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| 1970. No. 140 [c
-COAL MINES
Prewutlons -against Inﬂammable Dust

REGULATIONS, DATED 1sr JUNE 1970, MADE BY THE MINISTRY oF COMMERCE
UNDER SECTIONS 74(3) AND 120 OF THE MINES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND)
1969.

WHEREAS in pursuance of Part I of Schedule 2 to the Mines Act (Nomtheu'n
Ireland) 1969(a) the Ministry of Commerce has published notice of its intention.
to make the following regulamons and-has not received any. objection to the
draft thereof in réspect to which it is requlred to. refer 1he draft regulahons for
mqulry and rerpont

Now THEREFORE the thstry of Commerce in exeicise of the powers
conferred on it by sections 74(3) and 120 of the Mines Act (Northern Ireland)
1969 and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the
following regulations;—

Partl
'GENERAL

Citation
1. These regulations may be cited as the Coal Mines (Precautlons against
Inflammable Dust) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1970.

Exemptions )

2. Without prejudice to anylhmg contained in- these regulations, if an
inspector is satisfied that the application of any provision of these regulations is
not requisite for safety in relation to any mine or part ‘thereof, the Mmlstry
may by notice served on the manager of the mine exempt that mine or any.
pait thereof from the application of that provision, and nothmg contained 1m
these regulationis shall affect thé operation of this regulation.

Interpretation
3.—(1) In these reoulatmns the following expressmns have the meaning
hereby respectively asswned to them, that is to say—

- “the Act” means the Mines Act (Northern Ireland) 1969
“the Ministry” means the Ministry of Commerce.

(2) Without prejudice to section 151 of the Act, for the purposes of these
regulations anything for the time being approved under-the corresponding
provision of the Mines and Quarries Act 1954(b) or regiilations made there-

_under shall be deemed to be approved by the Ministry, unless the Ministry, by
notice published in the Belfast Gazette and otherwise brought to the notice of
persons concerned in such manner as the Mlmstry thmks ﬁt dlfects that it
shall not be so deemed. . ‘ ‘

(a) 1969, c. 6 (NI). . () 2°& 3 EL.2. c. 70,
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" ParT IT -
PRECAUTIONS .AS .KEGARDS SCREENS

4. This Part of these regulations-shall apply. at:every mine in which coal is
worked other than a mine in which the floor, roof and sides of the roads are
naturally wet throughout.

5. If shall be the duty of the manager of every mine to make and ensure
the efficient carrying out of arrangements to secure that the entry of coal dust
from screens into any downcast shaft is mlmmlsed

7 6. At any such mine newly opened after the. 16th day of Decembel 1911 no
plant shall be used for soreening or sorting coal wmhln a dlstafnce ot two hundred
and forty feet from any ‘downcast shaft: = * - .

A P
Provided that the Ministry may by notice served on the manager exempt
a mme from the provisions of thls regula’uon

PART III

MAINTENANCE OF INCOMBUSTIBLE MATTER IN DUST IN RoADS

7. This Part of these regulations éhéll:apply, at every mine in which coal is
worked, to every length of road therein other than—

(@) a length of road used only in connection with the working of anthracite;
or :

(b) a length of road which is within thirty feet .of a coal face or which is
a shute from the coal face down which coal is thrown. -

8.—(1) It shall be the duty of the manager of every mine to make and ensure
the efficient carrying out of arrangements to secure that, as respects every length
of road to which this Part of these regulations applies and which is required
to be ventilated, any dust on the floor, roof or sides thereof which can be raised
into the air shall contain not less than the minimum percentage of incombustible
matter determined in accordance with the schedule to these regulations in
relation to coal in connectlon with the working of which that length of road is
used.

(2) For the purposes of these regulations the 1ncombust1ble matter in any
dust includes moisture contained therein. .

9. No incombustible dust shall be used for the purposes of these regulauons
unless in tests carried out at intervals not exceeding ninety days it is found to
comply with the following requirements, that is to say—- -

(@) it is of such fineness that of the dry dust which passes through a 60-mesh
sieve of a specification approved by the Ministry not less than fifty per
cent. by weight and not more than. seventy-five per dent. by weight, or
such larger percentage as may be authorised by the Ministry by notice

_ served on the manager, shall pass 1hrough a 240 mesh sieve of a
i+, specification so approved,-and .

(b) it is of such character that it is readily d1spersable into the air and, 1f in
use in places where it is not directly wetted by water from the strata, it

~does "n6t Take but“is"dispersed into the air wheii blown upon by the
mouth or by a suitable appliance. o
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10.—(1) For the purpose of establishing the- efficacy of his arrangements
made in pursuance of regulation 8 it shall be the duty of the manager of the
mine to ensure that at intervals not exceeding thirty days a sufficient nuniber of
samples of the dust on every length of road to which that regulatlon applies
are systematically collected and analysed.

(2) In the case of any such length of road which is used for the transport of
coal or which is within six hundred feet of a working face and is used as a
return airway in respect of that face, the number of samples so collected and
analysed shall not be less than in the proportion of ten per mile:

Provided that the Ministry may by notice served on the manager permit the
taking and analysis of a lesser number of samples in any such length: of road.

(3) If in the case of any length of road every analysis of a sample taken
within the preceding six months indicates that the natural conditions of the
road are such that the requisite percentage of incombustible matter is main-
tained without the application of incombustible dust or if, in the case of a length
of road to which the last preceding paragraph does not apply, every such
analysis indicates that the application of incombustible dust is not necessary at
intervals of less than six months, it shall be sufficient for samples to be collected
and analysed. at intervals not exceeding ninety days or at such longer intervals
as may be authorised by the Ministry by notice served on the manager:

Provided that if there is any change in the nmatural conditions or in the
method of working which affects or may affect substantially the percentage of
incombustible matter in any such length of road, samples shall be taken and
analysed as soon as any effect of the change would be apparent.

(4) The manager shall ensure the result of every analysis required to be
made by this regulation is within twenty-one days of the collection of the
sample entered in a book provided by the owner of the mine for the purpose.
Except at-a mine at which less than one hundred persons are employed below
ground, entries in that book relating to each length of road shall be distinguished
by colour, number, letter or mark which shall be identified with that length of
road by means of a suitable plan preserved with that book. -

(5) The manager shall ensure that a notice specifying the result of every
analysis required to be made by this regulation is kept in the covered accom-
modation provided in pursuance of section 114 of the Act for a period of
thirty days commencing whenp that result is entered in the book in pursuance
of the last preceding paragraph.

11.—(1) When any sample is collected to ascertain the percentage of incom-
bustible matter in any dust in any road for the purposes of these regulations it
shall (subject to the following provisions of this regulation) be collected——

(a) over a length of road not less than one hundred and fifty feet in length;
(b) in the case of dust on the roof or sides, to a depth not exceeding a quarter

of an inch or, in the case of dust on the floor, to a depth not exceeding
one inch; and

(¢) in the manner specified in paragraph (5) of this regulation.

(2) 1f since samples were last collected from any length of road in pursuance
of regulation 10 some part of it has been treated with incombustible dust more
frequently or more recently than other parts, separate samples shall for the
purposes of that regulation be collected from those parts respectively
irrespective of their lengths.




