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Commission Regulation (EC) No 2208/2002 of 12 December 2002 laying
down detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 814/2000

on information measures relating to the common agricultural policy

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2208/2002

of 12 December 2002

laying down detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No
814/2000 on information measures relating to the common agricultural policy

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 of 17 April 2000 on information
measures relating to the common agricultural policy(1), and in particular Article 9 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In the light of experience gained in 2000, 2001 and 2002, the detailed rules for
applying Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 laid down in Commission Regulation (EC) No
1557/2001(2), as amended by Regulation (EC) No 1366/2002(3), should be amended to
improve the scheme. In view of the extent of the amendments needed, and to achieve
transparency for all the interested parties, Regulation (EC) No 1557/2001 should be
replaced.

(2) Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 defines the type and content of information measures
relating to the common agricultural policy.

(3) A call for proposals is the most efficient and transparent way of ensuring that the grants
provided for in Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 receive the widest publicity and that the
best measures are selected.

(4) The eligibility requirements for applicants, the grounds for disqualification, the general
criteria for selecting measures and the criteria for awarding grants, as referred to in
Article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 814/2000, should be laid down in detail.

(5) In order to protect the financial interests of the Community, when an advance on the
grant is to be paid, a bank guarantee of an equivalent amount must be provided.

(6) In order to make the available financial resources accessible to the largest possible
number of potential recipients, a part-financing rate of more than 50 % must be an
exception.

(7) The Commission draws up a list of beneficiaries and information measures financed.
In order to fix the rights and obligations arising from decisions to award a grant,
the Commission concludes an agreement with the beneficiary. Each agreement must
include explicit provisions relating to the Commission's right to carry out checks.
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(8) Notifying the Committee for the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund
(EAGGF), established by Council Regulation (EC) No 1258/1999 of 17 May 1999
on the financing of the common agricultural policy(4), of measures financed under this
Regulation will facilitate the coordination of measures implemented by the Member
States with those supported by the Community.

(9) Taking into account the time limits for publishing the call for proposals, this Regulation
should enter into force with immediate effect.

(10) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the
EAGGF Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Scope

This Regulation lays down detailed rules for applying information measures relating to
the common agricultural policy in the form of work programmes and specific measures
eligible for a Community grant, as referred to in Article 2(1)(a) and (b) of Regulation
(EC) No 814/2000.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation:

(a) ‘specific information measures’ as referred to in Article 2(1)(b) of Regulation (EC)
No 814/2000 means information events limited in time and space and implemented
on the basis of a single budget;

(b) ‘annual work programmes’ as referred to in Article 2(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No
814/2000 means sets of two to five specific information measures;

(c) ‘information measures’ means specific information measures and annual work
programmes.

Article 3

Call for proposals

By [F131 October] each year, the Commission shall publish in the Official Journal of
the European Communities a call for proposals for information measures specifying,
inter alia, the priority topics, types of measure and target audiences, the means of
implementing them, the deadlines for submitting proposals, the period allowed for
implementing the operations involved in the measures, the eligibility requirements, the
selection and award criteria, the eligible costs and the method for evaluating applications
with a view to awarding grants.

For 2002, the call for proposals shall be published no later than 31 December 2002.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 1820/2004 of 20 October 2004 amending Regulation

(EC) No 2208/2002 laying down detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 on
information measures relating to the common agricultural policy.

Article 4

Eligibility criteria for applicants

1 The organisations and associations referred to in Article 2(1)(a) of Regulation (EC)
No 814/2000 must meet the following conditions:

a be private; in the case of organisations or associations bringing together other
organisations or associations, these latter must also be private; where an annual work
programme is implemented in partnership, the partners must also be private;

b be non-profit-making;
c have been established in a Member State for at least two years.

2 The parties referred to in Article 2(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 814/2000 must be
legal persons legally constituted in a Member State for at least two years.

3 Where the agreement referred to in Article 8 provides for the payment of an advance
on the grant, the applicant shall provide a bank guarantee of an equivalent amount, in accordance
with the specimen provided by the Commission.

This guarantee shall not be required where the applicant is a public body.

Article 5

Grounds for disqualifying applicants

Grants may not be awarded to applicants who are, at the time of a grant award procedure,
in one of the following situations:

(a) they are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the
courts, have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business
activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any
analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national
legislation or regulations;

(b) they have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a
judgment which has the force of res judicata;

(c) they have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which
the contracting authority can justify;

(d) they have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security
contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the
country in which they are established or with those of the country of the contracting
authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed;
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