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The Ministry of Health and Social Services in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by Sections 6, 7, 13, 14, 15 and 87 of the Health Services Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1971(a); ,and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf. 
hereby makes the following Regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. 'Ilhese RegUlations may be cited as the Health Services (Services 

Committee) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971 'and shall come into operation 
on the 19th October 1971. 

lnterpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations; 
"the Act" means the Health Services Act (Northern lTeland) 1971; 
"Board" means the Northern Ireland General Health Services Board; 
"chemist" means a person registered in tJhe Register of Pharmaceutical 

Chemists for Northern Ireland made out and maintained under Section 9 
of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland) In5(b); 

"dental officer" means a dental officer appointed by the Board; 
"dispensing optician" means a person or body corporate qualified as 

a dispensing optician in accordance with the Health Services (Supple­
mentary Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961(c); 

"drugs" includes in the case of persons receiving general medical services 
medicines, oxygen and any prescribed chemical reagents and in the 
case of persons receiving general dental services means such drugs and 
medicines as a'fe inCluded in a list for the time being approved by tJhe 
Ministry; 

"Drug Tariff" means the statement prepared by the Ministry under 
Regulation 28 of the General Service Regulations as·hereinafter defined 
specifying the prices and standards of drugs and appliances to be 
provided under those Regulations; 

"General Dental Regulations" means the Health Services (General Dental 
Services) Regulations (NO'fthern Ireland) 1964(d); 

"General Service Regulations" means the Health Services (General Medical 
and Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations (Northern: Ireland) 1956(e); 

"health centre" means premises at which facilities'are available for all or 
any of the purposes specified in Section 20 of the Act; 

"Local Medical Committee", "Local Dental Committee", "Local Pharma­
ceutical Committee", "Local Ophthalmic Medical Committee" and 
"Local Ophthalmic Optical Committee" mean the committees recog· 
nised by the Board under Section 6 'Of the Act; . 

"medical adviser" means a registered medical practitioner in the full-time 
employment of the Board; . 

"ophthalmic medical practitioner" means a medical practitioner having 
the qualifications prescribed by the Health Services (Supplementary 
Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961; 

"ophthalmic optician" means a person or body corporate qualified as an 
ophthalmic optician in accordance with the Health Services (Supple· 
mentary Eye Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1961; 

(a) 1971. c. 1 (N.I.). (d) S.N:. & O. (N.I.) 1964; No. 60; 
(b) 15 & 16 Geo. 5. c. 8 (N.!.). (e) S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1956, No. 150. 
(e) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1961, No. 123 
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"optician" means an ophthalmic optician or a dispensing' optician as the 
context may requite; 

"pr:actitioner" m~ans a registered medical practi"tioner, an ophthalmic' 
. medical practitioner or :;i registered dental practitioner; . 

"treatment" in rel~tion to general medical s~rVices has the same meaning 
as in the Generai 'Service Regulations and in relation to general dental 
services has the same meaning as in the General Dental Regulations; 

','the terms of service'.' means the terms of service for medical practitioners 
contained in Part I of the First Schedllle to the General Service Regula· 
tions, the terms of service for chemists contained in Part I of t..he 
Third Schedule to the General Service Regulations, the terms of service 

, for dental· practitionei'scontained in the First .sohedule to the General 
Dental Regulations, or the terms of service for ophthalmic medical 
practitioners, ophthalmic opticians and dispensing opticians contained 

, in the First Schedule to the Health Services (Supplerhentary Eye Serviees) 
. :Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1948Ef); as the case may be; 

"the Tribunal" Weans' the Tribunal constitiltedundet SoheduJ,e "3 ',to the 
Act' 

m The Regulations. shall also apply to any other person, firm or body 
corporate whose name is included in the pharmaceutical list for the purpose 
of supplying appliances only. 

Constitution oj Ser:viees Committee 
3~'-El) For the pur-poses of these Regulations the Board shall dTawu,p 

the follo'Ying panels' ·of persons:---.., 
'(i) a, panel of, medical praotitioners nominated 'by the Local Medical 

. 'Committees; . ' . ' 
(ii) a panel of ophthalmic medical praqtitione:tS nominated' by the Local 

Ophthalmic Medical Committee: 
" (iii) a .p~eI 0f ,dental practitioners nominated ' by the ;Local' Dental 

Committee; 
(iv) a panel of chemists nominated by the Local Pha'l'Illaceutical Committee: 
-(v) a ,panel-of opticians noiliinated by the Local Ophthalmic' Optical 

Committee; and ' 
(vi) ~ panel of lay per$ons appointed bY,the :Soard, being neither members 
"': . of thy Board nor officers 'Qf the Ministry. . 

,(2) Any complaint made by'a person against a' practitioner, chemist 01' 

optician in respect of an alleged failure· to comply with the terms of service 
shall be investigated by a committee (hereinafter referred to as the "Services 
Committee"); 

(3) The chairma:p.a1).d deputyohah'maIi ofthe.Services Committee shall ' 
beappoint~d by :the Boa,rd ,frqm their lay mem1?ers~ 

(4)" The terms ofoffic~., 6f the chairman and deputy chairman shall be 
fixed ?y, the 'Board. . 

(,S) 'T'he' members. of the Services COlll1l1ittee shall be appointed by the 
Boatdand shaIl'conslstof two'members drawn from the panel of lay persons, 
and: ';. : ' , 

'(a) ,where ·th<coriiJ>lailit is rp,a<1;e against ~ medical practitioner, two. 
, :inembers drawn 'froPl,1he panel of medical practitioners; , 

", • '. :_:: c ..' 

(f) S,R, &: O. (N.I.) '1948~ No. 166, .. __ ._------
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(b) where the complaint is made against an ophthalmic medical practitioner, 
I two members drawn from the panel of ophthalmic medical.practitioners; 

(6) where the complaint is made against a dental practitioner, two members 
drawn from the panel of dental practitioners; 

(d) where the complaint is made against a chemist, two members drawn 
from the panel of chemists; and 

(e) where the complaint is made against an optician, two members drawn 
from the panel of opticians: 

Provided that the members of the Services Committee shall so far as is 
praGticable be drawn from the area in whioh the practitioner, chemist or 
optician resides or practices. 

(6) If in the.opinion of the Service~ Committee any matter refer.red to it 
involves a question relating to a practitioner, chemist or optician whose 
profession is not represented on the Services Committee as constituted, the 
Committee shall inform the Board who shall proceed to reconstitute the Services 
Committee by adding two members drawn from the panel of representatives 
of the profession to which the practitioner, chemist or optician who appears 
to be involved, belongs. " 

(7) If in the opinion of <the chairman any member of the Services 
Committee is interested, or is partner, principal, assistant or manager to 
a practitioner, chemist Or optician who is interested, in a question refer.red to it; 
or if the 'practitioner, chemist or optician objects to any member qn arty 
personal or other reasonable ground specified. by . him, iliat member shaH 
take no part in the hearing and a member drawn from the same panel of 
persons shall be appointed by the Boar4 to act in his place.' 

(8) Where a case has bee~ opened before the Services Committee and 
the' hearing is adjourned for the purpose .of taking further evidence or of 
preparing or considering the report, a member of the Services Com~ittee 
who was not present at the hearing sha11 not be entitled to be present or take 
part in the proceedings at the adjourned hearing, and it shall not be necessary 
for the secretary to send him notice of such hearing . 

. (9) The deputy chairman if the chairman is: absent shall exercise and 
perform the powers and duties of the chairman, and shaH otherwise be entitled 
to be present at, and take .part in, the proceedings of the Services Committee, 
but shall not be entitled' to vote. . 

Investigations by Services Committee 
. 4.-(1) (a) A person desiring to make a complaint under these Regulations 

against a medical practitioner, an ophthalmic medical practitioner, 
a. chemist or an .optician shall; within six weeks of the event which 
gave rise to the complaint, give written notice to the Board stating 
the substance of the matter which he desires to have investigated. 

(b) A p~rson d~siring to make a complaint under these Regulations 
against a dental practitioner shall, within six months of completion of 
the trea~ment or within six weeks of .the event which gave rise to the 
complaint . ~ameto his. notice,. whichever is the. sooner, give written 
notice to the Board stating the substance of the matter which he desire~. 
to ha.ve investigated. .' < v 
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(c) Notw~tl,1stan~ng failur~ to 'give notice ~ithiil the p~ribds' specl!ied in 
'sub-paragraphs (a) and '(by the Services Committee may investigate the, 

. matter if it is satisfied that such' failure was occasioned by illness or 
other reasona:ble cause and- ' ' ' 
(i) in the' cas~ '01 ' a 'coll1plaint ag~ii1st 4' i1ledical practitio~er, an 

. ()phthalmi~'m~dical practitioner, a chemist or an optician the com. .. 
plaint is made within two months ~fter the sajd, event, or ' 

(ii) in the ~::t~e of a complaillt against a delltal practitioller the cOJ;nplaint 
" is tIiaeJe w~thin siX: montihs after the completion of the treatment or 
. within two mpntll,s aJter tl1,e !:ha:tter came to thecQmplainant's 

, : notice: whichever' is the sooner: or ' " 
(iii) the, praotitioner, chemist or optician as the, case may 'be consents 

to the investigation taking place notwithstanding the failure ~ogive 
notice in time, , or '! . , 

(i'V) the Bo:ard's consent to the iIIVest1g~ti91l'l,1.as been' obtained. 
~ . . 

(2) The Services Committee shall investigate any ll1a:tters (other than a:ny 
question arising under Regulations 16, 17, 18, 19,20, 22, or 23) referrel;l to it 
by the Ministry, the ;Soard" or any cOll1ll).ittee of th(;l ,Bo'ard duly authorised in 
that. beha.lf ;by the' Boatd', relating to the admihlstration of gene:ral medical 
servic'di, general dentalsery'i~es, pha11I1aeeupcalserviees or ge11-eral 'eye 

-services, whether or not any 'such. ~li.tter h'as been' raised on complaint under 
the 'foregoing provisions of this Regulation. ", ' 

: . . -, : ' ~ . :':;,' . ~ 

" (3) 'lihe 'ServiCes Committee Shall perform suCh duties in cdiihection with 
the'testing of drugs, ;and appliances as m:a:y be imposed oil it by the scheme 
made.forthat purpose under Reglillitioh"26 of tlieGeneral Service Regulations. 

,t: ~.: . ,,' , . . . . .': """ :' ',: : ,~ 

Procedure ,of Servi(:esCom:m,itt(3e" " ' 
, 5.~(1)· The Services, Committee shall permit,a party to an inVestigation 

to ;beassisted in the pr~l!ent.ationof'h.isca.se by !lome 9ther person: 

Pr:ovided that unless-the ~o'mplaint is tef~tr~d' to 'th~·S,ervi9.es Committee 
1:lYthe Ministry, 'the" :Boar\lor 'any' Committee of the Board'duly a-qfuorised 
in 'th:it behaif by (he '!30a,td~ !!: pe,rso~ :s1J.all. not 1;;e, entit1e~. in the. c~p~city of 
C'ounseI, sOJiCitOT, or .paidadvoc~te to c,onquct the. 'case for :any P:;lrty by 
addressing the Committee or ci'¢:ss-¢xamining witnesses., . 

(2), The proceedings at th~ heating ,before the Services COl111l1ittee shall be 
ptivate and no person shallbe-a,dmitted tq these proceedings except:~· 

" (a) the parties to, the inv.estigaitio~ ~nd the ,persons, if any, permitted to 
appear for the purpose of asslsrtmg it; , '; . 

(b) ,the secretary ,or other officer 9£ the Local Medical~ Ophthalmic Medical, 
_ . , '~harmaCeuticaI, Dental or OPhthalmic Optical Committee, whichever 

IS; concerned; 
(c) persons whose ,attenaance is:req~r¢d fot the purpose of giVipg evidence 
. ' 'and who shall;;unless the &rvicesCommittee:otherivise' direct be 

excluded from the hearing except When they are actually givirlg evid~nce; 
and . ,., . . -' .,'. . " ';' 

(d} such QfficersOf the ~inisity :\>r the :Board 'as they, may ~pPQint for 
'the purpose' . , . " ."",." 

• ~.:; ..• '. ,,!.~. ,'~. ;"':;>~",:, .• I"_ .... ~.~ .. f .. 

, ,,(3) Schedule 1 shan· apply wit~_ resp~ct to thy irtvestigation', ot' complaints 
and to the, procedure 'of -tlie Services C6mttee',': '," " ': ',' ~,' ,,' . .' 


