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The Ministry of Health and Social Services in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by Sections 6, 7, 13, 14, 15 and 87 of the Health Services Act
(Northern Ireland) 1971(a),-and of all other powers ehabling it in that behalf,
hereby makes the following Regulations: —

Citation and commencement

1. These Reguilations may be cited as the Health Services (Services
Committee) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971 and shall come into operation
on the 19th October 1971.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Regulations,

“the Act” means the Health Services Act (Northern Ireland) 1971;

“Board” means the Northern Ireland General Health Services Board;

“chemist” means a person registered in the Register of Pharmaceutical
Chemists for Northern Ireland made out and maintained under Section9
of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland) 1925(b);

“dental officer” means a dental officer appointed by the Board;

“dispensing optician” means a person or body corporate qualified as
a dispensing optician in accordance with the Health Services (Supple-
mentary Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961(c);

“drugs” includes in the case of persons receiving general medical services
medicines, oxygen and any prescribed chemical reagents and in the
case of persons receiving general dental services means such drugs and
medicines as are included in a list for the time being approved by the
Ministry; ,

“Drug Tariff” means the statement prepared by the Ministry under
Regulation 28 of the General Service Regulations as-hereinafter defined
specifying the prices and standards of drugs and appliances to be
provided under those Regulations;

“General Dental Regulations” means the Health Services (General Dental
Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1964(d);

“General Service Regulations” means the Health Services (General Medical
and Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1956(e);

“health centre” means premises at which facilities -are available for all or
any of the purposes specified in Section 20 of the Act;

“Local Medical Committee”, “Local Dental Committee”, “Local Pharma-
ceutical Committee”, “Local Ophthalmic Medical Committee” and
“Local Ophthalmic Ogptical Committee” mean the committees recog:
nised by the Board under Section 6 of the Act; '

“medical adviser” means a registered medical practitioner in the full-time
employment of the Board; |

“ophthalmic medical practitioner” means a medical practitioner having
the qualifications prescribed by the Health Services (Supplementary
Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961;

“ophthalmic optician” means a person or body corporate qualified as an
ophthalmic optician in accordance with the Health Services (Supple-
mentary Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961;

(@) 1971. c. 1 (N.I). " (@ SR. & O.(NL) 1964, No. 60.
(b) 15 & 16 Geo. 5. c. 8 (N.I). (e) S.R. & O. (N.1) 1956, No. 150.
(© SR. & O. (N.I) 1961, No. 123
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“optician” means an ophthalmic optician or a dispensing: optician as the
context may require;

“practitioner” means a registered medical practitioner, an ophthahmc'

medical practitioner or 4 registered dental practitioner;
“treatment” in relation to general medical services has the same meaning

as ini the General ‘Service Regulations and in relation to general dental

services has the same meaning as in the General Dental Regulations;

“the terms of service” means the terms of service for medical practitioners
contained in Part T of the First Schedule to the General Service Regula-
tions, the terms of service for chemists contained in Part I of the

_Third Schedule to the General Service Regulations, the terms of service
for dental practitioners contained in the First.Schedule to the General

Dental Regulations, or the terms of service for ophthalmic medical

'practmoners ophthalmic opticians and dispensing opticians contained
in the First Schedule to the Health Setvices (Supplementary Eye Servrces)
- 'Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1948(f), as the case may be;:

“the Tribunal” mieans the Tribunal constitiited under Schedule 3°to the
Act.

&) ".I‘Ahe-Regulatlons shall also épply to any other person firm or body
corporate whose name is included in the pharmaceutrcal list for the purpose
of supplying appliances only.

Constztutzon of Services Commztz‘ee
3.—(1) For the purposes of these Regulations the Board shall draw up
the following panels of persons:—-
(1) a .panel of medical practitioners nommated by the Local Medical
‘Committees; |
(ii) a panel of ophthalmic medical pract1t1oners nommated by the Local
Ophthalmic Medical Committee;
7 (iii) a panel of dental -practitioners nominated- by . the Local" Dental
Committee;
(1V) a panel of chemists nominated by the Local Phamaceutrcal Commlttee
-(v) a panel of opticians nominated by the Local Ophtha]m1c Optlcal
Committee; and
(vi) a panel of lay persons appointed by the Board belng nelther members
. of the Board nor officers ‘of the Ministry.

(2) Any cornplamt made by a person against a- pract1troner chermst or
aptician in respect of an alleged failure-to comply with the terms of servies
shall be investigated by a committee (heremafter referred to as the “Services
Committee™).

(3) The chairman and deputy -chairman of -the.. Serv1ces Commrttee shall '

be appointed by the Board from their lay members.

(4) The terms of office, of the chairman and deputy chairman shall be
R xed by the Board

€5) ‘The members of the Serv1ces Comm1ttee shall be appomted by the
Board: and shall consrst of two members drawn from the pane] of lay persons,
and -

(a) where the complamt is made against a medlcal practltloner two -

members drawn from. ¢he panel of medlcal practrtloners, ,
(f) SR & O (NI) 1948 No 166 o
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(b) where the complaint is made against an ophthalmic medical practitioner,
two members drawn from the panel of ophthalmic medical practitioners;

(¢) where the complaint i is made against a dental practitioner, two members
drawn from the panel of dental practitioners;

(d) where the complaint is made against a chemist, two members drawn
from the panel of chemists; and

(e) where the complaint is made against an optlc1an two members drawn
from the panel of opticians:

Provided that the members of the Services Committee shall so far as is
practicable be drawn from the area in which the practitioner, chemist or
optician resides or practices.

(6) If in the-opinion of the Services Committee any matter referred to it
involves a question relating to a practitioner, chemist or optician whose
profession is not represented on the Services Committee as constituted, the
Committee shall inform the Board who shail proceed to reconstitute the Services
Committee by adding two members drawn from the panel of représentatives
of the profession to which the practltloner chemist or optician who appears
to be involved, belongs.

(7) If in the opinion of the chairman any member of the Services
Committee is interested, or is partner, principal, assistant or manager fo
a practitioner, chemist or optician who is interested, in a question referred fo it;
or if the -practitioner, chemist or optician objects to any member on any
personal or other reasonable ground specified by him, that member shall
take no part in the hearing and a member drawn from the same panel of
persons shall be appointed by the Board to act in his place

(8) Where a case has been opened before the Services Committee and
the "hearing is adjourned for the purpose .of taking further evidence or of
preparing or considering the report, a member of the Services Committee
who was not present at the hearing shall not be entitled to be present or take
part in the proceedings at the adjourned hearing. and it shall not be necessary
for the secretary to send him notice of such hearing.

(9) The deputy chairman if the chairman is.absent shall exercise and
perform the powers and duties of the chairman, and shall otherwise be entitled
to be present at, and take part in, the proceedmgs of the Services Commlttce
but shall not be entltled to vote. :

Imestzgatzons by Services Committee

4.—(1) (a) A person desmng to make a complaint under these Regulations
against a medical practitioner, an ophthalmic medical practitioner,

. a chemist or an .optician shall, within six weeks of the event which
gave fise 1o the complaint, give written notice to the Board stating
thv substance of the matter which he des1res to have investigated.

b A person desmng to make a complamt under these Regulations
against a dental practitioner shall, within six months of completion of
‘the treatment or within six weeks of the event which gave rise to the
complamt came to his notice, whichever is the. sooner, give written
notice to the Board stating the substancc of the matter wh1ch he d@sues.‘
to have investigated,
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(c) Notw1thstand1ng failire to give notice w1th1n the penods spe01ﬁed in
sub-paragraphs (g) and “(by hhe Services Coinmittee may investigate the.

" matter if it 1s satisfied that such’ fallure was occas1oned by illness or

other reasonable cause and— '

(i) in the case of a complalnt agamst 4" medical practitioner, an
ophthalmlc ‘medical pradtitioner, a chemist or an optician the com-
plaint is made within two months after the said. gvent, or

(i) in the case of a complaint against a dental practitioner the complaint

" is made within six months after the completion of the treatment or
_ within {wo months after the matter came to the complainant’s
notice, whichever is the sooher; or
(iii) the practitioner, chemist or optician as the.case may be consents
to the investigation taking place notw1thstand1ng the failure to-give
* fioticé in' time; or
(1v) the Board’s consént to the 1nvest1gat10n has been obtained.

(2) The Services Committee shall investigate any matters. (other than any
question arising under Regulations 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, or 23) referred to it
by the Ministry, the Board, or any committee of the Board duly authotised in
that _behalf by the ‘Boatd, re]atmg to the admlmstratmn of general medical
serv1ces, general dental ‘sérvices, pharmaceu’ucal services or general ‘eye

__services, whether or not any such matter has been ralsed on complaint under
the foregomg provxslons of thls Regulanon

(3) The 5erv1ces Commlttee shall perform such dutles in cofinection with
the ‘testing of diugs- and appliances. as may be imposed on it by the scheme
made af_o'r’that pu‘rpo’s”e ur_l’d'er R'egul’aitionu 26 of thie General Service Regulations.

P;ocedure of Servzces Commzttee

5.—(1) The Services. Commlttee shall permlt a party to an mVestlgatlon
to. be assisted: in the presenta’uon -of ‘his-case by some other person:.

Provided that- unléss ‘the complamt is referred to the Services Committee
by the Ministry, the’ Boatd ‘ot ‘any Committée of the Board' duly authorised
in that behalf by the Boa¥d, a person shall not be entitled in the capacity of
counsél, solicitor or paid advocate to conduct the "casé for .any party by
addressmg the Commlttee or cross-examlmng w1tnesses .

(2), The proceedmgs at the hearing Pefore the Services Committee shall be
_ pnvate and 'no person shall’ be’ adniitted to these proceedings except : —-

- @ the parties to-the mvesﬁgahon and the ‘persons, if. any, permltted to
appear for the purpose of assisting. it; .

(b) the secretary or other oﬂicer of the Local Medlcal Ophthalmlc Medlcal
Pharmaceutécal Dental -or Ophthalmlc Optlcal Commlttee, whlchever
is: concerne s

(c) persons whose attendance is reqmred for the purposeé of | g1v1ng evidence
~and who shall; iunless the Services ‘Committee “othérwise difect, be

exc(:iluded from the heanng except when they aré actua]ly glvmg ev1dence,
~and -

" (d) such -officers "of the Mlmstry or the Board as they may appomt for
the purpose. e - R VP R
(3) Schedule 1 shall apply with, respect to the 1nvest1garti_onf_ of ‘c‘om'plaints,
and to the procedure of the Services Committes,” ~ =" = =° o7 T




