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. Poultry Stock Licences (Breeding ~nd Rearing Farms) 

REGULATIONS, DATED 17TH NOVEMBER 1970. MADE' BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTIONS 3, 4 AND 5 AND THE SCHEDULE OF THE 
POULTRY lMPROVEMENT Act (NORTHERN' IRELAND) 1968'. 

. ~he Ministry of Agriculture in exercise of the pow~rs conferred on it by 
Sections 3, 4 and 5 !lnd the Schedule of the Foultry Improvement Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1968(3) and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf and after 
such cons41tation as is required by Section 12(1) of the said Act and with the 
approval of the Ministry of Finance, hereby makes the following 
Regulations: -

Citation and Commencement 
1. These Regul'ations may be cited as the Poultry Stock Licences (Breeding 

and Rearing Farms) Regulations. (Northern Ireland) 1970 and shall come into 
Qperatipn on 1st January 1971. 

Definitions 
2. In these Regulations: - / 
"breeding farm$" means any licensed premises used for the production for 

sale, supply or distribution of eggs for hatohing or for the operation of 
an incubator for the production of day-old chieks incubated from eggs 
produced on the ~aid premises; 

"commercial flock" means a flock of poultry kept for the production of 
eggs for consumption or of poultry meat; 

"day-old" means not more than 48 hours .old;, 
"disease" .incIudesany disease which in the opinion of the Ministry would 
. constitute.a hazard to the health of poultry in Northern Ireland whether 

or hot within the definition of disease contained in the Diseases of 
Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1958(b); . . . 

"lice:qce'" means a Poultry Stock Licence issued for Breeding and Rearing 
Farms;. 

"licensed premises" means any premises where poultry are kept under the 
authority of a licence; . . 

"poultry." mea:qs domestic fowl; 
"poultrY':quM'antinestation" J,Ileans premises used or approved by the 

Ministry for the importation and rearing of day-old c4icks or for the 
inoubation and hatChing of imported eggs and the rearing of poultry 
hatched therefr~m;" . 

, "rearing farms;' Iileansany licensed premises used for the rearing of poultry 
for sale,stipply.brdistributio~,before they: attain the age of six months, 
either to breeding farms or to premises having commercial flocks. 

I • • • ~ 

[; se of Licensed PremIses . 
3.-(1) (a) No commercial flock shall be kept on breeding farms or on 
. rearing farms which sell, supply o..r distribute poultry to breeding fanus. 

(a) 1968. c. 12 (N.I.). (b) 1958. c. 13.';" ' : 
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(b) F£om 1st January 1974 no commerci~l flock shall be kept on rearing 
farms which sell, supply or distribUJte poultry to premises having 
commercial flocks. 

(c) Rearing farms whioh sell, supply or distribute poult-ry to breeding farms 
shall not at the same time rear poultry for sale, supply or distribution to 
premises having commercial flocks. 

(2) All poultry on breeding farms and on rearing farms whioh sell, supply 
or dis1Jribute poultry to breeding farms shall be confined within buildings 
approved by the Ministry. 

(3) No avian species maybe kept on any licensed premises in suoh a manner 
as to constitute in the Ministry's opinion a risk of disease to the poultry on suoh 
premises. 

Bringing in of Eggs and Poultry 
4.-(1) No poultry or eggs may be brought on to licensed premises except 

from a poultry quarantine station or another licensed premises or any other 
source approved by the Ministry. 

(2) From 1st January 1974 no poultry or eggs may be brought on to or taken 
away from licensed premises except in new containers 01' in containers which 
have on eaoh occasion prior to use been cleansed and disinfected to a reasonable 
standard approved by the Ministry. 

(3) Vehicles used for the transportation of such containers to licensed 
premises shall be cleansed and disinfected to a reasonable standaird approved 
by the Ministry. 

(4) Any person engaged in driving or unloading any vehicle used for the 
transportation of such containers to licensed premises shall wear suitable 
protective clothing which has been cleansed and disinfected. 

Identification of Eggs and Poultry 
5. A licence-holder shall adopt a system whereby he is able to identify each 

separate flock or g-roup of p~uItry and each separate batch of eggs for hatching 
on his premises. 

Records 
6.-(1) A licencewholder shall keep records of:-
(a) all movements of poultry and eggs for hatching from or on to his 

licensed premises suoh records to. show the names and addresses of 
persons to whom such poultry or eggs were sent or from whom such 
pOl).ltry or eggs were received and the number of poultry or·eggs sent or 
r~ived; 

(b) the production of eggs in each poultry house; . 
(c) deaths and culling of poultry in, each poultry house; 
(d) visits by any persons other than the regular attendants of the poultry; 

and 
(e) any medication, vaccination or therapeutic treatment given to the 

poultry. 

(2) The records required by this Regulation shall be retained for not less 
than six months after the date> on which the flock to which they refer was 
removed from the farm. . 
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N atificaiian aj Disease .. 
7.-(1) A licence"holder if he. has "reason to suspect that diS"~a~~ exists on 

the farm or if in any four-week period after the first week of life the number of 
deaths in his flock other than by accident exceeds three ~:r hund:red bird~ shall 
immediately notify the .Ministry and if reque~ted supply ~td the Veterinary 
Research Laboratories, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3SD, a representative sample of 
specimens together with a history of flock symptoms and ·any -other· relevant 
information. 

- . 
(2) A licence-holder shall observe such standards of husbandry and hygiene 

as may be necessary to maintain in good health and free from disease all 
poultry in his premises and shal1 in particular take all reasonable prophylactiC: 

·.or otlJ.er preventive measure's availabkagai~st infection. I. . .. :.i . 

Disposal oj Carcases, Faeces and Infective Material;' , 
8. A licence,holdershall :comply with any general or specific- instructions 

issued by the Ministry as to the met.hod .c5fdisposaI6f diseas~ or suspected 
poultry, P9ultry oarcases, eggs, faeces. and,: any other. infective material on the 
premises. 

Submission aj Poultry ar Carcases 
9. A licence-holder shall on: request 'submit ·to an authorised offiCer such 

poultry or poultry carcases as may be reasonably' required for:the diagnosis ·of­
disease." " ..... :-. 

Cleansing and Disinfection 
10. A licence-holder shall GOfl!.p}y witlJ. .any generalQ~ ,specific ipstnIctions 

issued by the Ministry as to the cleanSIng and disinfection: of premiseS' and of 
any plant, equipment or utensils therein. 

Siting and Structure ~j Paultry Houses 
11.-(1) From 1st January 1973 no new building and no existing building 

not previously used for the housing of poultry on the premises of the licence­
hoJder may be so used unless ~uch lmildjng is situ~ted at. a .distl,lD,cy of not less 
than 50 metres from the boundary of any premises on which poultry {:l.1;e kept. ( 

• ~'~.!.., , 

(2) Any building which is used for the housing of poultry on licensed 
prefl?ises and which is situated at ~ distance _ of less than 50 myt,res from the 
boundary of any premises on WhiChpbultryare kepf'$ih"aU'l;lot be ~lten~d or 
modified without the prior approval 6f"the- Ministry> ",' ;i;;' : . j . 

(3) Any building used for the housing of pOUltry on licensed premises 
shaJl:- : ... ' 

(a) be so constructed that access may only be gained to the feed store and 
to any egg store without entry to the building or section of the building 
where the poultry are housed: 

(b) be capable of being properly cleansed and disinfected; 
(c) be protected against unauthorised access to the poultry by locked doors 

or gates and any person entering such building shall wear clean protective 
clothing, head gear and footwear; 

(d) have windows or other openings protected by a suitable screen against 
the entry of wild birds or vermin; 

(e) have a water supply drawn from a public water main or from a source 
allproved by the Ministry; 
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