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1970. No. 346 [C]
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Equivalents for dealings with drugs -

REGULATIONS, DATED 31sT DECEMBER 1970, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES AcT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1967.

The Ministry of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by Section 4(8) of the Weights and Measures Act (Northern
Ireland) 1967(a) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby
makes the following regulations—

Citation and commencement

1. These regulations may be cited as the Weights and Measures (Equiva-
lents for dealings with drugs) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1970 and shall
come into operation on 1st January 1971.

Interpretation
2.—(1) In these regulatlons———
“animal” includes any bird, fish or reptile;
“medicated feed supplement” means a dilution of a drug or drugs in a
diluent for mixing with animal feeding stuffs;
“ingredient” means a drug which is one constituent of a preparation
which is itself a drug;,

“mixture” means any liquid preparation intended for administration by
mouth which consists of oné or more drugs dissolved or suspended in
an agueous or other appropriate vehicle, but does not 1nc1ude an elixir,
emulsion, linctus or syrup;

“total quantity” means the total quantity of a drug or of a preparation
which is itself a drug other than an ingrédient;

“veterinary drug” means a drug ordered, sold or supplied for administra-
tion to an animal;

“veterinary prescription” means a prescription for a drug intended for
administration to an animal.

(2) In these regulations a reference to a National Formulary shall be a
reference to any edition of a formulary issued under the name of the National
Formulary, the National War Formulary or the National (War) Formulary
or to any edition issued prior to 1968 of the British National Formulary.

Exclusion from the regulations -of drugs in animal feeding stuffs

3. These regulations shall not apply to dealings in drugs which are medi-
cated feed supplements or which are contained in animal feeding stuffs.

Equivalents for weights and volumes of ingredients

4.—(1) The provisions of this regulation shall apply subject to the pro-
visions of regulations 6, 7 and 8.

(a) 1967. c.\ 6 (N.I).
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(2) Any unit of measurement mentioned in column 2 of Tables 1 and 2
of the Schedule shall be treated for the purpose of any dealing with quantities
of ingredients as the equivalent of the unit set opposite thereto in column 1
of the relevant Table; and for any fraction of one grain not specifically men-
tioned in column 1 of the said Table 1, the equivalent for such purpose shall
be treated as the corresponding fraction of the equivalent of one grain set out
in column 2 of that Table.

(3) 28 millilitres shall be treated for the purpose of any dealing with
quantities of ingredients of drugs other than veterinary drugs, and 25 milli-
litres shall be treated for the purpose of any dealing with quantities of in-
gredients of veterinary drugs, as the equivalent of any quantity of not less
than 451 and not more than 480 minims.

(4) 30 grammes shall be treated as the equivalent of one ounce
(avoirdupois or apothecaries’), and 25 millilitres shall be treated as the
equivalent of one fluid ounce for the purpose of any. dealing with ‘quantities of
ingredients of veterinary drugs and where any quantity of such ingredient is
expressed in terms of a number of ounces or fluid ounces, the equivalent for
that purpose shall be 30 grammes or 25 millilitres, as the case may be, multi-
plied by that number.

Equivalents for weights and volumes of total quantities
5.~(1) The provisions of this regulation shall apply subject to the pro-
visions of regulations 6, 7 and 8.

(2) Any unit of measurement mentioned in column 2 of Tables 3 and 4 of
the Schedule shall be treated for the purpose of any dealing with total quanti-
ties of drugs as the equivalent of the unit set opposite thereto in column 1 of
the relevant Table.

(3) Where any quantity of drugs, expressed in terms of one or more of the
units mentioned in column 1 of Tables 3 and 4 of the Schedule is greater than
one pound or one pint, the equivalent for the purpose of any dealing with total
quantities of drugs shall be treated as the corresponding multiple of the
equivalent of one pound or one pint, as the case may be, specified in column
2 of the relevant Table together with the equivalent so specified of any residue
of less than a pound or a pint respectively; and in this paragraph “correspond -
ing multlple in relation to a quantlty of pounds or pints, means the number
of times that quantity will divide into units of one pound or one pint, as the
case may be.

Equivalents for weights and volumes prescribed by referring to specified
monographs

6. Where a prescription for any drug—

(a) refers (whether by the use of the monograph name or otherwise) to a
monograph in any -edition issued prior to 1968 of the British
Pharmaceutical Codex or in a National Formulary and such mono-
graph contains a formulation for the drug expressed in imperial units,
and

(b) a formulation for the drug expressed in metric units is contained in
the Compendium of Past Formulae 1933 to 1966 issued by the
National Pharmaceutical Union in Décember 1969,

then, for the purpose of dispensing the prescription, the metric equivalent of
those imperial units shall be treated as that set out in that compendium
instead of the metric equivalent ascertained in accgrdance with regulations
4 and 3,
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Equivalents for doses of liquids .

7—(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3) where a prescription for any
drug states the quantity of each dose in terms of fluid drachms, the equivalent
of each fluid drachm shall for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be
treated as 5 millilitres.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (4), where a prescription other than
4 veterinary prescription is for a drug which is a mixture and—

(@) a formulation for such drug with a dose of one half of one fluid ounce

. is contained in any edition issued prior to 1968 of the British

Pharmacopoeia or of the British Pharmaceutical Codex or in a National
Formulary; or

(b) a formulation for such drug with a dose of 10 millilitres is contained
in the edition of the British Pharmacopoeia, the British Pharma-
ceutical Codex or the British National Formulary current on the date
of the making of these regulations or in any subsequent edition thereof
or in any compendium prepared under paragraph (a) of sub-section (3)
and published under sub-section (6) of section 99 of the Medicines Act
1968; or

(¢) a formulation for such drug is set out in the prescription,

and such prescription states the quantity of each dose in terms of fluid
ounces, then for the purpose of dispensing the prescription the equivalent of
each half of a fluid ounce shall be treated as 10 millilitres.

(3) Where a prescription other than a veterinary prescription for any drug
which is a mixture, other than a mixture formulated for administration to
children, states that the quantity of each dose is to be 2 fluid drachms the
equivalent of that quantity for the purpose of dispensing the prescription shall
be treated as 10 millilitres;

Provided that if the prescription refers (whether by the use of the mono-
graph name or otherwise) to a monograph in the British Pharmacopoeia, the
British Pharmaceutical Codex or the British National Formulary which con-
tains a formulation of the drug with a dose of one half of a fluid ounce or 10
millilitres, and the drug is not prescribed at twice the normal strength, the
equivalent of a dose of 2 fluid drachms shall for the purpose of dispensing the
prescription be treated as 10 millilitres of the drug at half the normal strength.

(4) Where a prescription other than a veterinary prescription for liquid
paraffin or any fixed oil, with or without other ingredients, or for any drug
which is a mixture other than a mixture to which paragraph (2) refers, states
the quantity of each dose in terms of fluid ounces, the equivalent of each half
of a fluid ounce shall for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated
as 15 millititres.

(5) Where a veterinary prescription for any drug states the quantity of
each dose in terms of fluid ounces, the equivalent of each half of a fluid ounce
shall for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated as 15 millilitres.
Equivalents for total quantities in re.épect of prescriptions stating dose

quantities

8.—(1) Where a prescription other than a veterinary prescription is a pre-
scription such as is described in regulation 7(1) or differs from a prescription
so described only in that it states-the quantity of each dose in terms of milli-
litres instead of in terms of drachms and such prescription is for a total
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quantity expressed as a number of fluid ounces mentioned in column 1 of
Table 5 of the Schedule, the equivalent of that total quantity shall for the
purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated as the quantity set opposite
thereto in column 2 of that Table.

(2) Where a prescription is a prescription such as is described in regula-
tion 7(2) or differs from a prescription so described only in that it states the
quantity of each dose in terms of millilitres instead of in terms of fluid ounces,
and such prescription is for a total quantity expressed as a number of fluid
ounces mentioned in column 1 of Table 6 of the Schedule, the equivalent of
that total quantity shall for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be
treated as the quantity set opposite thereto in column 2 of that Table.

(3) Where a prescription to which regulation 7(3) refers is for a total
quantity expressed as a number of fluid ounces mentioned in column 1 of
Table 7 of the Schedule, the equivalent of that total quantity shall for the
purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated as the quantity set opposite
thereto in column 2 of that Table.

(4) Where a prescription to which regulation 7(1) or 7(3) refers is for a
total quantity greater than 12 fluid ounces, the equivalent of the total quantity
shall for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated as the cor-
responding multiple of the equivalent of 12 fluid ounces specified in column 2
of Table 5 or 7 of the Schedule, as the case may be, togethier with the equiva-
lent specified in the relevant Table of any residue of less than 12 fluid ounces.

(5) Where a prescription to which regulation 7(2) refers is for a total
quantity greater than 24 fluid ounces, the equivalent of the total quantity shall
for the purpose of dispensing the prescription be treated as the corresponding
multiple of the equivalent of 24 fluid ounces specified in column 2 of Table 6
of the Schedule together with the equivalent specified in that Table of any
residue of less than 24 fluid ounces.

(6) In this regulation “corresponding multiple,” in relation to a quantity of
fluid ounces, means the number of times that quantity will divide by 12 or 24
as the case may be.

(7) Where any prescription to which regulation 7 refers specifies quantities
-of ingredients of any drug in the total quantity to be dispensed, these regula-
tions shall be treated as applying to the quantity of each such ingredient in
each dose.

‘Control of sale and supply

9.—(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), where any manufacturer,
wholesale dealer or retail dealer sells or supplies any drug he shall, if the
order or prescription relating to such dealing is for an ingredient or total
quantity expressed in terms of a number of units of measurement for which
an equivalent quantity may be ascertained in accordance with regulations 4
and fl carry out such dealing in terms of the equivalent quantity so ascer-
taine

(2) Where any manufacturer, wholesale dealer or retail dealer sells or

supplies any drug—

(@) if the prescription relating to such dealmg isa prescnptlon such as is
mentioned in regulation 6 which reéfers in the manner therein specified
to a formulation of a drug expressed in terms of imperjal units he shall
carry out such dealing in terms of the metric equivalent for such
imperial units ascertained in accordance with that regulation; or
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(b) if the prescription relating to such dealing is a prescription to which
regulation 7(1), 7(2) or 7(3) refers and—
(i) is for a total quantity expressed in terms of & unit of measurement
specified in column 1 of Tables 5, 6 or 7 of the Schedule, or
(if) being a prescription.to.which regulation 7(1) or 7(3) refers, is for a
total quantity greater than 12 fiuid ounces, or

(iii) bemg a prescription to ‘which regulation 7(2) refers is for a total
quantity.greater than 24 fluid ounces,

he shall carry out such dealing in terms of the equ1va1ent quantity

(c) if the prescnptlon relating to such dealing is a prescr1pt1on to which
regulation 7(4) or 7(5) refers and is for a total quantity expressed in
terms of a unit of measurement specified in column 1 of Table 4 of the
Schedule or js;for a total quantity greater than 1 pint he shall carry out
such deahng in terms of the equivalent quantity ascertained in accor-
dance with, regrulanons 7 and 5.

B

Revocation

10. The Weighits' and Measures (Equivalents for dealings with drugs)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1969(b) are hereby revoked.

S
Sealed with the:Qfficial Seal of the Ministry of Health and Social Services
for Northern Ireland this 31st day of December 1970. ‘
1o E
(r.s.) S. E. Taylor,
Assistant Secretary.

(b) SR. & O. (N.I)"1969; No. 72, * "~ ~



