)ursuance of a contract under which the seeds will be used for 
producing further. seeds. or for producing plants or parts of 
plants for human or animal consumption; 

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8(1) 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 351 (p. 1740) . 
(c) 1965 c. 22 (N.I.) 
(d) S.R. 1974 No. 148 (I, p. 569) 
>It. 
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"Member Stlte" means a member state of the European Communities; 
"National List" means a list of varieties of killds of cereals published in 

accordance with the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) Regulations 
1973(e) or any regulations superseding those Regulations; 

"offiCialexamina:tion" as·resp·e·cts seeds harvested in ·the United Kingdom' 
means in .relatjon to Northe.J;'n Ireland an examin!\>tion carried out by or 
on, behalf of the Department, subject to the payment of any fee 
-imposed by reguhtions made under the Act,or:in relation to England 
.ap.d Wales by or on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and 
Food or, in' relation to :Scotland, the .Secretary of .State and as respects 
'seeds harvested 'elsewhere "than in the United :Kingdom, an examination 
approved by the Department; 

"official label" and "official notice" mean respectively a label and a notice 
:prepared by or on behalf of the De:partment; 

"seed~" means seeds to which these Regulations refer by virtue of Regu­
lation 4; 

"small package" means a package of ,pre-basic seeds, basic seeds,.certified 
seeds, certified :seedsof the .first genetation, certified .seeds of ·the second 
generation or a mixture of seeds, containing no more than a. net weight 
of 15 kilograms of seeds. 

(2) In these Regulations, in relation to ;tpecategories.rof 'seeds referred t6 
herein-

"pre-basic seeds" means seeds of a generation earlier than that of basic . 
seeds-

(a) which have been produced by or ·.under ·the responsibility of the 
maintainer, 

(b) which are .intended for the productiQn of pre-basic seeds, .uncer­
tified pre-basic 'seed~, basic 'seedS, certified .seeds, :certlfied seeds 
of the first generation or certified Seeds of the :second :generation, 
and 

.cc) which satisfy the minimum standard. :requirements for basic 
seeds set out in Schedule 2 and which hav.e., on ·an official 

. examination, been :found to satisfy the minimum standard 
requirements .set out in Parts I .and IT of the said. Schedule; 

"uncertified pre-basic seeds" means seeds of a .generationearlier than 
that of basic seeds-

Ca) which have been produced in the United Kingdom by ror under 
. the responsibility of the maintainer., and 
(b) which are intended for the production of .pre-basic .seeds, uncer­

tlfied pre-basic seeds or basic seeds: 
"basic seeds" .means -

Ca) seeds of oats, barley, rye, wheat, hard wheat :and spelt wheat, 
(i) which have been produced by or under the :Fesponsibility of 

the,inaintaiiler,. . . 
(ii) which 'are intended to be used for the production of certified 

seeds, 'certified seeds of the first .generation or certified Seeds 
of the second generation, and 

(e) S.l. 1973/994 (1973 n, p. 3024) 
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>(iii) which satisfi ';'the tequirements for 'basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2,ahd,which have on an official examination been 
found to satisfy the .requirements set ,out in Parts I and II of 
the .said Schedule;;' " , 

(b)', seeds of, bpen pollinateci varieties ofniaize. 
(i) which have been produced by or 'under the responsibility of 

~he maintainer, 
(ii) which are int6tid6<;l to be used fOI: the production of certified 

seeds of the' sanieval'iety, top cross,hybrids or inter-varietal 
, hybJilds" ,and, " 

, , (iii) which satisfy 'the' requirements for basic se~q~: set out ip 
Schedule, 2, ,and which have,on ~n official examination been 

"Jound to'sitisfY the requiremeilts s'et 'but in Part~ I and'II of 
'the said Scliedule;' ' " ' 

(c) seeds of inbred Hnes of maize, . 
which satisfy the requirements, for' basic seeds set out in 

'.' Schedule 2 and which have,ou':aIl official examination been 
; , found to satisfy the' requirements set out in Parts I and II of 
, , the said, Schedule; , ' 

(cl) seeds of single 'croSs, hybrids of maize, 
'(i) which' are intended to 'be used for the production of double 

cross hybrids, three way', cross hybrids or top crogs hybrids, 
, 'and 

(ii) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2 and which have oh an' official examination been 

, . ' ,.f<;>un~l to ,satisfy the,requirements set ~out, in Pan;s, I and,H of 
, ' 'the. said Schedule;' ,.,' " 

"certified seeds" means seeds of rye and maize ~ 
(a) which have been produced directly from :basic seeds Or, with the 

approval of the mailltajner; frompre-hasicseeds;':' : 
(b) whiph are ,intended, to .. be used 'mainly, for the pn;>duction of 

plants or parts of plants for human ,0:( animal consumption; 'and 
(c) which satisfy the req:uirements for certified seeds set .out.in 

Schedule 2 and whiCll, l1ave, on aij. ()fficial examination been 
found to ,satisfy the requirements set out in Parts' I and 'n of 
the said Schedule; """, ,:',', ,', 

"certified seeds of the first generation" means 'seeds of oats, barley; wheat, 
hard wheat and spelt wheat ~ ", . , 

:,Ca) which 'have been produced directly,fr,ojn basic seeds or, with the 
,approval of the maintainer, from .pre-basic seeds, , , 

: (b)"which, are .intended either fot the 'production of certified' seeds of 
the second generation or to :f:?eused' mainly for the produCtion of 
plants or parts of plants for human or animaI consumption, and 

(c) "'hich saiis.fy ;the, requirements for certified' seeds of th~ first 
, 'generation, set ,out in, Schedule 2 and which have on an official 

, .. ' ~~amin,atiQn, Qeen' found to' satisfy. the' requirement$·. set out in 
" , Parts.! and. It; .qf ,the said Schedule~. , ' 
, ,'}'certified seeds ,of the>secoij.d :generation',' 'nieill1s' ·seeds: of"oats; barley, 

, 'wheat;hatd wheat ,and·, spelt Wheat.-:-' , "'.' " ': . :". 

48A 
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. _ (q) wijiop. hfl.ve-. ·peen :,prgduced dfJ;ectly: fJ;9~ ,Q.asic seeds, certified 
. ::': s~~ds.·Qf the.first.generation pr, with the ~pproval of the main­
. ·tainer, from pr~-:basic-seeds, 
(b) which are intended to be 'used mainly for the production of 

plants:9t-parts Qf plants for:.,humaD, or animal:consumption, and 
. (c) which ~atisfy ·the reqJ}irements tor certi.fiedseeds of the' second 

. generation set out in Schedule .2 and .which 'have on an official' 
'. .. examination been found to satisfy the requir~l"D,ents set out in 

.' Parts I and H.of the- said' Schedule. . .: 

(4) In these Regulations, in relation to the varieties; inbred lines and 
-hybrids of maize - .' '. '.~ .'. . 
.. '. "op~~ ·P911{riat~·ci v~riety" :ni~~n~·~.suffiCiently. uniform and stable variety; 

"inbred line" means a suffiCiently uniform and 'stable line, obtained either 
·by artificial self-fertilisation together with selection over several succes­
s.iye ge1.1erations or byequival~nt operations; 

. "single cross .hYl:>rid'~ means the first generation of· a cross between two 
inbred ~ines, defined by ·the inaintainer;. . 

"double cross hybrid" means the first generation .of a cross between two 
simple hybrids, definyd by the maintailler; 

"three way cross hyoridJ
' means ,the first generation of a cross .between an 

.: .. inbred line and a 'single~cross"hybrid, defined by the maintainer; 
"top cross hybrid" means the first generation of a cross' between either an 

. inbred line 01'- ~ single cross'. hy~~id. and an ':open poliinated variety, 
defined by the maintainer;'" ..' . . . 

"ititei-varletalhybrid'" means the first g~n~~~ti9n of a crQss between plants 
grown from basic seeds of two open pollinated varieties, defined by the 
maintainer. '. "... ,.,: . 

Seeds to which the Regulations apply .. '.' . 
". 4.-(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) arjd (3);'th.e·se Regulati6nsapply to cereal 
seeds of the kinds set out "in Schedule' 1 :being seeds "intended t6 be used only 
for '~he production :?f agricultural.crop~: .. " .' .. " . 

- .,' . -,.,':': 

(2) Tltese. Re~l~tion~ .shall ~'ot 'apply, ~to ~ ~" ..... " "'~ . 
(a) seeds which are marketed for delivery els~where' tha~., in a Member 
. State,.· ": '.' ': . " 

(b) seeds' used or to be used for research orexp~rim~nt, 
.. ' (cY'seeds:used or; to be lised'"in the course of-a process. of .Selection. and 

(d) seeds wbichare marketed with a view:tb processii.lg~ treatment ·or 
. -cleaning; provided' that the" identity of the seeds is stated by the person 
. ~y whom they are marketed.' .. :: " . 

. (3)" WJI~re .~·~per:s:~~ ~ake~ ar~a:ng~me.nt~· u~4.eJ; .whtch··s.om~ otJIer person 
u.ses. ,seeds under. the cont~ol. of the fir_st-men~iQned 'pep:lQD, '{pr the' purpose of 
in,creasi1.1g the firs~-mentio,ned.·.p'er~on'.sst9.ck, of~:se~.ds fpr sowil.lg'.or of carrying 
out tests or trials and under wJIich the whqle <>f the mat~riaI. pr6duced, directly 
or indirectly, from the seeds," ana' any unused seeds, . become or remain the 
property of the 'fits'HIientionedperson th.ese ;Regulati6tis~ $ha'il' n9t 'apQly:to' the 
marketing of the seeds by the first-mentioned 'person- to the other 'perSon as 
part of the arrangements or to the marketing by that other person to the first­
mentioned person of seeds produced, directly or indirectly, from those seeds. 

}- '.' '\ 
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Marketing ·of Seeds 
5.-(1)~ubject to the provisions of·tl;1.is regulation 00 ~p'erson shall market 

any seeds unlt<ss they are seeds of plant. v;lrieties which may' be. marketed in 
accordance with Regulation 31 of the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) 
Regulations 1973 or any Regulations superseding those Regulations and 
unless they are - . . . 

(a) pre~basic seeds, uncertifie4pre-basic seeds. basic seeds, c.ertified seeds, 
certified seeds of the first generation or.:certified seeds of the second 
generation,. . . .. 

(b) seeds .whiCh have been produced: . packaged . and officiaUy ·s.eal.eel in a 
Member State other than the Unitt<Q' Kingdom- anq labell~d appro­
priately in accordanc~ with the requirements ·of regulation .9(1:), (2); (3}, 
(5), (8) and (10), 

(c) seeds which have been produced elsewhere than in a Membei: State and 
which are marketed in accordance with and subjeot. to the conditions 
imposed by a general licence granted by the Department under the 
authority' of this paragrapl).. . . '. 

(2) Paragraph (1) of this regulation shall not prevent the marketing of:­
(a) a mixture of kinds or varieties of seeds to which these Regulations 

apply, or . 
(b) kinds or varieties of cereal seeds included in mixtures of seeds per-

. mitted by the Fodder Plant Seeds Regulations (Northern' Ireland) 
1974(£) or any regulations superseding those Regulations: provided that 
each of the constituents to which these Regulations apply consists of 
seeds .marketed in accordance with paragraph' (1). 

(3) The Department may, bya geoerallicence taking effeot during a period 
specified in the licence and subject to any conditions 'imposed ·by. the licence, 

(a) authorise any person to market as pre~basic seeds, basic seeds; certified 
seeds, centified seeds of the first generation or certified seeds of· the 
second generation, seeds which 'fail in some respect to satisfy the'require­
ments for s.uch seeds set out in Schedule 2. '. 

-Cb) modify in relation to those seeds the labelling requirements set out in 
ScheduleS. or . ., 

(c) authorise any person to market seeds which. notwithstandh-ig: the 
requirements of The Seeds (National Lists' of Varieties) "Re'gtilations 
1973 or .any regulations superseding those Regulations are of a yariety 

. n()t entered in a .National List .or ill t~~. Comm,qn Cata1~gl.Je •. 
provided that in all other respects, unless expressly otherwise provided. the 
provisions of these Regulations shall apply in relation to t.he marketing of the 
seeds. . . .... .' 

(4) Any person 'may manket in relation toa sale or proposed sale to a 
person'engaged hi the business of trading in seeds other than by way of retail 
sale seeds which have been imported from' a country other tlian a Member 
State notwithStanding that such marketing would otherwise be prohibited by 
paragraph . (l)(c). . '. .'. '.' 

(f) S.R. 1974 No. 147 (1, p. 538) 


