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~. SOCIAL SECURITY 

'The~oCiai' ·Sei!urity· (Benefit) (l\'iarded Woinen:and Widows):(Alileiidinents 
~ .. i ", ~n(f trartsiti9ual '~r9VisiQns) 'Regril~tlons(No~ern he~d)' 197$.' .. :' 
.' ',:. '. '., .','.. ", -,' '. ", . 

. . . Made, : " .... .'. . . '.:' 4th ApriI1~7?' 
'., Comlng' into operation .,.' ..... " 6t1j. April J9.75 

. : ", . -,' ' ... , 

, 'The Department-.of· Health 'and ·Social Ser:vices f<;>1.' Northern Ir~Jand, in 
exercise of 'powers .:conferred by.paragraphs 3 aild, 9 of Bchedl,Il<:l ;3' to the 
'~qcial S~curity (ConsequentiaI.Provisioris) .. Act 1975(a), and by secti<)fis.13(4) 
and 125 of the Social Security (Northern·Ireland) Act 1975(b)~andof all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations, :',t 

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Social Security (Benefit) (Married 

Women and Widows) (Amendments ~ttd Transitional Provisions) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1975 and shall come into operation on 6th April 1975~ 

Interpretation 
2.--:(1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-,,­
"the Act" means the Social Security (Northem Ireland) Act 1975.; 
"the former Contributions Regulations" means the National Insurance 

(Contributions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1962(c),asamended; 
"the former Married Women Regulations" means the National Insurance 

(Married Women) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(d); 
"the former principal Act" means the National Insurance Act (Northern 

Ireland) 1966(e); 
"the Maternity Allowance Transitional Regulations" mea:ils the Social 

Security (Maternity Allowance) (Transitional) (Northern Ireland) 
Regulations 1974(f); 

"the Overlapping Benefits Regulatious" means the National Insurance 
(Overlapping Benefits) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(g); 

"personal benefit", "Personal Injuries Scheme", "Service Pensions IilStru­
ment" and "1914-1918 War Injuries Scheme" have the same meanings 
as in the Overlapping: Benefits Regulations; " 

'''the Short-Term Benefitl) Transitional Regulations" means the SoCial 
Security (Short-Term Benefits) (Transitional) (Northern Ireland) Regu­
lations 1975(b); 

"the Special Provisions Regulations" means the Social, Secu,rity (Benefit) 
(Married Women and Widows Special Proyisions) (Northern Ireland) 
Regulations 1975(i); 

(3) 1975 c: 18 
(b) 1975 c. 15 
(c) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1962 No. 65, (p. 247) 
(d) S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1973 No. 146 (1; p. 823) 
(e) 1966 c. 6 (N.I.) 

(f) S.R. 1974 No, 34 
(g) S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1973 No. 10 (1, p. 27) 
(h) S.R. 1975 No. 44 , .. 
(I) S.R. 1975 No. 19 
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"transition~l·peri9d~' ~eans- ... . . 
(a) in·the 'case of a mateniity allowance the' period beginning with 

'23rd June.1975 and ending with.19th March 1977; 
(b)-·in the case of a' period of interruption of employment com­

: mencing on. or before 1st January 1977 the period .·beginning 
with 6th April 1975 and.ending with· 28th. May 1977;"and 

{c)in ·anY other cas¥ the 'period beginning with 6th April . ..197S, and 
'. . . ending with ~'st Jafmaty 1977; 

'''w~ek'' in relation to a' perioQ before 9th April 197.5 means a con.iribution 
_wee~ witllin. the m~aning' of the former principal. Act as extended by 

.' . regulation 93 of the Social Security (Contributions) (Northern Ireland) 
. . Regulations 1974(j), ." '" 
and 'other . expressions have. the same meanings as in tlie Act. 

. '. '. ~,'. . . . . ,. . . 
. (2) Any.reference in these regUlations to. any provision made by or' con­

tained in any enactment or instrUment shall, except in . so far :as the context 
otherwise requires, be construed as a reference to that provision as amended 

;'or' extended by any enactment or instrument and as including a reference to 
any ptovision which. it re-enacts or replaces or which may re-enact or replace 
it with or without modification. ' . . .': . . 

"'·:;:(3)· The: rmes for the '~onstructiQn, of. Acts of ParI1a~ent contai~ed i~ the 
Interpretati9J~.~Act 1889(k) s4all apply for-the purposes of ttIe interpretati<;>n :9f 
this statutory rule as they apply for the purposes of the interpretation of an 
Act of Parliament. ' .. 

.rra~;itional,proviSio~s·forwomen w~~~e m~rriages hav~:' beenfeflni'naied . 
. 3.~(1) this regulation applies, for the pUrposes of a claiin for'unempioy­

"ment benefit, siQkn~ss bellt;lfit or a mater~jty ·allqwanc;e in, re.spect of·a period 
. of interruption b( employment beginning durip.g' or, in the· case: of a· materm,ty 
'allowance, wh~re: the'. expected we~k of confinement falls within, the tr~nsi­
tional p.erio.d. :t.o.·. a woman w40 W~S insu~ed undel': .. the for1,l1er pritwipal ,Act 
and whose marriage has .. been ter1,l1inated by the death of. her husJ:>an:d ~ <.)r 
otherwise. ~, 

.:. '(2) A womim~tq:who~ this·regulation applies shaIfbe credite'<i With con­
tributions for the weeks' specified in paragraph (6) below if she satisfies the 
conditi0Ils _~pecified i~ paragraph (3) or, as the case may' be; paragra~h (4) 

-.below .. , . . . "I" " .. . . .' , . . . ~ . 
... . (3) The condition fot the .crediting',Qf contributions for th~ purposes of a 
claim for unemployment benefit is that the woman shall-' .' ..... 

.• ' . {a);:fuany one tax':year (not being·.a year be{ore .that in which the riIarriage 
.... ' : ·too~:. place andb~in,geither t4e last y~ar b~fore, that in.. which the 
",' .' '·.marriage. t:eq:Iiin~tep ';or' ~my' siibseq~ent year), h;we' paid Class 1 con-

.:::, ':,:, -t.rjb:!lt.ions ;un:q~r .. the·' A<:;t .. ·ancl the ea;rni).1gs factor derived from those 
contributions is not less than that year's lower ~a.rnings lip:tit:multiplied 

·, .. ·.by25;c,or·,' .. - _. '.. .... ...... .-
; .. ;~ '(b}(ff ·tb~~:m3iriige t~rmi~ated b:efore 6th. October '1915) at "any:.time in 
.'. .. .. ' respect_.of :we~lG Q~ginning not-.. ~arli~t -than the 26th wee~ next before 

.. : ". -that in wh.ich the marriage teqninated:. bave .paid 26 contributions as 
. Jm~mp~9ye<;l p~rs(m under the' former principal.Act. ". ~ . 

(4) The c6ndition for' the creciiting' of coniri'bution~ f~r'the pUrposes of a 
claim for sickness benefit or a maternity allowance is that the woman shall-
(j) S.R. 1974 No. 234 (k) 1889 c. 63 
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(a) in anyone tax year (not being a year before that in which the marriage 
took place and being either the last year before that in wb,ich the 
marriage terminated or any subsequent year). have paid contributions 
under the Act of Class 1 or Class 2 or both of those classes and the 
earnings factor derived from those contributions is not less than that 
year's lower earnings limit multiplied by 25; or 

(b) (if the marriage terminated before 6th October 1975) at any timei in 
respect of weeks beginning not earlier than the 26th week next before 
that in which the marriage terminated. have paid 26 contributions 
under the former principal Act each of which was either a contribution 
as an employed person or a contribution as a self-employed person. 

(5) References in paragraphs (3)(b) and (4)(b)' above' to contributions 
under the former principal Act include references to contributions which by 
virtue of regulations 5 and 14(4)(a) of the Short-Term Bene:fits Transitional 
Regulations a person is. for the purposes specified in the latter regulations. 
deemed to have paid. ' 

(6) The weeks for which contributions shall be credited by virtue of this 
regulation are the weeks during the whole of which the ;marriage subsisted in 
the contribution year (as specified in regulation 4 of. and Schedule 1 to, the 
Short-Term Benefits Transitional Regulations) or. in the case of a maternity 
allowance. in the relevant 52 or 53 week period (as specified in column 2 of 
regulation 2 of the Maternity Allowance Transitional Regulations). 

Transitional provisions for widows 
4.-(1) Subject to the following provisions of this. regulation. for the 

purposes of a claim for unemployment benefit. sickness benefit or a maternity 
allowance in respect of a period, of interruption of employment beginning' 
during or. in the case of a maternity allowance. where the expected week of 
confinement falls within. the transitional period. where. otherwise than by 
reason of remarriage or cohabitation with a man as his wife. a woman who 
was insured under the former principal Act ceases to be entitled either to a 
widow's allowance or to a widowed mother's allowance-

(a) she shall be deemed to have satisfied, as respects the 26 contributions 
under the former principal Act required to have been paid. the contri­
bution conditions for unemployment benefit. sickness benefit and a 
maternity allowance; 

(b) there shall, for the purpose of her satisfying. as respects the 50 contri­
butions under the former principal Act required to have been paid or 
credited in a contribution year. the contribution conditions for unem­
ployment and sickness benefit. be credited to her a contribution urider 
the former principal Act as an employed person for each week which 
began in the period commencing with the beginning of the last com­
plete contribution year before the beginning of the benefit year which 
includes the day on which she ceases to be entitled as aforesaid and 
ending with that day; 

(c) there shall. for the purpose of her satisfying the contribution conditions 
fora maternity allowance, be credited to her a contribution under the 
former principal Act as an employed person for each week of the 
relevant 52 or 53 weeks (as specified in column 2 of regulation 2 of 
the Maternity Allowance Transitional Regulations) which falls before 
the week in which she ceases to be entitled as aforesaid; 


