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SOCIAL SERVICES 
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No. 224 

[C] 

ORDERWCOUNctL*, DATED 16TH JULY 1971. MADE UNDER THE SOCIAL SERVICES 
(PARITY) ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1971. . -

By THE' GOvERNOR IN TH~ PRIVY COUNCiL OF NORTfIERN IRELAND 

GREY OF NAUNTON 

WHEREAS by section 1 of the Social Services (PaTity) Act (Nortthern Ireland) 
1971(a) it is provided that. ~here both Houses of Parliament have passed 
resolutions resolving that a change corresponding to any ohange in the law of 
Great Britain relating to certain social services should be made in the law of 
Northern Ireland, the Governor of Northern Ireland may by.Order in Council 
make pa:ovision for the purpOses of securing that there are made in the law 
of NOTthern Ireland sucb, changes as appear- necessary or expedient to give 
effect to those resolution$; . 

AND WHEREAS by .the National Insurance Act f971(b) the Pa:rliament of the 
United Kingdqm has enacted provisions ameI).ding the National Insurance 
A.cts 196~.·to 1970, the NationalIilS'\ll'anCe (Ingustrial Injuries) Acts 1965 to 
19.69 and the Indllstrial InjuriesandJ)iseases (Old Cases) Acts 1967 and 1969 
as'to contributions' and benefits.; made proVIsion for invalidity.benefit fol[' the 
chronic siCk and for a retirement pension anq age addition for certainpei'sons 
over the age of eighty; made new provision iI). relation to polygamous marriages 
for the purposes of any of those Acts or of the Family Allowances Act 1965(c) 
and made provision fQ!r connected purposes:. 

AND Wi:lEREAS on 29th June 1971 it was resolved by the Senate that changes, 
with such modifications as are necessary OT expedient, cQ!rresponding to the 
changes to be made in the law of Great Britain by,the aforesaid Act should be 
made by Order in Council in the law of Northern Ireland and on 1st July 
1971 the House of 'Commons passed a resolution to the like effect: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RALI:H FRANCIS ALNWICK,'BARON GREY OF NAUNTON, 
Knight Grand Cross of the MO$t Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saiilt George, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Officer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, Governor of Northern Ireland. 
by virtue of the powers <::onferred on me by the .said Social Services (parity) 
Act, and in pursuance of the said resolutions, by and with the advice of the 
Privy COllncil of Northern Ireland, do hereby order as follows: 

(a) 1971. c. 21 (N.I.). 
(b) 1971. c. SO • 

(c) 1965. c .. 53. 

. *This Orderwas approved by a r~solution Of the House of Commons on 13th October 
1971, and by a resolution of the Senate on 19th October 1971. 
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NATIONAL INSURANCE 

R{!vision of contributions under Insurance Act 
. 1.-(1) In the Insurance Act(d)- for the provisions of Schedule 1 (weekly 

rate of contributions under that Act) there shall be substituted the provisions 
set out in Schedule 1 to tihis Order (being provisions revising the rates or 
contributions). . 

(2) In section 4(1)(c) of the Insurance Act (aggregate amount of graduated 
contributions) for' the proportion"3! pet cent." (aggregate contribution 
payabI~ in respect of any amount, up to £12, by whioh a person's weekly 
remuneration exceeds £18) there shall be suib&ti~ted the proportion "4·35 per 
cent." and for the sum of £12 there shall be sUlbstituted the sum of £24. 

(3) In section .10 of the Ins"\lrance Act.(exception from liability for, . and. 
«rediting of, contributiolls)-

(a) in subsection (l)(a)(iii) (regulat1ons may except persons whose ·annual 
income does not exceed £312 or such higher amount as may be 
prescriibed) for the sum of £312 there shl).U pe substituted. the sum 
of £468; and ' . 

(b) in subsection (2) (persons excepted under 8uibsection (l)(a)(iii) to be 
credited 'with contributions only for the purposes of entitlement to 
unemploymen.t bene;fit and sickness benefit) for the words "by virtue 
of subsection (l)(a)(iiiF there shall be substituted the words "by virtue 
only of. sub-paragraph (iii) (aM no other' sub-paragraph) of sub-
section (1)(a)";' ' 

and the like substitution as is specified .in sulb-paragraph (a) shall be made in 
any regulations made under the ,said subsection (1)(a)(iii) which are. in force 
at the commencement of this paragraph. ' 

.' (4) The contributions' to 'be paid under the rn~urance Act out of money 
provided by Parliament may include, in addition to the Exohequer supple-
ments,-' . . . . 

(a) in respect of the financial year 1971-72, the sum of £'1'4 million; 
(b) in respect ·of the' financial year 1972~73, the sum 'Of £1·4 million; and 

. (c) itf'respdct of ea~~ su'bsequenf 'financi~l year the sum of £2'4 million; 

and those contributions maybe paid in such manner and at such times as 
the Ministry of Finance may determine. 

Revision of benefits,under Insurance Act 
2.-(1) For the provisions ofSohedule 3 to· :the Insurance Act (rates of 

benefit) there shall be substituted the provisions set out in Schedule 2 to> this 
Order ~being provisions giving effect to increases in the rates of benefit and to 
the following provisi.ons of this Order). 

(2) For section 29(7) .of the Insurance Act there shall be sll'b&tituted­
"(7) Subject to any regulati.ons under section 43(a), where the 'earnings 

.of a benefioiary, who is' less than five: years over pensionable age have 
. exceeded· £9·50 for· the .calendar week ending last before any week for 

which he is entitled to a retirement pension, the weekly rate of his pension 
shall for the last-mention~ week b~ reduce<;l:-:-

(d) 1966. ·c.6 (N.I.). 
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(a) where the excess is less than £2'00 .. by 5 new pence for each com­
plete 10 new pence of the' excess, and 

(b) where the excess is not less than £2'00, by 5 new pence for each 
cOn:iplet~ 10 new . pence of the excess up to £2·QOand 1;>y 5 new 
pence for each .complete 5 new pence of any further excess; 

but this s.ubsection shall not affect the rate of the pension for the first week 
'after the date of the beneficiary's retirement." 

(3} In seotion 30(1) of 'the Inllurance Act (increase of 5 new 'pence in 
a person's retirement pension in respect of every nine contributions paid by 
him aLter attaining pensionable age) for the words "by 5 new pence" there 
shall be substituted the word$ '~by 6 new pence", and in paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of section 33(1) of that Act (retirement pension of the wife Qr widow of such 
a person to be increased by 21- new pence fot every nine contributions) for the 
words "21- new pence", in each place where they occur, tlhere shall be 
substituted the words "3 new pence". 

Invalidity benefit for chronic sick 
3.-(1) Subject to the following ,provisions of this Article where, in respect 

of any period of interruption of' employment, ,a person has been· entitled to 
siCkness benefit for 16~' days, then--

(a) he shall cease to be entitled to that benefit for any subsequent day 
of incapacity f()f. work falling within that .period; and 

(b) unless he is over pensionable age and has retired fforti regular employ­
ment, he shaJl be _ entitled to an invalidity pension for any day of 
incapacity for_work in, th~t " period' for which, by virtue of sub­
paragraph (0), he is not entitl~d to sickness benefit; 

and any day in the first three days, of a period of interruption of employment 
which was a day of incapaoity for. work bUlt,for .which the personconcefl1,ed 
was not entitled to sickness benefit shall be treated for t<he purposes of this 
paragraph, as a ~ay on which he ~as so entitled. . 

(2) Paragraph (1) sh.all not apply in relation to any <;lay of incapacity for 
wor.k: (beginp.ing after the expiry of the ~68 days referred to. in that paragraph) 
if the person cOncerned has paid, in respeot of the period between his entry 
into insurance and that day; less than 156 contriblJtions of the appropriate 
class, and accordingly, subject to the 'P!fov,isions' of the Insurance Act, that 
person shall continue to be entitled to sickness benefit for that day. 

. (3) Subject to paragrap4 (4), invalidity pension :shall be payable at the 
we¢kly .rate ,speCified' in ielationthereto in Part: I" of Schedule 3 to the 
Insurance Act.· . . 

(4) if a person claiming invalidity pension for any day-
(a) is over'pensionable .age but' has not retired from 'regular emplbyment: 

and 
(b) would0fl tl.!atday·be entitled to a retirement pensiop. if·he·had retired 

fromregplar employment on attaining pensionable age and ma!le the 
n~ces!lary claiin;' " 0' 

the invalidity pension shall be payable at the weekly rate at which, disregarding 
any increase .by virtue of any provision C;f the Insurance Act {but having regard 
to paragraph '-(6», the' retirement penslOn would have bee~:payil:b~e ... 
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(5) 'If a peqon"js more ·th~nfive years below pensionable age on the 
qualifying date in any period of interruption of employment then, in respect 
of every day of that period in respect of wh,ioh he is entitled to an invalidity 
pension, he shall also qe entitled to an invalidity allowance at the weekly rate 
specified in. relat<ion thereto in Part I of Schedule 3 to the Insurance Act: 
and fOt the put·poses of invalidity allowance, "the qualifying date", in relation 
to a pemod of interruptiion ·of employment, means the 'firstday in that period . 
(whether before the making of this Order or later) wihich is. a day of incapacity 
for work or such eadier day as may be presc:ribed. 

(6) Subjeot to paragraph (7), if a person is entitled to invalidity q.IIowance 
In 'l."eSpect of~ 
.. (a) any day falling within the period of 13 weeks ending, immediately 

before the day on which he 'attains pensionable age, or 
(b) the last day before the beginning of that period, 

the weekly rare of the retirement pension paJa!ble to him shall be increased by 
an ,amount equal to the weekly rate of the invalidity allowance to which he was 
entitled on that day. ' 

'(7) Paragmph (6) shall not apply to the refii.rement pension payable to 
a woman by virtue of her husband's insurance except in a case where, apart 
.from an election under seetioh32 of the Insurance Act; she would have been 
entitled to a retirement pension by virtue of her own insurance, 

(8) In a case where ~ection 18(3) of the Insurance Act 'applies (rate of 
unemploy~~nt an~ sickness benefit for per-&ons over pensiona!pleage limited 
to ,amount of potential retirement pension) an increase in a retirement pension 
by virt'1!eof parag11aph (6) (unlike increases by virtue of oth~r provisions) 
shall be taken into account for the purpose of determining the weekly rate 
of sickness benefit. . 

'(9t'Iihe amount payable by way of benefit under thi~ Article for anY day 
of incapa~ty for work shall be one-sixth of the appropriate weekly rate. 

Increase of retirement pension 01' il1wtlidity pension for adult dependants 
4. After section 42' of. the Insurance Act tihere shall be inserted the 

foHowing section-

. '~4~A.~1) Subject to the provisions of thi~ section, the 'weekly rate 
.of it. r~tiremep.t ,pension, -Qt· invalidity pension shaH be. ip.creased by the 
amount respectivelY. specifieq inre}atio'n tq the benefit Jnque~tion in 
column 5 of P~rt IT of S9liedule 3-

'(a) for any ,pe:rlQd during which the beneficjary is residing with his 
wjfe;or, . . 

(b) for any period during whic:;h the beneficiary is contributing to the 
.' madntenance of his. W,iife l}t a weeldy rate of not less tha,n the said 

, i(~inouiit, ahd' hi'S wife 'is not engaged in any gairifl,Il 'occupation or 
occupations from which her weekly earnings exceed that amount. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), wh~e .the beneficiq.ry is residing with his 
wife" ~nd the .earnilJ.gs of his wife {or.· tihe, calen<,lar. weelb ending .Ja~tbefore 

'aliy week t<>t whic1).l1e is entitled to benefit under this ~ection exceeded 
£9'50, .. the weekly rate. Qf benefit. und.er this section shaH for the last-
mentioned week be reduced-,' , " . .. . . . 

. (a)' where' tihe : exces~, i~ ,less than' £2,00,' by 5 new pence for each 
complete 10 new.~pen,ce!of :the eXcess, and 
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(b) where the excess is not less. than, £2'00. by 5new p~nce for each 
complete 10 new. pence of the excess up to £2'00 and by 5 new pence 

. for ~ach cotnplete 5 new pence of any further excess. 

(3) If regulations under section 43(a) make any alte;ration. or further 
aIterart:ion, in section 29(7) (which provides for a reduction in respect of 
earnings comparable to the reduction UJ;:lder sUibsection (2) of this section), 
those regulations shall make a correspon<iing alteration. or further altera· 
tion, in the reduction to be made under subsection (2). 

(4) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the weekly rate 
of a retirement pension or invalidity pension shall be increaSed by the 
amount specified as aforesaid for any period during which some female 
person (not being a child) has the care of a child or children. of the 
beneficiary's family, or ·ofa ohild or ohildren treated;ls sl1ch for the 

. purposes of .section 39. 

(5) Subsection (4) shall not apply if the beneficiary-
(a) is a man whOse wife is entitled to a retir{(ment pension by virtue 

of his ins1lJl)ance, or " 
(b) is a wom;;m entitled to th~ pension by ·virtue of her husband's 

insurance, 
or in such other cases l:\.S may be prescribed .. 

(6) Regulations may, in a case within subsection (4) in which the 
female person is residing with the beneficiary, and fulfils such further 
conditions as may be prescribed, authorise an increase of benefit under 
this section; but subject to a re4uction in· respect of t)be female person;s 

.. earnings, other than suoh of her earnings from employment by the 
beneficiary as m;ly be prescribed, comparable to the reduction under sul;>­
section (2). 

(7) -Subject to sUibsection(8), the weekly rate.of invalidity pensi6nshall 
be increased by the. amount specified as aforesaid-

(a) for 'any period during whIch the beneficiary's husband is incapable 
of self-sUipport and either they are residing togethell.' or she is 
cQntributing to his m.aintenance at a weekly rate not less th;ln thr 
amount so· specified, or 

(b) for any period during whiclh the beneficiary has residing with him 
and is . wholly Oil.' mainly 'm~i:p:tai~ng any suoh relative M may be 
prescribed; pe.ing a relatiye~ in rell:lttion to wnom such further 

. conditions as may be prescrib~daJ:e fpHin~;: .' .; :' 
. In 1Jhis subsection the expression, ':relative" does not inclpde any petson 

who is a ohild,but inCludes a person who isa' relative. by marriage or 
adoption ,and a. perso~ ,who would be a relative if some' pe.rson born 
illegitimate' had been born 'legitimate; . '. '.' 

. (8). Where ~ :pers~n i~' €fbtltleq to' invalidity' pen~ion l:\.t a weekly rate 
det¢nnined .under . Article. 3(4} of the Social Services (Parity) Order 
(Northern Irehmd) 1971~ 

"'(a) sub~ectiOn:{7) ~haU hOt apply, and . 
'(b) if the beiiefici~ry'woul<l' have .been entitied.~· .only by virtue of 

section 44 tQthf( retirement pension by refeJ;ence to Whioh the weekly 
rate of the invalidity pension is :d~le.tmj:Q.e4,,·,the amount··of any 
increase under this section of that 'weekly 'raJteshall'be that which 
would have been: llipplicable 'by viftu~ of section' 44 in the case of 
suoh an increase of the :weekly ral\:e Of that pension. . . 


