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ORDER IN COUNCIL, DATED 10TH FEBRUARY 1972, MAKING REGULATIONS UNDER 
SECTION 2 OF THE EMERGENCY POWERS ACT (NoRTHERN IRELANp) 1926 
AS AMENDED BY THE EMERGENCY POWERS (AMENDMENT) ACT (NORTHERN 
IRELAND) 1964. 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

FUNCTIONS OF MINISTRIES 
Regulation 

1. Functions of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
2. Functions of other Ministries. 

REGULATION OF SUPPLY CONSUMPTION AND DISTRIBIJTION 
3. Supply, etc. of solid and liquid fuel; electricity and gas. 
4. Distribution of fuel. 

RELAXATION OF OBLIGATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 
AS TO PUBLIC SERVICES 

5. Water supply. 
6. Sewerage and sewage disposal. 

OFFENCES 
.7. Sabotage. 
S. Trespassing and loitering. 
9. Interference with public servants and other persons performing essential 

services. 
10. Inducing persons to withhold services. 

SUPPLEMENfAL 
11. Power to enter upon or take possession of land. 
12. POWC1: to arrest without warrant. 
13. Attempts to . commit offences and assisting offenders. 
14. Penalties and place of trial. 
15. Interpretaltion. 
16. Short title and commencement. 

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

GREY OF NAUNTON 

WHEREAS a proclamation of emergency has been made under section 1 of 
the Emergency Powers Act (Northern Ireland) 1926(a), as amended by the 
Emergency Powers (Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 1964(b), and is now 
in force: 

Now THER.EFORE I, RALPH FRANCIS ALNWICK, BARON GREY OF NAUNTON, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Knight Commander of the Royal Viotorian Order, Officer Qf the 
Order of the British Empit'e, Governor of Northern Ireland, in pursuance' of 
section 2 of the said Act of 1926 'and of all other powers me thereunto·enabling 
do, by and with the advice of the Privy ~uncU of Northern Ireland, hereby 
orders as follows:·~ 

(a) 16 & 17 Geo. 5. c. 8 (N.l.). (b) 1964. c. 34 (N.!.). 
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FUNctIONS : of.·~MnIlISTRIES 

Functions of the Ministry of Home Affairs 

No. 26 

1. Without prejudice to any o;ther provision of these Regulations it shall be 
the general duty of the Ministry of Home Affairs to take such steps as may be 
necessary to car·ry these Regulations into· effect-or as may otherwise be necessary 
foi the purposes of maintaining essential services. . '. . -

Functions of other Ministries 
2.-(1) Any Minist~Y of N ortIiem lreland m~y riuike arrangements whereby 

any of its functions are performed on its b.ehalf by any other Government 
Department or by officers of any such department, including (witho\lt prejudice 
to section 63 of the Government of Ireland Act 1 920(c)) officers 6l' a depart-
ment of the Government of the Uriited Kingdom. ". .... 

(2) Any Ministry of.Northern Ireland may by order delegate to any public 
body or class of public bodies, Of to any officer or class of officers employed 
by any public body·or to any other person any of its functions, and it shall be 
the duty of any public body or officer or person to whom ·any such functions 
are so delegated ~o perform ~hose functions and to comply with any directions 
given by that Ministty in rela:tiop. there~(). .' . . '. 

REGULATION OF SUPPLY CONSUMPTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
:.":, l ."", 

Supply, etc., of solid and liquid fu(!l, e/f!c.tricity ·and gas 
3. The Ministry of Commeiceriiay ·by order provide for 'regulating or 

prohibiting the supply or acquisition, or the consJ]mption (wnether for' domestic 
or industrial purposes or for any other purposes Whatsoever) ·of solid or liquid 
fuel or the supply, or the consumption (whether for domestic or industrial 
purposes or for any other purposes whatsoever) of electricity or gas. 

Distribution of fuel 
4.-(1) The Mini~t~y of Commerce may giVe to any person carrying on 

business as a refiner .or supplier of liquid fuel or asa supplier .of solid fuel 
directions as to .the persons· to whom he is to supply. any such .fuel as may be 
specified in the directions; and any such ·4irections may.in particular require 
any liquid or solid fuel to be supplied to such persons as may be. specified in 
the directions in accordance with such· requirements as may be so specified 
or may, to such extent as may be specified in the directions, prohibit or restrict 
the supply of liquid or solid fuel to persons so specified. 

(2) Where any fuel is supplied to any person in pursuance of a direction 
under this Regulation, :that person shall pay such price in respect thereof 
as may be reasonable. . . 

(3) The foregoing provisions of this Regulation shall apply in relation to 
any pe·rson carrying on a trade or business (otherwise than as a supplier of 
fuel) for the pU1!poses of which he is in possession .of a st.ock of solid or liquid 
fuel, as if; in respect of. that fuel, he were carrying on business as such a 
supplier; and any- directions to such a person under thjs Regulation.may 

. include direotions prohibiting or restr,icting. the consumption of such ".fuel 
by h.im:. . .... . . 

Provided that in relation to. any· such ·person any reference in this 
Regulation to supply shall be construed as a reference to delivery at the place 
wher~. thefu~l. i~J.5ep,t:.. __ ._,_. __ . .., 
(q) 10 & 11 Geo. 5. C. 67. 
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-Water supply 
5.-(1) Any w~ter authority may, fOr the purpose of maintaining supplies 

of water in any locality, disregard any restriction imposed by or under any 
enactment with respect to the taking of water from any specified source or 

_ any obligation so imposed with respect t6 the discharge of compensation water, 
and may far {hat,purpose take water from any source, so long as, in either 
case, in so doing, they-ar~ actin~_under, and ~n accoTdance with, any general or 
special authority granted'for the purposes of-this paragmph by or on behalf of 
the Ministry of Development. 

(2) Any water-aufuaiitynni.y,-·to such extent ·as appears to them to be 
necessary or expedient for conserving and making the best use of supplies 
of water in any locality, disregard or fall short in discharging any obligation 
imposed by or under any enac(ment with respeot to the provision by them of 
supplies of w~ter (in9Iuding, inparticular,_ but without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing words, any obIig~tipn with respeot to the filtration 
or other treatment of water or tqe pressure at which water is to be supplied) 
so long as in so doing, they are acting under, and in accordance with, any 
gene·ral or special authority granted for the purposes of this pamg:raph by or on 
behalf of the Ministry of Development. 

Sewerage and sewage disposal. 
6.- Any sewerage authority may, for the purpose of effectively draining their 

district and dealing with the contents of their sewers, disregard any prohibition 
. or restriction imposed by or under any enactment or rule of law with respect 

to the discharge of foul or surface water into any natural or artificial stream, 
watercoU["se, canal, pond, lake or sea, so long as, in so doing, they are acting 
under, and in accordance with, any general or special authority granted for 

. the purposes of this Regulatian by or on behalf of the Ministry of Development. 

OFFENCES 

Sabotage 
7. No person shall do any act with intent to impair the efficiency or impede 

the working or movement of any vessel, aircraft, vehicle, machinery, apparatus 
or other thing used 01" intended to be used in the performance of essential 
services, or to impair the usefulness of any works, structure or premises used or 
intended to be used as afoTesaid. 

Trespassing and loitering 
8.-(1) No person shall trespass on, or on premises in the vicinity of, any 

premises used or appropriated for the purposes of essential services; and if any 
person is found trespassing on any premises in contmvention of this paragraph, 
then, without prejudice to any proceedings which may be taken against him, 
he may be removed by the appropriate person from the premises. 

. (2) No person shall, for· any purpose prejudicial to the public safety, be in, 
or in the vicinity of, anY.p'll"emises used or .appropriated for. the purposes of 
essential services; and where, in any proceedings taken against a person by 
.virtue -of this paragraph, it is proved that at the material time he was present 
in, or in the vicinity of, thc'premises concerned, -the prosecution may thereupon 
adduce such evidence of the ch~u:acter of that person (including evidence of his 

·:having been_previously convicted of anY offence) as tends to show that he was 
so present fOIl" a purpose prejudicial to the pUlblic safety .. 


