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The Ministry of Development, on behalf of the Secretary of State; and 
in exercise of the, ;powers conf~r.red upo:Q. it]?y Articles, ~ 1, 51 and 106 of 
the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1972(a) hereby makes the fOllowing 
regulatiqns; --:- ,'. ' , " ", 

PART I 
1, •• ', 

'(;ITATION; COMMENCEMENT, I~TERPRE;rA\I'lON AND APPLICATioN 

Citation and commencement .' '. 
1. These regulations. may Pe. cited· as the ,}>lanning (Control of Advertise­

ments) ~egulatio~s (Northern Irelaild) 1973 and shall come into operation 
on 1st October 1973". 

Interpretation ":" 
.. 2;-,--{1) In these regulatioIls:-

'~the 1972 Order" means the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1972; . 
"advertisement" means any word, letter, . model, sign, placarg., board, 

notice, device or representation, whether i1lumin~ted or :p:ot, in'. the 
nature of, and employed wholly or 'partly for the, purpose of, advertise­
ment, announcement or direc~ion, and (without prejudice to the pre­
ceding provisions of this definition) includes any hoarding or simi~ar 
structure used, or adi!,pted 'for use, 'for: the display of advertisements 
and: re~erences to' the display ··of·adveFtisements shall. be:, construed 
accordingly; '.' . 

"advertiser~' ,mean~ a' person who himself;· or by his serVant or .agent, 
· undertake's or m!!-intains the display of .an Jidvertisement; . , 

"agricultural land" has the Same meaning . as in the AgriCulture. Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1949(b); . 

'~business premises~' ha,s the meaning assigned to it 'by regulation 9(3); 
.. 'fthe Commission" m:eans the Planning Appeals Commission; '.., .: 

"iUllminated advertisement" means an advertisement. which is de.sign~ 
or adapted t.o, ,be' illumiIlated by artificial lighting, directly or by 

, '. reflection; . " \ '. . 
"site", in relatIqn to an aclver.tisement, means ,any.1and or ariy .bl,1ilding 

other. than an advertisement as herein defined on which an advertise-
ment i~displayed; . 

"specified class.es" ·means . .the classes of advertisements specified in 
: : regulation 9(i). . ". '. . :. 

(2) Ref~rence in these regulati9hs to the person displaying an .advertise­
ment .shall be construed as reference to' ~he advertiser; and shall' be deemed 
to iiiclude: -..:.. . 

'(a) the owner and occupier of the -land on which the advertisement is 
· ' displayed; and ' . 

(b) any person. to.w.hose goods, trade; business or other concerns publicity 
:': is given by the advertisement. . 

Application . . 
3.-(1) These regulations shall apply .Ita .. the display of all advertisements, 

except any advertisement: - , 
(a) displayed on enclosed land; and not readily visible from:land outside 
· the enc1()slIre, w.he),"ein it is !lisplayed or from any part of.such eIlclosure 

over which there is a public ·right of way or to which there is public 
right of access; 

(a) S.l. 1972 No, 1634 (N.l. 17). (b) 1949. c. 2. 
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.: .... :: (kL9i~pl~yed .. Within ~a., q~tld~g; , '. .... ..., ... " 
(c) displayed on or in a vehicle; 
(d) .i~corporated in, and forming part of, ;the f!iJbric of a blJilding, other 
. than' a obuiiding used principally for the display of such advertisements 

or a hoarding or similar structure; 
... ·(e).·. displayed on an article for sale or on the package or other container 

in which an article is ~old. or c,lisplayed on the pump, dispenser or 
'other' container :from which an article is. sold; being an advertisement 
wholly with reference to the article for sale. which' is not an illuminated 
advertisement. . . . 

.'. (2) 'Por the 'purposes of this regulation ;~, 
. (a) :"article" inCludes a gas or liquid; 

. " '(b) the expression "enclosed l~nd" means land which is wholly or for 
the most part enclosed within a hedge. fence. or wall or similar screen 

.' . or structure and shall be deeme4 to inClude any railway.station (and 
.. . ·its yards) or bus. station, together with their forecourts, whether en­

cl6se9' or not; but shall not include any public park, publ.ic· garden 
or other land held 'for the use or enjoyment of the public, or (sa:ve 
as hereinbefore specified) anY enclosed railway l~~d normally used 
for the carriage of passengers' or goods by rail; . . 

(cY"yehicle" means a. vehi~le norm~lly employed' as a moving vehicle on 
. a.nY road or railway, or: a'vessel normaliy employed as a' moving"vessel 

on any' hiland waterway; but shall not inc~ude any such vehicle or . 
. ' -xessel during any period, when it is used primarily for th,e display of 

, adYertisements; " 
(~. no . adverQs~nient shall. b~ deemed' to form .part· of the fabnc of. a 

building by reason only of being affixed to, or painted on ,the building. 

PART II . 

GENER~L PRovIsi~Ns' 
'Control of advertisements to be· exercised in the interests of amenity and 

public safety . .. . 
. ' . 4.~1) The powers conferred by these regulations with respect to the 
gran,t or ,refusal of consent for .the display of advertisements' and the 
'i:evocation or modification' of such. consent shall be e.xercis'able only in the 
:i~terests. qf amenity arid pubIi~safety, . '. " 

.(2) When exercising'·s\lch powers the Ministry,.: 
. Ca) ,'shall, ni th~ interests of ~menity, 'determine thesuitabi1i:ty of the: use 

, of a site for' the disphiy of advertisements 'in the light of the' general 
characteristics of the JocaHty, including the 'I?resence therein of any 
feature of histo,ric, architectllral, cultural or similar interest; and when 

. assessing the general characteristics' of a locality the Ministry. may 
disregard any advertisements therein displayed; . .' ... 

.- . ... (b) sh~ll, iri the interests of' P1lblicsafety .rra ve regar~ to' the safety of 
,p~rsons· who may use any road, railway, waterway (including any 
cOastal waters); dock, harbour or aerodrom~ affected or li~ely ·to be 
affec~ed by any display of ,adverti,se1I.lents; and shall in ,.paiticular 

.. ' 
.' 

•. consIder whether ~ny suc~ dIsplay IS lIkely to obscur~, or lill~.der the 
.. ready interpretation of ~ny road traffic sign, any ,railway signal or 
'aid to' navigation by water or air; . 
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but witJ;lOut prejudice to its power to have regard to ~J;1y other material 
factor. 

(3) In ,the determination of an application for consent for the display of 
advertisements, or, where the revocation or modification of a consent is under 
consideration, regard may be had to any material change in circumstances 
likely to occur within the period for which the consent is required ()r granted. 

(4) Save as hereinafter provided,_ and subject to the provisions of the~se 
regulations, express consent foJ,' the display of advertisemepts shaJI no.t con­
tain any limitation or restriction relating to any particular subject matter or 
class of subject matter or to the content or design of any subject matter to 
be displayed, but shall take effect as consent to, the' use of a .site for the 
purpose of displaying advertis_ements in tb,e manner authorised by the consent 
whether :1;Jy the erection of structures on the sit~ or otherwise as the case 
may, be.: 

.. Pi,ov'ided that where ail application 'for consent relates to the display of a 
p!lrticill~ra,dve!tisement the Ministry may have regard to the effect on 
.amenity ~nd pu~lic safety of th6display of such advertisement. 

Cons~nt ~equired for the display of advertisements . 
. 5.~1) No advertisemel].t maybe displayed without _consent grante~ by 
,the 'Ministry on. -ana,pplicationin that behalf (referred to in these regulations 
,.as "express consent") or deemed t6 be granted under paragraph (2). 

(2) Consent shall be deemed to be granted for the_ display of any advertise­
ment dis:played in accordance with any provision of. these regulations 
-wliereoy advertisements of. tIiat 'description-may be displayed- without express 
c(;inse'nL' . - - , . . . 

(3) In so far as the nature of the consent permits, consent for the dis.play 
of any advertisements shall enure for the benefit of the .land to whiCh the 
consent relates and of all persons for the time being interested in that land; 
'without prejudice, however, to the provisions of these regulations as respects 
the revocation or modification of an express consent. 

" (4) Sav<! only as he~einafter excepted,' it shall be a condition '(whether 
·ex:press.~y imposed or not) of every consent granted by or under these 
regulations that, before any advertisement is displayed on land in. pursuance 
of the consent, the permission of the owner of that land 01' other person 
entitled to ·grant permission in relation thereto shall be obtained; except 
where anadveJ,'tisement of the description specified in regulation 8(1)(b) is 
.required to be dis.played notwithstanding that such permission is :not obtained. 

The standard conditions 
6. Without prejudice to the power of the Ministry to impose' additional 

conditions upon a grant of consent under these xegulation.s, the standard 
.conditions set out in the Schedule shall, .subject ,to :the provisions of these 
regulations, 'apply with<;mt further notice-:-

,(a) in the «ase of the conditions set out in Part l of the Schedule, to the 
display ofalladveniseinents; and 

(b) in the ~ase of the cond~tions set ont in Part II of the.Schedule:only 
-to ;the ,advertisements being displayed with, consent deemed to be 
gra~ted by these regulations. .., 
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Cor!tr{lvenNon oireglflations. ' 
7.41) A person 'displaying an.advettisement in contravention of these 

regulations shall be,liabl~ on summary conviction of an offence under Artjc1e 
51(2) of the ~972 Ord~r to a fine not exceeding £100 and; in. the case of a con­
tinuing 'Offence" 'te a fine 1110t exceeding £5, for each day during whi,ch the 
offence continues after cqnvictien. 

" ": (2) Failure to -obse-rve any conditi.on relating to the maintenance ·ef an 
advertisement or of ;the site u~ed for the display there,ef, or to th,e satisfactory 
removal of an advertisement, shall not be a contraventien of these regulations 
for .the purposes of Article 51(2) of the 1972 Order insofar -as concerns an,y 
person who is only deemed by virtue of Article 51(3) of the 1972 Order to 
display the advertisement, unless such person has failed to, comply with a 
notice served on him by the Ministry under this paragraph requiring him to 
_comply with the condition within such period (not being less than twenty­
eight days after the service thereof) as may be ~peGifi~c;l' in the notice . .. . ' . '" 

PART ill 

ApPLICATIONS THE DISPLAY OF WHICH MAY BE UNDERTAKEN wrI'HouT EXPRESS 
CONSENT 

'Elt;ction notices" 'statutory qdverti;sements and traffic signs 
-8.-:-,-(1) The- display of advertisements of the_ follewing descriptions may 

be undertaken without express consent:-
(a) ~my advertisement relating specifically te a pending parliamentary 

_ - _ election or to a pending,.electien to the Northern Ireland Assembly or a 
distri,;t: council, not being an advertisement to which sub -paragraph 
(b) applies; 

(b}advertisements required to be displayed by at). enaotment for the time 
, being in force, or by'Standing Orders of either l-Iouse of Parliament, in­
cluding (but without prejudice to the generality hereof) advertisements 
the display of which is so required as a condition of the :valid 'exercise­
of any other pewer or prep er perfermance 'Of any functi.on, given er 
imposed by an enactment; _ . 

,(c) lldvertisem~nts which are traffic signs asdefllled in section 190 'Of the 
Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970(c). 

, (2) Consent deemed t6 be granted by vi~tue of- paragraph (1) shall be 
subject to the following cenditiens in addition te the standard conditions:­

An advertisement 'Of the description specified iliparagraph l(a) shall be 
re1l).oved within fourteen days after the close of the poll in the election to 

'- which the advertisement relates; and any other-advertisement diSplayed for 
: -:a -temporary pUrpose in accordance with this -regulation sh,all be removed 
, as soon as may be after the expiry 'Of the periodi during whi~h such 

advertisement is required or authorised to be displayed or, if no such 
period is specified, shall be removed within a reasonable time after the 

'- -purpose for, -which, such advertisement Was required or authorised to be 
displayed is satisfied. 

_'The specified classes 
,9.-+,(1) Advertisements of the following ~lasses may be displayed without 

'expresscensent" subject t6 the proVisions of this regulat~on: ' 

(c) 1970. c. 2. (NJ.). 
60A 


