
1120' Poisons 

1974. No. 246 

POISONS 

No. 246 

[C] 

REGULATIONS, DATED 27TH SEPTEMBER 1974, MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND :SoCI!AL SERVICES UNDER SECTION 32 OF THE MEDICINES, 
PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1945. 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

1 Citation, commencement and revocation 
2 Interpretation 
3 Metric system and imperial system 

ApPLICATION AND RELAXATION OF PART III OF TIlE ACT 

4 Restriction of sales from retail business premises 
5 Extension of labelling provisions and relaxation with respect to poisons 

in Schedule 2 and consignments to Great Britain 
6 Limitation of section 27(2) to certain substances 
7 Extension of section 27(2) to sales wholesale, etc., and relaxation of the 

said subsection 
8 Relaxation of section 28(3) in the case of certain medicines 
9 General exemption of section 28 transactions 

10 Exemption from the provisions applying solely to Schedule 1 
11 Complete exemption for articles and substances in Schedule 3 

ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE SALE OF POISONS 

12 Additional restriction of sale of poisons in Schedule 4 
13 Additional restriction of sales by authorised sellers of poisons 
14 . Restriction of sales by registered sellers of Part IT poisons 
15 Requirement as to colouring in certain cases 
16 Restriction of sales of Part I poisons to shopkeepers 
17 Restriction of sale of strychnine and cenain other substances 
18 Restriction of sale and supply of cyanides 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO LABELLING 
AND CONTAINERS 

19 Manner of labelling containers 
20 Labelling of name of poison 
21 Labelling of particulars as to proportion of the poison 
22 Indication of character of the poison 
23 Special cautions in the case of certain articles 
24 Name of seller and address of premises 
25 Form of containers 

STORAGE AND TRANSPORT 

26 Storage of poisons 
27 Transport of poisons 
28 Special provisions with respect to the transport of poisons specified in 

Schedule 8 
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO SUPPLY AND STORAGE 
OF MEDlCINES, ETC. 

29 Supply of medicines to out-pati~nts from certain hospitals 
30 Supply of medicines for use in institutions 
31 Supply of oral 'Contraceptives 
32 St9rage of poisop.s"iri institutions 

SALE- bF POISONS INCLUDED IN PART II OF THE POISONS SCHEDULE 
BY REGISTERED SELLERS 

33 Form of application to a district council for registration 
34 Fees to be paid by registered sellers 
35 Form of register 

MISCELLANEOUS 

36 Manufacture of pharmaceutical preparations . 
37 Certificates of persons to whom poisons may .be sold 
38 Form of record of sales 
39 Preservation of re~ords 

SCHEDULES 

Schedule 1 

1121 

Substances falling within the' Poisons Schedule to which special restrictions 
apply. 

SchedUle 2 
Poisons exempted from labelling provisions' when sold or supplied in 
certain circumstances. 

Schedule 3 
Articles exempted from the provisions of the Act and of these Regulations. 

Schedule 4 
Sub~tances required to be so~d by retail only upon a· prescription given 
by a duly qualified medical practitioner, registered dentist or registered 
veterinary surgeQn or registered veterinary practitioner or oil the order 
of a ·certified midwife in accordance with the "irections laid down. 

Schedule 5 
PART A-Form to which the substances specified are restricted when sold 
by listed sellers of Part IT poisons. 

PART B-Poisons which may be sold by listed sellers of Part 11 poisons' 
only to persons engaged in the trade or business of agriculture' or horti­
culture and for the purpose of that trade or business. 

Schedule 6 
Statement of particulars as to proportions of the poison in certain caSes. 

Schedule 7. 
Indication of character prescribed for the purpose of section 27(1)(d)(iii) 
of the Act 
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Schedule 8 
, Poisons required to be specially labelled for transport. 

Schedule 9 
Form of application in pursuance of section 30 of the Act. 

Schedule 10 
Form of register to be kept by district council in pursuance of section 30 
of the Act.. 

Schedule 11 
Certificate r€:)quired for the purchase of a Poison. 

Schedule 12 
Form of entry required to be made in the book to be kept by sellers ·of 
Poisons in accordance with section 27(2)(b) of the Act. 

Schedule 13 
Restriction of sale.and supply of strychnine and certain other substances. 

Schedule 14 . 
Substances in which poison is exempted by Regulation 6 from section 27(2) 
of the Act. 

Schedule 15 
. Poisons required to be: coloured in certain cases. 

Schedule 16 
.: " 

Substances which may be sold by licensed hatcheries and the pu:r;pose for 
which they may be sold. . ' 

The Department of Health and Social Services, in exercise of th:e po.wers 
conferred upon it by sections 30 and 32 of the Medicines, Pharmacy and 

,Poisons Act (Northern Ireland) 1945(a) and paragraph 2(1)(b) of Schedule, 
1 to the Northern Ireland Act 1974(b) and of all other powers enabling' it 
in that behalf, hereby mak~s the following regulations: -:-. ' 

Citation, cQmn:zencement and revocation 
1.-(1) Thes'e Regulations may be cited as the Poisons Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1974. 

(2) These Regulations shall come into operation on 16th December 1974. 

(3) The Poisons Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1972(c) are' hereby 
revoked .. 

lnterpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, the 

following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned tothenr, 
that 'is to say:- ' 

"the Act" means the Medicines, Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1945; , 

(a) 1945. c. 9. 
(b) 1974. c. 28. 

(c) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1972, No. 144. , 
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"animal" includes poultry; 
"antimonial poisons" means chloI:ides of antimony, antimonates, anti-· 

monites and organic compounds of antimony; 
"arsenical poisons" means halides of arsenic, oxides of arsenic, sulphides 

of arsenic, arsenates, arsep.ites, copper acetoarsenites, sodium 
thioarsenates and organic compounds of arsenic; 

"food" includes a beverage; 
"medicine for the internal treatment of human ailments" includes any 

medicine to be administered by hypodermic infection but does not 
include any mouth-wash, eye-drops, eye-lotion, ear-drops, douche or 
similar article; 

"registered seller" means a person entitled, subject to the provisions of the 
Act and of these Regulations, to sell poisons included in Part H of the 
Poisons Schedule(d) by virtue of being registered by a district council 
in pursuance of section 30 of the Act; 

"sale exempted by section 29 of the Act" means a sale made in such 
circumstances as to be entitled, except as provided by these Regulations, 
to exemption under section 29 of the Act from the foregoing provisions 
of Part HI of the Act; 

"transaction exempted by section 28 of the Act" means the supply of 
a medicine in such circumstances as to be entitled to exemption under 
section 28 of the Act from the provisions of section 27 of the Act. 

(2) Any reference in the Schedules to these Regulations to the percentage 
of a poison contained in any substance or preparation shall, unless otherwise 
expressly provided, be construed in the following manner, that is to say, 
a reference to a substance' or preparation contaiIiing one per cent. of any 
poison means'- . 

(a) in the case of a solid, that one gramme of the poison is contained 
in every hundred grammes of the substance or preparation; 

(b) in the case of a liquid, that one millilitre of the poison, or, if the poison 
itself is a solid, one gramme of the poison, is contained in every 
hundred millilitres of the substance or preparation; 

and so in proportion for any greater or less percentage. 
(3) Any reference in these Regulations to the British Pharmacopoeia 

(except in a context which specifies a particular edition thereof), the British 
Pharmaceutical Codex, the British National Formulary, the British Veterinary 
Codex, or the list published under section 100 of the Medicines Act 1968(e) 
as the approved name ~f a poison shall be construed as a reference to. the 
edition, or publication having effect on the date on which these RegulatIOns 
were made, together with any amendments made thereto before that date. 

Metric system and imperial system 
3.-(1) For the purposes of these Regulations a poison shall not be 

regarded as sold, issued or supplied otherwise than in accordance with a 
prescription or other order by reason only that the prescription or order 
specifies a quantity of the p.ois~n in ten~s of the imperial sys!em and t~e 
quantity sold, issued or supphed IS the eqUIvalent of that amount III the metnc 
system, or by reason only that the prescription or. order specifies a quantity 
of the poison in terms of the metric system and the quantity sold, issued or 
supplied is the equivalent of that amount in the imperial system. 
Cd) See. Schedule 2 to the Poisons List Order (N. I.) 1974 (S.R. & O. (jN.I.) 1974, No 

245). 
(e) 1968. ,c. 67. 
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~2) In the case of a poison which is a drug within the meaning of the 
WeIghts and' Measures (Equivalents for dealings with drugs) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1970(f) the quantity of the poison in the metric system 
which is the equivalent of a particular quantity in the imperial system shall, 
for the purposes of these Regulations. be deemed to be the appropriate 
equivalent quantity ascertained in accordance with the provisions of those 
Regulations. 

APPLICATION AND RELAXATION OF PART III OF THE ACT 

Restriction of sales from retail business premises 
4. It shall not be lawful for any person to sell poisons on any premises 

used for or in connection with his retail business. notwithstanding that the 
sale is exempted by section 29 of the Act. unless he complies with the 
provisions of paragraph (a) or paragraph (b). as the case may be. of section 
27(1) of the Act. 

Provided that the substances included in Schedule 16 may be sold by 
retail. for the purposes shown in that Schedule. from premises licensed under 
the Poultry Improvement Act (Northern Ireland) 1968(g). 

Extension of labelling provisi.ons and relaxation with respect to poisons in 
Schedule 2 and consignments to Great Britain 

'. 5.-(1) Subject as hereinafter provided. the provisions of section 27(1)(a) 
of the Act and of Regulations 19 to 24 (which provisions relate to the labelling 
of poisons) shall apply to sales exempted by section 29 of the Act other than 
sales of poisons. to be exported to purchasers outside the United Kingdom 
and shall also apply to the supply of poisons (otherwise than on sale) in like 
manner as if references in the said provisions to the sale and the s'eller of 
poisons included references to the supply and the supplier of poisons 
respectively. 

, (2) The said provisions. except the provisions of Regulation 23 and of 
section 27(1)(d)(iv) of the Act as modified by Regulation 24 shall not apply 
to the sale or supply of any of the poisons included in Schedule 2 to a person 
who-

. (a) carries on a business in the course of which poisons are regularly sold 
by way of wholesale dealing or are regularly used in the manufacture 

of other articles; and 
(b) requires the poison for the purposes of that business; 

if the outside of the package in which the poison is sold or supplied is labelled 
conspicuously with words indicating the dangerous properties of the poison. 

(3) The provisions of sections 2?(1)(d)(iii) of the Act and of Regulation 22 
shall not apply to s~les exempted by section 29 of the Act of any of the 
poisons included in Part B of Schedule 4. 

(4) The said provisions shall not apply to the sale or supply of poisons 
to be consigned to purchasers in Great Britain if the poisons are labelled 
in accordance with the corresponding provisions of the law in force in Great 
Britain relating to the labelling of poisons. 

(f), S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1970, No. 346. (g) 1968. c. 12 (N.!.). 


