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‘ ' ©1975 No. 143
SUPPLEMENTARY BENEFITS
The Supplementary Benefit (Claims. and Payinents) Regulaﬁons
(Northem Treland) 1975

Made . . . . . . . 13th May 1975 .
C‘oniing into operation . . . 14th July 1975

" The Department of Health and Social Services(a), in exércise of powers
conferred by section 18(1) of, and paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 2(b) to, the
Supplementary Benefits &c. Act (Northern Ireland) 1966(c), arid by section' 8
of the National Insurance &c. (No. 2) Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(d) and, . with
the.consent of the Department of Finance(a), by section 4 of the first-mentioned
Act, as extended by paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to that Act as originally enacted
and amended(e), and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby_
makes the following regulations :

Part]
GENERAL’

Citadtion, commencement and mterpretatzon

. 1.~(1) These regulations may be cited as the Supplementary Beneﬁt
(Cla1ms and Payments) Reégulations (Northern Ireland) 1975 and shall come
- into operation on 14th July 1975.

(2) In these regulations—
“the1 9A6r§t” means the Supplementary Benefits &c Act (Northern Ireland)
o “the Social Security Act” means the Social Secunty (Northern Ireland)
: Act 1975(); -
-.“beneﬁmary means a person entltled to benefit under the Act;
" “instrument of payment” means a serial order or any other instrument
%vhatgct)ever which is intended to enable a person to obtain -payment of
ene
“local office” includes any office or place appointed by the Department for
the purpose of claiming unemployment benefit under the Soc1al
Security Act;
“paying office” means such place as the Department may desrgnate for
the payment of benefit;
“serial order” means one of a series of orders for the payment of a sum
ondaccount of benefit which is or has been contained in a book of such
orders : :

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 Sch 5 para 8(1)

(b) See para. 1(b) of Sch. 3 to 1975 ¢. .
{c) 1966 c..28 (N. I) as amended by paras 96 and 101 of Sch. 2 to 1975 c. 18
(d) 1969 ¢. 19 (N.I)

(e) See reg.- 2(2) of SR. & O. (NL) 1970 No. 327 (p. 1448) .

(£) 1975 c.
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(3) Any notice or other document required or authorised to be given or
sent to any person under the provisions of these regulations shall be deemed
to have been given or sent if it was sent by post to that person at his ordinary
or last known address.

Parr II

CLAIMS
Claims to be in writing

sent to a-local office of the Department on a form approved by the Depart-
ment for the purpose of the benefit for which the claim is being made, or in
such other marnner, being in writing, as the Department may accept as
sufficient in the circumstances of any-particular case or class of cases.

(2) Where a claim for benefit has been made on an approved form other
than 'the form appropr1ate to the benefit claimed, the Department may treat
the claim as if it had been made on the appropriate form:

Provided that the Department may in any such case require the claimant
to complete the appropriate form.

Supply of claim forms
3. Forms of claim shall be supplled without charge by the Department or
by such persons as the Department may appoint or authorise for that purpose.

Informatzon to be given in connection with a claim

‘4. Every person who makes a claim for benefit shall furmsh such certifi-
cates, documents, information and evidence for the purpose of determining
the claim as may be required by the Commission and, if reasonably so
required, shall for that purpose attend at any office or place as the
Commission may direct.

Amendment of claim forms
5. I, owing to the absence of due s1gnature, a claim is defective at the
date of its receipt by the Department, the Department shall refer the claim to
‘*the claimant and, if the form is returned duly signed within one month from
the date on which it is so referred, the cla1m shall be deemed to have been
duly made in the first instance.

sze for makmg claims

shall be made not later than the begmnmg of the first period to which it
relates.

2 Nothw1thstandmg anythmg in paragraph (1), the Commission, where
they are satisfied that there are exceptional circumstances justifying it in any
particulat case, may treat a claim as having been made on such date as they

may determine.
ParT 11T
PAYMENTS

sze and. manner. of payment

such times as the Department in any- particular case or class of cases may
determine.
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(2) Instruments of payment and books of serial orders issued by the
Department to enable a person to obtain payment of benefit shall remain
its property; and any person having such instrument of payment or book of
serial orders shall on ceasing to be entitled to the benefit to which such
instrument or book relates or when so required by the Department, deliver
the said instrument or book to the Department or to such person as it may
direct. '

Extinguishment of right to payment of sums by way of benefit where pay-
ment is not obtained within the prescribed period

8.—(1) The right to payment of any sum by way of benefit shall, subject
to paragraph (2), be extinguished where payment thereof is not obtained
within the period of 12 months from the date on which the right is to be
treated as having arisen; and for the purposes of this regulation the right
shall be treated as having arisen—

(@) in relation to any such sum contained in an instrument of payment
which has been given or sent, for the purpose of making payment
thereof, to the beneficiary or to a paying office for collection by him
(whether or not received or collected as the case may be), notwith-
standing that that sum is greater or less than the sum to which the
beneficiary has the right to payment— '

(i) on the date on the said instrument of payment; or

(i) if a further instrument of payment has been so given or sent
as a replacement for an instrument of payment previously given
or sent, on the date on the last such instrument;

(b) in relation to any such sum to which sub-paragraph (a) does not apply,
- but where notice is given (whether orally or in writing) or is sent that
the sum contained in the notice is available for collection, notwith-
standing that that sum is greater or less than the sum to which the
beneficiary has the right to payment— , ,
(i) if written notice is sent through the post, on thé date on which
it would be delivered in the ordinary course of post; and
(ii) in any other case, on the date of the notice; .
and if more than one such notice is given or sent, on the date deter-
mined by reference to the first such notice.

(2) Where a question arises whether the right to payment of any sum by
way of benefit has been extinguished by the operation of paragraph (1) and—

(a) after the expiration of the said period of 12 months the Department
has received a request in writing for payment of that sum; and

(b) it is determined in accordance with the provisions of the Act that
throughout a period commencing within the said period of 12 months
and continuing up to the day on which the said requést was made
thére was good cause for not making that request;

the right to payment of that sum shall, notwithstanding the provisions of that
paragraph, be treated as having arisen on the date on which it is so
determined.

(3) This regulation shall apply to a person authorised or appointed to act
on behalf of a beneficiary as it applies to a beneficiary.
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