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The Ministry of Agrlculture in exercise of the powers vested in it
under Section 1 of the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(a) and of every
other power enabling it in that behalf, after consultation with representatives
of such interests as appear to it to bé concerned hereby make the followrng
Regulations : — , . :

Citation and commencemem‘

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Seeds Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1971, and shall come into operation on the 1st day of October 1971,

Revocation
2. The Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961(b) are hereby revoked

Interpretation

3. In these Regulations, unless ‘the context otherwise requn:es the

following terms have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them:—

“the Act” means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965

“the Ministry’ means the Ministry of Agriculture;

“recognised seed testing station” means the official seed ‘testing statron
an official seed testing station established in Great Britain, a seed
testirig establishment licensed in Great Britain or Northérn Ireland
and any official seed testing station recognrsed by the Internatronal
Seed "Testing Association;

“germination test” means a test made at a recogmsed seed testmg stat1on
to ascertain the percentage of germination.of seeds;

“injurious weeds” means the weeds specified in the Fifth Schedule

“prohibited weeds” means the weeds specified in the Sixth Schedule;

“percentage of germination” means the percentage by number of pure
seeds which in the course of a germination test produce seedlings.
which have developed the structures which indicate the ability to
produce mature plants under favourable conditions in the fields..

“percentage of hard seeds” means the percentage by number of pure. seeds
which remain bard at the end of a germination test because they-have
not absorbed water; .

“percentage of purrty means the percentage by welght of pure seeds as
ascertained in a purity test; :

“percentage of weed seeds” imeans the percentage by welght of weed
seeds as ascertained in a purity test;

“prescribed declarable minimum percentage of germination” means in
relation to seeds of any kind speciﬁed in "the Fourth Schedule, ‘the
pergentage of genmination stated in. that Schedule in respect of those.
seeds;

“prescribed declarable minimum percentage of purity” means, in relation
to seeds of any kind specified in the Third Schedule, .the percentage:
of purity stated in that Schedule in respect of those seeds; . “

“pure seeds” means whole seeds of the kind which the seéeds purport to
be, (including any such seeds which are immature; shirivelled, sprouted,
cracked, insect-damaged, diseased or otherwise injured) and -pieces
of such seeds larger than one-half of the -original size: of the whole
seed but excludmg—— .

(i) in the case of seeds of legumes, crucifers, ‘and’ comfers seeds or
preces of seeds. from wh1ch the seed coat is- entirely : ‘removed;

(a) 1965. c. 22 (N.1.), , : (b) SR, &.0O. (N.I) 1961, No." 167, . : i
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(ii) in the case of grasses, empty glumes, sterile florets and seeds.and
pieces of seeds Wrthout an obvious caryopsrs contarmng,endosperm
and . ,

(nr) in the case of forest tree seeds seed ngs
Provided that when applied to seeds of a kind whrch cannot be
distinguished . from seeds of other kinds by expert .macroscopic
examination, the expression .‘“‘pure seeds” when tsed in these
Regulations shall hot imply that - the- seeds are necessarrly of the
kird which they purport to be '

urity test” meaiis a ' test made at a reco msed seed testmg statron fo.
“p 2

ascertain the percentage ‘of purrty of seeds, S

“weed seeds” means whole seeds of bulbils or pieces of seeds or bulbrls
of any plants commonly regarded as weeds (including the seeds of
plants. of injurious and- prohibited weeds) and, ‘without: ‘prejudice to

- the generality of the- foregoing deﬁnltron of ' rany plants specrﬁed in

- the Sevénth Schedule. .. .- o .00

Seeds to which the Regulations apply =

4. These Regulations shall apply, 6" the ",kmds of seeds specrﬁed in the
First Schedule. ‘All hybrid forms of ‘and derivatives from any of those kinds
of seeds shall be deemed to be kinds of séeds included in the,'said’ Schédule,

notwrthstandmg that they may' be generally known by a name not appearmg.

therem . . . , ‘
-»L R J Lo B TRt BRI S S

Part;culars to be delzvered on sale of seeds

the selier shall deliver ‘to the purchaser at the trme of dehvery of such seeds

a statement in writing containing as,regards-the kind-of seeds ireferred:to-in-

Parts I and II of the Second Scheduyle such. particulars as ;are.set out, therein.

' (2) Particulars referréd to in the'préteding paragraph shall be partic'ula'rs;

ascertamed on a test of the said seeds carried out at a recognrsed seed testing
-stat1on S i e e e e N

3) Where seeds are: sold ot oﬂered ‘or exposed for sale at any trme ‘other
than some time within  the months of August or September, a test for the

purpose of the preceding sub-section shall be a test inade.not earlier

than the first day of the month of August last preceding, ;and where. seeds
are sold or offered or exposed for sale at any time within the months. of
August or September, the test shall be a test made not’ earlrer than the first
day of the month of August in the prevrous yéar:

e Sub sectrons (2) and 3) ot Sect10n 4 of . the Act shall apply to state-
ments delivered.in pursuance of sub section (1) of Sectron S

Limits of variation

6. For the purposes.of sub-sections, (2) and (3) of Sectron 4 and Sectron 5
of the' Act the limits of varratron m relatlon to the partrculars 1n a statutory
statement-.shall be:—-.. o T

(a) in respect of percentages of punty, germmatron hard seeds and weed

seeds, the percentages. set-out- in -Rarts I-.to IV. respectlvely of the
Eighth Schedule; . . . ... ..

(b) . respect ‘of. the number of seeds of any mjurrous weeds the number
. set -out in Part V. of the Eighth Schedule S e fenggerpaet



1436 Seeds No. 305

Sampling

7. For the purpose of a test of seeds to ascertain any particulars to be
given in compliance with these Regulations, a sample of seeds shall be taken
and dealt with in accordanceé with the Ninth Schedule _

Prohibited weed seed

8.—(1) If, on a test of seeds cariied out at an official seed testing station
of a sample drawn by an authorised officer in accordance with the Ninth
Schedule there is found to be present any seed ‘of weeds of a.kind prescribed
in the Sixth Schedule, the importation or removal into Northern Ireland, or
the selling or the offering or exposmg for sale of such seeds shall be pro-
bibited.

(2) For the purposes of this Regulation the presence of not more than
one seed of any prohibited weed seeds in one half of a sample of 2 1b 4 oz
shall be ignored provided that the other half is found to be free of any
prohibited weed seeds.

Use of samples in criminal proceedings

9. Samples shall be taken by an authorised.officer -and:shall, as soon as
possible thereafter be divided by him into three parts, each part being marked
and sealed by him. The authorised officer shall then: arrange for one part
to be delivered or tendered to the owner of the seeds and for two parts-te be
delivered or sent by post to the Chief Officer of the Official Seed Testing
Station who will arrange for one part to be tested and for the other part to
be retained for production where use of ‘it may be requrred by the Court
in proceedings taken under the Act

Certzﬁcate of the results of a test of seeds .

10.—(1) A certificate of the result of a test of a sample sent to ‘the
Official Seed Testing Statlon shal]l be in the form: set out in the’ Tenth
Schedule. ‘ Lo

(2) Every such certificate shall be sent to the Ministry and a copy thereof'
shall be sent by the M1n1stry to the owner of the seeds

Keéeping of records
11.—Persons who deal in seeds shall:—
@ keep records of: —
. (@) transactions in seeds; : 3
(b) statutory statements given or received by them, and other state-
" merits ‘or invoices given or recéived by them 1n “connection® W1th
the sale of seeds;
(c) processes or treatments applied to seeds;
(d) the results of tests of seeds; _ ,
(e) seed sown by them, the acreages involvcd and yield of these crops;
and shall permit authorrsed officers of the M1n1stry to examine such'
records; :
(ii): maintain the said records for a penod of two years;

(iii) in the case of seeds imported or rémoved into Northera ireland supply
the Mmrstry within three days of such importation. or removal with
information as to the -quantity, nature and locatlon of such seed.
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Exemptions

12.—(1) The Ministry may, by l1cence exempt any person or class of
persons from compliance with all or any of the provisions of these Regulations
where it is satisfied that the circumstances -corinected with the sale are such
that compliance with such Regulations. either generally or in a partlcular
respect cannot reasonably be required.

(2) A licenice issued by the Ministry under paragraph (1) shaIl be sub]ect

to such conditiohs as the Ministry may specify in the licence.

(3) Any breach of a condition 1mposed by such a licence shall render the
licence vo1d ‘ :

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture for Nor.thern
Ireland this 30th day of September 1971 in the presence of :=—

(LS) o A. McKelvze,
- : ‘ - Assistant Secretary.



