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. County Courts (Adoption) (Amendment) Rules (Northern Ireland) 1974 

Made 6th June 1974 

Coming into operation " . 1st August 1974 

To be laid before Parliament 

RULES, DATED 6TH JUNE 1974, MADE BY THE. SECRETARY: OF STATE 
. UNDER SECTION 146 OF THE COUNTY COURTS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1959. 

In pursuance of section 146 of the County Courts Act (Northern Ireland) 
1959(a) upon the recommendation of the County Court Rules Committee and 
after consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, I hereby make the following 
Rules:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These Rules may be cited as the County Court (Adoption) (Amend­

ment) Rules (Northern Ireland) 1974 and shall come into operation on 
1st August 1974. 

Amendment of Principal Rules 
2. The proyisions of the County Court (Adoption) Rules (Northern 

Ireland) 1969(b) specified in the first column of the Schedule ate amended 
to the extent specified in the second column thereof. 

Transitional provision 
3. The amendments to the said Rules of 1969 made by these Rules shall 

not affect any step or proceedings complying with the Adoption Act (Nor­
thern Ireland) 1967(c) ;:md the said Rules of 1969 made or instituted before 
the comiJig into operation of these Rules and such step or proceeding shall 
be treated as if it were taken or commenced in accordance with the said 
Rules of 1969 as amended by these Rules. 

Revocation 
4. Paragraph 5(c) of the County Court (Adoption) (Amendment) Rules 

(Northern Ireland) 1970(d) is hereby.revoked. 

Northern Ireland Office 
6th June 1974. 

(a). 1959. c. 25. 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.)· 1969, No. 279. 

Merlyn Rees, 
One of Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretaries of State. 

(c) 1967. c. 35 (N.!.). 
(d) S.R. & O. (NJ.) 1970, No. 339. 
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SCHEDULE 

Amendment to the County Court (Adoption) Rules (Northern Ireland) 1969 

. Provisfon of 
Rules ,amended 

Rule 4 

Rules 5,;ind 29 

RQles 8, '9, 10 
and 12 

Schedule 
Forpl 1 

Form 2 

Form 7 

Form 8 

Form 11 

Aniendment 

, , ' 

,After paragraph (b) there shall be inserted the following 
paragraph : ~ 

"(bb) "ar~a board" means the Health and ,Social Services 
Board established under the Health and Personal 
Soda! Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972 
for the area in which the petitioner is, or was at the 
relevant time, resident;'''. 

For the words "a welfareauthol'ity" there shall be substituted 
: the words '''an area ,board,", 

For the words "welfare authority" there shall be substituted 
the words "area board", 

For the words "welfare authority" where they thrice occur 
there shall be substituted the words "Health and Social' Ser­
vices Board". ' 

, , , 

" , In paragiiapl;l 17 of the petition for the words "the 
,Welfare Authority" there ghallbe substituted the words 

,"the ' Healthan<i SociaLSe,rvices Board",. 

At the end of the Form for the words-
"And let the Welfare Authority for the area of 

be appointed guardian, ad litem for the said infant." 
there shall be substituted'the words- . 

, "And let the Health and Social Services Board 
(being 'the Area Board in whose area the petitioner(s) are 
resident) be appointed guardian ad litem for the said infant." 

" in note '4 of the list of the persons to be served for the words 
"welfare authority" where they twice occur there shall be ,sub­
stituted the words "Health and Social Services Board". 

For the words "the Welfare Authority" where they 
thrice occur there shall be substituted the words~'the 
Health and Social Services Board" and for the wordS "said 
Authority" there shall be, substituted the words "said Area 
Bo.ard", . 

For the words "The 
be substituted the words "The 

"Services Board". . 

Welfare Authority" the,re Sh;ill 
Health and Social 

" Ji]., the parenthesIs' in the last italicised instructions· for the 
,words "welfare .authority" there shall be substituted "Health 
and Social Services Board". 



370 County Courts No. 111 

Provision of A.mendment 
Rules amended 

Form 13 For Form 13 there shall be substituted the following:-

"FORM 13 

Adoption Order 
[Title as in Form 8] 

Rule 24(1) 

UPON READING the petition of C.D. (description) 
of in the County [Borough] of 
[and E.F. of the same address], and the verifying affidavit 
and the exhibits thereto*, viz.~ 

(a) a copy of the notice ~erved on the 
Health and Social Services Board under section 
3(1)(b) of the Adoption Act (Northern Ireland) 1967'; 

(b) the consent of.. the parent(s) 
[or guardian(s)] of the infant; 

Cc) a .statutory declaration by the husband/wife of the 
petitioner signifying his/her consent to the making of 
an adoption order in respect of the infant; 

(d) the marriage certificate ·of the petitioners; 
(e) the birth certificate of the infant [or a certified copy 

of the entry relating to the infant in the Adopted 
Children Register]; 

(t) the certificate of a fully registered medical prac­
titioner as to the health of the petitioner(s). 

AND UPON READING the Affidavit of service of 
and the Affidavits of 
and 
and the Report of [the Health and Social Services Board 
for the area of ] 
as guardian ad litem; 

. IT IS ORDERED that the appointment of the said guardian 
ad litem be and the same is hereby confirmed; 

AND IT APPEARING [that the statutory notice was served 
upon the said Board on the day of 
19 , and] that a copy of the petition [or notice of hear-
ing] has been served upon 

AND UPON HEARING Mr. , Solicitor 
for the petitiop.er(s) and the evidence of 

[AND THE COURT BEING SATISFIED THAT 

IT IS ORDERED that the consent of 
be and the same is hereby di~ensed· with;] 

AND THE COURT BEING FURTHER SATISFIED that the peti­
titioner is [or the petitioners are] qualified in accordance 
with the provisions of the Adoption Act (Northern Ireland) 
1967 to be granted an Adoption Order, that all the condi­
tions precedent .to the making of such an order have been 
fulfilled, and that such an. order will be for the welfare' of 
the· infant; 

'" Delete items which are inapplicable. 
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AND. THE COURT BEING FuRTHER SATISFIED with the' under­
taking of the sa:jd petitioner(s) as to the· provision tq be 
m~de for' the infant [and with. the securing thereof]. [and 
sanctioning the following payment Or reward 

]; 

IT IS 'ORDERED that the petitioner(s)be authorised to adopt 
the said infant 

[AND WHEREAS the .precise date of the infant's birth has 
not been prqved to the satisfaction of the Court but the 
Court has determined the probable date of his/her birth to 
be the day of. ] 9 .] 

[AND WHJ',REAI:? the. country .of the birth of the infa.nt has 
notbeeil proved to the satisfaction of the Court [but it 
appears probable that the infant was bor~ within the United 
Kingdom" the Channel Islands or the IsI~ of Man].] 

[AND WHEREAS the infant was born in Northern Ireland 
but the distdctof the Registrar of Births and Deaths in 
which tp.e birth took place has not been proved to the satis­
fa~tion of the Court] 

[AND WHEREAS it has been proved to the satisfaction of 
the Court that the infant is identical with 
to whom the entry numbered' and made on the 

day of ]9, in the Register of Births 
·of the [*district of the .Registrar of Births 
aild Deaths of ] relates [or with 

.' to whom the entry numbered 
and 'dated the d:;ty of 19· ,in 
the Adopted Children Register maintained by the Regi~trar 
General for relates];] 

AND WHEREAS the name or names and surname stated in 
the petition as those by which the ibfani is. to' be known are 

IT IS DIRECTED that the Registrar General shall make in 
the Adopted Children Register an entry recording the ',par­
ticularssetout in the Schedule to this Order and, subject to 
section 24 of the Adoptioil Act .(Northern Ireland) 1967, the 
district of the infant's birth. 

[AND.IT IS FURTHER DIRECTED that the Registrar General 
sllallcaiise the aforesaid entry ihtheRegister of Births [or 
Adqp'ted Children Register] to be marked with the word 

. '~AdbPted" [or "Re-adopted"1.] 

pated this 

(Seal) 

day of 19 

Clerk of the Crown, and 'Peace. 

* Or-wp-ere birth was registered elsewhere in the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands 
or the Isle of Man complete according to exact particulars. in entry. 


