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REGULATIONS, DATED THE 19TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 1973, MADE BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE PETROLEUM~CONSOLIDATION) 
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 1929. 

WHEREAS in pursuance of the provisions contained in s:ection 6 of the 
Petroleum (Consolidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 1929(a) as applied by the 
Petroleum (Corrosive Substances) Order (Northern Ireland) 1973(b) and the 
Petroleum (Inflammable Liquids) Order (Northern Ireland) 1973(c), the 
Minister of Home Affairs is empowered to make regulations as to the 
conveyanoe or petroleum spirit, and such other 'Substances which may be 
so defined by Order-in-Council under section 19. of the Petroleum (Con­
solidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 1929, by toad, and for protecting persons 
or property from danger in connection with 'Such conveyance: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by the 
said section 6, and the 'seotion 1(1) of the Northern Ireland (Temporary 
Provisions) Act 1972{d) and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, 
hereby make the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Corrosive Subs,tances (Con­

veyance by Road) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973 and $hall come into 
operation on the 1st February 1974. ':' 

Interpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations-
"carrying 'tank" means the tank or, if there is more than one, tanks on 

a tank wagon or tank trailer designed for the conveyance of liquid, 
but does not include a fuel tank; 

"container" (subject to paragraph (4}lbelow) means any vessel, can, drum, 
barrel or other receptacle, but does not include the carrying tank of 
a tank wagon or tank trailer or a freight container; 

"conveyance" means conveyance by road, and "conveyed" shall be 
construed accordingly; 

"corrosive substance" means any substance, solution or mixture 10 which 
section 6 of the Petroleum (Consolidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 
1929 was applied by Article 1 of the Petroleum (Corrosive Substances) 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1973; .. 

"freight container" means a receptacle having an internal capacity of 
not less than 14.5 cubic metres (512.1 ctlbicfeet), so constructed as 
to be suitable for liepeated ·use in the conveyance of freight by one 
or more means or transport without intermediate reloading of the 
contents, but does not include' a carrying tank; 

(a) 20 Geo. 5 c. 13 (N.I.). 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973, No. 467. 

(c) S.R, & b. (N.I.) 1973, No. 468. 
(d) 1972. c. 22. 
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"fuel tank" means a tank /Which forms part of a vehicle and is designed 
for carrying fuel for use only in the propulsion of that vehicle; 

"owner", in relation 10 a v,ehicle which is the sUlbject of a hiring agreement 
or hire-purchase agreement, means the person in, possession of the 
Vyhi9le under that agreement; 

"vehicle" includes a trailer which does not form part of all< articufated 
, vehicle. 

(2) For the purposes of these Regulations an ,articulated vehicle shall be 
treated as one vehicle. 

(3) For the purposes of these Regulations a freight container conveyed 
on a vehicle shall be treated as fonning part of the vehicle. 
, (4) Wher,e any vessel, can, drum, barrel Or other receptacle is contained 

in another container or is wholly enveloped ill; a covering or coverings of 
whatever nature, the expression "container" shall, for the purposes of these 
Regulations, mean the outermost container or covering, as ,the case may he. 

(5) In these Regulations any reference to the pr,escribed notice is a 
reference to a notice which complies with the provisions of SChedule' 1 !to 
these Regulations. 

Application 
3.-(1) Subject to Regulations 10, 12 and 13, the provisions ef Part,I ·of 

SQhedule 2' to' these Regula'tions shall 'be complied with in the, case of any 
vehicle engaged in the cenveyance of any corrosive substance. 

(2) Subject to Regulations 12 .and 13, the provisions of Part II 'of the 
said Schedule 2 shall be complied with (in addition to thQse of Part I 'of 
that Schedule) in the case of a tank wagon or tank trailer engaged in the 
conveyance of any corresive substance. 

4. Subject to Regula'tions n, 12 and 13, the provisions ef Sc;hedl,lle 3 to 
these Regulations shall be cemplied with in relation to the mar,king of a 
container containing any corrosive substance being conveyed er being loaded 
or unloaded in, connection with its cenveyance. 

General safety precautions 
S. Subject to Regulations 10 and 13, :every person engaged in the con­

veyance, or the 19adiIlg er unloading in cennection with conveyance, of any 
corresive substance shall secure so far ,as is reasonably possible that none 
of the cOITosiv,e substance is spilt. 

6. Subject -to Regulations 10, 12 and 13, ne explosive substance and ne 
substance or article capable of causing fire or explosion by spontaneeus 
deco:t)lposition shall be carried en any vehicJ,e conveying any corrosive 
substance. 

7. Subject to Regulations 10, 12 and 13, a, suit!lJble and efficient fire 
extinguisher shall be carried in an easilyacoessible position on any vehicle 
conveying any corrosive substance. 

s. Subjeot to Regulations 10, 12 and 13, the owner ofa vehicle used fer 
the conv,eyance of any corrosive substance who employs any person in 
connection with the conveyance sl1all furnish a copy of these Regulations to, 
or affix a ~opy thereof in some place where it can cop.veniently be read by, 
that person and shall take all other measures necessary to, ensure that that 
person is' acquainted with and carries eut the provisions' of these Regulations. 
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9 . .--11) The driver of a vehicle conveying such substances as come within 
the "Scope of these Regulations shall, be supplied with instructions in writing, 
specifying concisely...,-- . 

(a) the nature of the cargo being conveyed in the vehicle; and. the nature 
of any hazard involved; 

(b) the telephone number of the supplier and his addr~ss or the" name, 
address or telephone number of the person ,to be contacted in the 
case of an incident; 

(c) the immediate action to be taken for the protection of operatives, 
other persons and ptopeli:y in ,the case of-

. (i) damage or spillage, 
(ii) fire (specifying any extinguishing medium which should not be 

used), 
(iii) injury; 

(cl) instructions to call the police' ,and fire service as soon as possible 
in the event of any incidents. 

(2) These instructions ~han he supplied by the manufaoturer or consignor 
and shall be kept in a readily accessible position in the d~iver's cab, 

Provided. that paragraphs (1) and (2) above shall not apply to a vehicle 
conveying the regulated' substance in containers or receptacles if every 
container or receptacle bears a· warning la,bel containing the information 
required under sub-paragraphs (a)-(d) 6f paragraph (1). 

(3) All necessary s'teI's shall be taken by the owner of the vehicle to 
ensUre tl].atthe driver is aware of these instructions or warning labels and 
understands them. 

Enforcement 
10.-(1) It shall be the duty of a local authority empowered under tht) 

Petrol~urp. (COnsolidation) Act (Northern Ireland) 1929 to grant petroleum­
spirit licences to enforce within their district the provisions of these 
Regulations, and the owner of a vehicle used for the Convyance of any 
corrosive ~U!1;>stance and any per~on employed in connection with the 
conveyance shall provide~ all reasonable facilities to a duly authorised officer 
of the local authority for the purpose of his ascertaining whether the pro-
visions of these Regulations are being duly Qibserved. " 

"(2)·Any such local authority as aforesaid may institute proceedings for 
any offence against these Regulations committed in the area of-that allthority. 

Exemptio(ls " 
it. "The provisions of Regulations 3(1), 5, ,6,7 and 8 need ,not be complied 

with in the ca!)e ()f anY vehicle (other than a tank wagon or tank trailer) if-
(a) the total quantity of all tl},e corrosive supstances conveyed in the 

vehicle does not e~ce,ed 500 kilograms (1102.5 pounqs) and: either-
(i) none' of. the cor-rosive sub&tances specified in Schedule 4 ,to these 

Regulations (hereinafter referred to as highlY'corrosive suhstances) 
is conveyed in the vehicle; or "'. 

(H) all the highly corrosive substances conveyed in the vehicle are in 
receptacles Which comply with' the provisions of Parts I and II of 
Schedule 5 to these Regulations;' or . 

(b) the total .quantity of all the corrosive' substances, conveyed in the 
"vehickexceeds 500 kilograms (1102.5 pounds) and-
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(i) no highly corrosive sUlbstance is conveyed in the vehicle; and 
(H) all the other corrosive substances conveyed in the vehicles are in 

receptacles which comply with the provisions, of Part III of the 
said ,Schedule 5.' . 

12.-(1) The provisions of Regulation 4 need not lbe complied with in 
the case of a container if ,the total quantity of all the corrosiveswbstances 
contained in it is less than one kilogram (2.2 pounds); and for the purposes 
of this paragraph, in calculating the quantity ofa corrosive substance in a 
battery no account shall be taken of any such substance which has been 
absol'bed by the plates of the battery. 

(2) The provisions of paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 need not be complied 
with in the case of a container-

(a) which is· itself a reoeptacle complying with the provisions of Part 
III of Schedule 5; or 

(b) in which all corrosive substanoes are contained in receptacles com­
plying with the provisions of the said Part Ill. 

13. The provisions of Regulations 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 need not be complied 
with in the case of- . 

(a) a vehicle brought temporarily into Northern Ireland by a person 
resident rubroad, provided that-
(i) all the corrosive substances conveyed in the vehicle are. packed 

and labelled in accordance with ,the requirements contained in 
Annexe A 10 the iEuropean Agreement concerning the International 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by lRoad (ADR) signed at Geneva 
on 30. September 1957 as amended before the date on which these 
Regulations were made; and 

(ii) the vehicle complies in every respect with the requirements relating 
to v.ehicles contained in Annexe B to that Agreement; or 

(b) a con1ainer conv1eyed in any vehicle such as is mentioned in paragraph' 
(a). 

14. The provisions of Regulations 3 to 9 need not be complied witl). in 
the case of a corrosive substance conveyed in a battery if the battery-

(a) is us,ed in connection with the operation of a vehicle or any apparatus 
forming part of a vehicle; or 

(b) contains sulphuric acid :in aqueous solution and rio other corrosive 
substance; or 

(c) contains potassium hydroxide in aqueous solution and no other 
corrosive substance and complies with the following requirements, that 
is to say: 
,(i) it must be so closed as to prevent le~kage of the. solution under 

.nQrmal conditions of conveyanoe; . ' 
(ii) adequate protection must be provided against short circuits, and 
(Hi) its cells' must be ,made of steel or of 3J plastic material affording 

at least the same degree of protection as is afforded by steel. 

Dated this 19th day of November 1973. 

W. S. 1. Whitelaw, 
One of iHer Majesty's Principal 

Secretaries of State. 
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 2(5) 

Prescribed notice 

1. The notice shall be in the form set out below, except that the figure "8" may 
be inserted at the bottom of the notice. 

2. The dimensions of the notice shall be not less than-
Ca) 20 centimetres (7.9 inches) square, in the case of a notice displayed on a 

vehicle in accordance with Schedule 2 td these Regulations; 
(b) 10 centimetres (3.9 inches) square, in the tase of a notice displayed on a 

container in accordance with Schedule 3 to these Regulations. 

3. The letters in the notice shall be not less than-
(a) 2.5 centimetres (1 inch) high, in the case of a.notice displayed on a vehicle 

as aforesaid; 
Cb) 1.25 centimetres (0.5 inch) high, in the case of a notice displayed on a 

container as aforesaid. 

4. The symbols in the notice shall be black and the letters therein shall be 
white. 

5. The background to the upper half of the notice shall be white and that of 
the lower half shall be black. 


