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REGULATIONS, DATED 4TH JANUARY 1971, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTIONS 40, 97, 108 AND 118 OF THE JUDGMENTS (ENFORCE­
MENT) ACT (NQRTHERN IRELAND) 1969. ' 

c. The Ministry of Home Affairs, with the concurrence of the Ministry of 
Fin~ce, in ¥xercise of the powers conferred on it by sections 40, 97, 108 and 
118,6f the Judgments (Enforcement) Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(a) and all 
other powers thereunto enabling hereby makes the following Regulations:-

'Citation and commencement 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Judgment Enforcement 
(General) Regv.lations (l."torthem Ireland) 1971 and shall come into force on 
15th February 1971. 

Interpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations-
"the Act" means the Judgments (Enforcement) Act (Northern Ireland) 

1969; 
"the applicant" means a person entitled to enforce a judgment and includes 

, a creditor; 
"designated officer" has the meaning ascribed to it by section 5(1) of the 

Act; 
"Judgment Enforcement Rules" means the Judgment Enforcement Rules 

1971(b); 
"the Master" does not include a designated officer other than the person 

appointed to be the master's deputy under section 5(2} of the Act; 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Home Affairs; , 
"the Office" means the Enforcement of Judgments Office; 
"the registration officer" means the officer appointed from time to time to 

keep the register of judgments under section 97 of the Act; 
"the respondent" means a person against whom a judgment is enforceabJe 

under the Act and includes a debtor. 

(2) Reference in these Regulations to a Form by number is to the Form as 
numbered ill the Schedule. 

Times of opening of Office 
3. 'The Office shall be open. to the public between the hours of 10 a.m. to 

4.30 p,m. on all days of the year except~ , 

(a) 1969. c. 30 (N.!.). 
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(b) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1971, No.5. ' 
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(a) Saturdays and .Sundays; 
(b) St. Patrick's Day, Good Friday, the Monday and Tuesday of Easter 

Week, the 12th and 13th days of July; Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
the day next following Boxing Day; 

(c) days appointed for public thanksgiving or m01}rning or as public or 
bank holidays under the Bank Holidays Act 1871, the Holidays 
Extension Act ·1875' or any Act for the time being in force relating 
to such days. 

Deputy Chief Enforcement Officer 
4. In the event of sickness or absence of the Chief Enforcement Officer, the 

Ministry may, after consultation with the Maste.!, authorise another member 
of the Office to perform the functions of that officer to the extent specifically 
authorised and references in these Regulations to the Chief Enforcement Officer 
shall be construed accordinglY: . 

Practice directions, returns, etc. 
5. The Master may-
(a) from time to time issue practicedirectiofis~ 

(i) as to matters concerning the practice to be adopted by partie~ an9 
others upon applications to the Office; . '. . ," 

(ii) for any other purpose relating to the co-ordmation of thedl,lties,pf 
the designated officers with the functions of the' Office; , I 

(b) require the Chief Enforcement Officer to make returns ind reports f~r 
the purpose of enabling the Master to exercise the funqtions of· the 
Office for which the Master is responsible~ 

Appointment and discharge of valuers and auctioneers 
6.-(1) The Chief Enforcement Officer shall, after consultation with the 

Master and with the approval of the Ministry, appoint a panel or pimds of 
qualified valuers and auctioneers for the purpose of the valuation and sale of 
property seized uJ;?der the Act. 

(2) Such v!:\luers .and auctioneers m~y be-:-", 
(a) discharged from the panel anheir own request or upon the direction 

of the Ministry; '. ..' ' 
(b) required to give security to such amount and in such manner whether 

by deposit or guarantee, as may' be fixed by the Mitristry of Finance 
for the purpose' of secl,lring the due performance of their duties under 
the Act and these Regulations:, . 

Accounts 
:7.-(1) The Chief ':Enforcement Offic~i- sh~Ii l\eep. such ,accounts as the 

" Ministry, with the approval of, the Ministry of Finance, may direct" including 
accounts for the purpose of showing the amounts-

. (a) received by or on beha:lf of the OffiCe as enforcement fees; ,', 
(b) received by way of proceeds of enforcement (in~luding ~0riey paid' ib, 

avoid enforcement);.,. .' . ",' 
(c) paid out to applicants. , . 

(2) A separate account shall be kept under its- allotted serial number' of 
, every :applic1\,tion ill'which 'money' becomes' du,cf"from '0): is 'paj.d"wto or 
recovered 'by the Office fot'the credit of the applicant or ·the respondent: ' 
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~~~ , 
, (a) receipt of the amount.re.coverl:i!ble on foot of the judgment; or 

(b) the withdrawal of ail a.pplication for enforcement; or . 
(c) the grant of a certificate of unenforceability; or 
(d) receipt of notice ofa bankruptcy petition filed by or against the 

respondent or of the respondent's adjudication in bankruptcy; or 
(e) receipt of notice of the filing of a petition of arrangement by the 

respondent; or 
(f) receipt of notice of presentation of a pet~tion for the winding :up of 

a debtor company or the calling of a meeting at which'a resolution for 
the voluntary wiilding up of such a company is to be proposed; ot 

(g) the failure of a creditor to comply with a notice given under Rule 69(3) 
of the Judgment Eru;orcement Rules, 

the Chief Enforcement Officer shall r<;!nder to the applicant an account of 
amounts so fat paid into or recovered by the Office (if any). . 

(4) At the end 0f each financial year any amount then outstanding itj. any 
account kept inresp<;!ct of ,an application for enforcement shall be carried 
forward as 'a separate entry in that account for the next financial year. 

Lodgment, etc., of money received by the Office .. 
8.-{l) Money paid to the Office und<;!r Rule 85(2) of the Judgment Enforce­

ment Rules and which would otherwise be payable to. someone outside the 
SCheduled Territories within the meaning of those R~les shall be paid into the 
High Court or, where the judgment in connection with which the application 
for enforcement was .made was that of a county court or a :p:J.agistrates' court, 
into the appropriate county court. . 

(2) The . Chief Enforcement Officer. shall notify the creditor ·of that 
paymellt. 

(3) Any' bther moneys paid into or recovered by the Office shall for safe 
custody be lodged at a bank in accordance witll such direttiop.s a!> ma,y be 
given by <t:he Ministry. 

(4) Any person other than the Chief Enforcement Officer or an enforcement 
, officer who lodges money to the credit of the Office shall first obtain from him 
an· .authority for .~mch 10dgm~nt in Form 1 and return the counter­
·foil duly receipted by the bank to the Chief Enforcement OffiCer; 

PART II 

8UPPLEMEN'EAL PROVISIONS AS TO PROCEDURE 
'. . ON: ApPLICATIONS.FOR ENFORCEMENT 

Service of 'custody warrant 
9.-(1} An enforcement officer shall serve a custody warrant in accordance 

with paragraph (2); 

(2) A custodywa;rrant maY,be served by serving a copy thereof in the 
following manner:-,:," : . . ,.... ..', . '. . . 

Ca) ·hy~deIiy~ring.it to'the<4ebtor personally; or' . 
.• (b) by leaVing it· at 'the' debtor;s residence OT place of business with the 

wife or husband of the debtor, or 'with some relative of the debtor ot of 
the husband or wife of the debtor or with >an employee of the debtor, 
the rel~tive or employee being apparently over the age of sixteen 

"years;'" . 
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(c) on a debtor corporation-
(i) which is a company within the' meaning of section 399(1) ,of the 

Companies Act (Northern Ireland) 1960, by leaving it at the 
re.gistered office of the company; 

(li) which is a OOtilpany to which Part X of the said Act of .1960 applies, 
by leaving it at the address delivered to the registrar of companies , 
under the provisions of that Part as that of a person authorised to 
accept service of ,a process; 

(iii) otherwise to be served, by leaving it at any place of business 
. ,established by it in Norothem Ireland; 

(d) on an unincorporated body, by serving it on a member or by leaving it 
with any person apparently having control or management of any place 
of business or. the office of the body; 

(e) where service cannot be effected in accordance with sub-paragraphs (a) 
to (d) in such other manner as a designated officer shall direct. 

(3) Each enforcement. o:ffic:er shall endorse on. the original ' warrant 
particlllars of the date on whioh and the manner in which he served the warrant 
and, where appropriate, the name or a brief description of the person to whom ' 
the warrant was delivered. 

Duties of enforcement officer on service of warrant 
10-(1) A custody warrant shall be W Form 2. 

(2) An enforcement officer shall upon Iletvice of the warrant or as soon as 
practicable thereafteT: -' . 

(a) take a brief inventory of the goods other than those exe~pted by or 
from tlte warrant; 

(b) .require the debtorto give him detailed information asto his means or, 
where the debtor is a company, any Qirector, officer or llervant of the 
company detailed itiformation as to its assets, and liabilities., 

(3) For the, purpose of recording such information in writing the enfo,tce­
ment officer shall forthwith interview or, where necessary, for that purpose 
seek to make an appointment to interview the debtor or other person referred 
t6 in paragraph (2)(b), 

(4) The information given by the respondent or persoriinte'rViewed shall 
be recorded in such Form as may from time to time be approved by the Ministry 
and the Master. . 

(5) The enforcement officer shall certify the Form as a correct record of 
the answers given by the debtor or any person interViewed as to the assets or ' 
liabilities ofa debtor company and Rule 24 of the Judgment Enforcement Rules , I' 

(which provides that where a debtor informs such an officer that he is willing to 
pay tl:le amount recoverable on foot of the judgment by instalments, the officer 
mU,st endorse the terms of the offer on his report and obtain the debtor's 
signature thereto) shall be drawn to hjs attention. 

(6) A debtor or creditor may upon application to the Officeand' payment 
of the fee prescribed ~y the ludgment Enforcement (Fees) Regulation 
(Northe).li Ireland) 1970(c) bespeak a GOpy of the report made in accor<li;mce 
with this Regulation. . 

(7) The written authorisationdf a designated officer under section 44 of 
the Act shall be in ,Form 3. 

(d S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1970, 'No. 349. 
(, 
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(8) The provisions of this Regulation shall have effect subject to any practice 
direction of the Master under Regulation 5. 

Valuation of goods deemed to be in custody under custody warrant 
11. Where the Chief Enforcement Officer considers it e~pedient to do so 

he may, before any order of seizure is made bya designated officer, upon 
consideration of the report of an enforcement officer and the inventory of the 
respondent's goods or any of them (including any which are the subject of 
a notice under Rule 28 of the Judgment Enforcement Rules or a claim under 
section 43 of the Act) oause the respondent's goods or any of them and, where 
section 33(d) applies those of the debtor's spouse, to be valued. 

Copy of order of seizure and notice of sale to be served on respondent at time 
of seizure 
12.-(1) A copy of the order of seizure or written authorisation under 

section 44 and a notice in Form 4 or Form 5, as the case may be, warning 
him that the goods seized may be sold shall be served upon the 4ebtor by 
an enforcement officer executing an order or authorisation. 

(2) Notice of the order of seizure referred to in section 36(a)(ii) of the 
Act (notice to person on land on which respondent's goods situated) shall be 
in Form 6. 

(3) The written authorisation by the Chief Enforcement Officer or a senior 
enforcement officer referred to in section 38 of the Act (authority to use force 
for entry during continuance of order of seizure on premises occupied by 
respondent or spouse or dependants for certain purposes) shall be in Form 7. 

(4) Service o~ the documents referred to in paragraph (1) may be effected 
in the same manner as a custody warrant may be served under Regulati9n 9. 

Removal and storage of property s(dzed under an order of seizure or an 
authorisation 
13. Property seized under an ·order of seizure or an authorisation by a 

designated officer given under section 44 of the Act shall be 'femoved for sale 
or, if necessary, to a place of safety as soon as possible after execution of the 
order or of the authorisation or, where notice of an order of seizure is required 
to be given under section 36 of the Act, after five days have expired from the 
day on which notice is served. 

Sale of goods seized 
14.-(1) Perishable goods seized may be sold forthwith. 

(2) Goods seized shan, subject to Regulation 11, be valued as soon as 
practicable after the execution of the order of seizure or of the authorisation 
under section 44 of the Act and in any event not later than five days after 
seizure or, in exceptional circumstances, within such longer period as may 
be determined by the Chief Enforcement Officer. 

(3) Such valuation shall be in writing and sent to the Chief Enforcement 
Officer under confidential cover. 

(4) SubjeCt to this Regulation, suoh goods shall be sold, not less than 
. seven days· after the prospective sale has been publicly advertised, by public 
auction to the highest bidder and at not less than the. amount at which they 
have been valueq. 


