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REGULATIONS, DATED 1ST JUNE 1970, MADE BY 'FHE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
UNDER SECTIONS 13(2)'AND 120m:;, THE MINES ACT, (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1969. ' 

WHEREAS in pursuance of Part I of Schedule 2 to the Mines Act (Northem 
.lre}~nd) 1969(~) the MinjstrYQf Cqmmerce has puiplished J;lOticeo£ it~ intention 
'1:0 make the follOWing l'egulations and has not l"ec.eived any objection' to the 
draft thereof in respect to which it is required to refer, the draft regul'ations 
fOT inquiry and Teport. " ," , 

, Now, THEREFORE, the Ministry of Commerce in exercise ·of the powers 
confelTed on it by sections 13(2) and 120 of the Mines Act (Northern Ixeland) 
1969 and of all ollier'powers :enabling it in that behalf, hereby ma~es the 
follow.ing regulations:-

CitatiQn 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. These rygulatio:Q.s may be c1ted as the Coal and Other Mines (Mechanics 
~nd Electricians) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1970. 

In'terpretation 
2~~(1) In these regulations~ ul),less the contex~ otherwise requires, the 

following expressioli,s have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, 
thaJt is to say- . " ' 

"the Act" means the Mines Ac.~ (Noriherp. Irel811d) 1969; . 
"deputy" has the meaning assigned thereto in the Coal and Other Mines 
, (Managers .and Officials) R!egulations (Northern Hpland)" 1970(b); 

',"electri¢al apparatus" il'l:Cludes' electric, ca:bles ~d :anY part or 'any 
machinery, apparatus or appliance, being a part designed for the 
generation, conversion, stomge, transmission or utilisation of electricity, 

, but exCludes any electric cable, machinery, appa;ratus or appliance or 
, "':. part thereof whjcp, is not used and is not intended to be used as, and 

'. does ,not form and is not intended to form, part, of the equipment i>f 
a mine; : . , , - . 

"electrical engineering staff" has the meaning' assIgned thereto in 
regulation 5; 

"flexible cable" means an electric cwble whioh is designed to be movable 
while in use; 

"incendive sparking" meanS, in relation to any electrical apparatus, 
sparking in such circumstances that inflammable ,gas preset;lt W. t4e air 
O'llrtside the apparatus might be ignited direCtly Or indirectly; , 

(a), .1969. c, 6 (N.I.). (b) S.R. & O. (N,I.) 1970; No~ 128'.:" ' , 
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"mechanical appar.atus" includes any maohinery, apparatus or ,appliance 
used in connection wiiVh the generation, conversion, storage, trans­
mission or utilisation of mechanical energy and ropes, chains, 
permanent haulage track and rolling stock, but excludes any 
machinery, 'apparatus or appliance or part thereof which for the purposes 
of these regulations is electrical apparatus and anything which is not 
used and is not intended ;to be used as, ,and does not form and is not 
intended to form, part of the equipment of a mine;, 

"mechanical energy" means energy derived from steam, water or oilier 
:fluid, wind. compressed aiT or gas, electricity, combustion of fuel or any 
other source; 

"mechanical engineering staff" has the meaning assigned thereto in 
regulation 4; 

"mine" has ;the meaning assigned thereto in regulation 3; 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Commerce; 
"person having supervisory duties" means, in the ca:se of mechanical 

engineering staff, the mechanical engineer or the mechanic in ,chaxge, 
or a supervisory mechanic and, in the case of electrical engineering 
staff, the electrical engineer or the electrician in charge, or a supervisory 
electrician; 

"portable apparatus" includes eleotrical apparatus that is designed to 1;>e 
moved while working; 

"prime mover" means an engine or motor which provides mechanical 
energy; 

"supervisory mechanic" has the meaning assigned thereto in regulation 4; 
"supervisory electrician" has the meaning assigned thereto in regu!ation 5. 

(2) For the purposes of ascertaining the number of prime movers o;r electric 
motors at any mine and of any provision of these regulatio!l1s :requtirin)?j, 
systematic examination and testing of any meahanical or electrical ,apparatus; 
no account shall be taken of any mechanical or electrical apparatus whioh is 
surplus to ordinary requirements and which has not been issued for use 
or installed as a stan4by 01" which, if so .issued, has been withdrawn from use 
for repaiT or otherwise and has not been xe-issued. 

(3) Expressions to which meanings are assigned by the Act or by these 
regulations shall (unless the contrary intention appears) have the same 
meanings in any document issued under the provisions of these regulations. 

Application 
3. Except where the application thereof is further expressly Hmited, these 

regQ.lations shall apply to every mine of coal, stratified ironstone, shale or 
fireClay, and in these regulations "mine" means (except where further 
expressly limited) such a mine. 

PART II 

ApPOINTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINE~RING STAFF 
AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING STAFF 

Mechanical engineering staff 
4.-(1) 'For every mine there shall be appointed by the manager a com­

p,etent person to be the mechanical engineer or the mechanic in charge; as 
many competent per.sons as may be required to supervise the proper iilsWla-
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tion, examination, testinganq maintenance of all mechanical apparatus at the 
mine in accordance with the following provisions (in these regulations referred 
to a~ "supervisory mechanics~'); and as many competent persons to be crafts­
men mechanics as may be· requocred to effeot such proper installation, 
examination, testing and maintenance as aforesaid. In relation to a mine, 
the mechanical engineer or meohanic in charge, the supervisory mechanics 
and the craftsmen mechanics are hereinafter referred to as "the mechanical 
engineering staff". . . 

(2) In the case of any mine at which the total number of prime movers 
exceeds seventy-five the manager shall ensure that, :at any time when the 
meohanical engineer 01" mechanic :in charge is not on duty, a supervisory 
m,eohanic is in charge at the mine whenever any prime mover is being used 
in t4e min.e for .any purpose specified in an instruction in writing given by 
the manager to the mechanical engineer or mechanic in charge and for the 
time being in force. 

Electrical engineering staff 
S.:---{l) For every mine at which electricity is llsed th~re sball be appointed 

by the manager a competent person to be the electrical en~neer or the 
electrician in charge; as many competent persons as may be required to 
~upervise the proper installation, e:l):amination,. testing and maintenanc.e of all 
electrical apparatus at the mine in accordance with the following provisions 
{in these ,regulations referred to as "supervisory electricians"); and as many 
competent persons to be eraftsmen electricians as may be required to effect 
such proper installation, examination, testing and maintenance as aforesaid. 
In ,relaJtion to a mine, the electrical engineer or electrician in charge, the super­
visory electricians· and the craftsmen electricians are hereinafter referred to 
as "the electrical engineering staff?' . 

.(2) In the case of any mine at which the total number of electric motors 
excee4s seventy-five the manager shall ensure that at any time when the 
electri'oal engineer or eleotrician in charge lis not on duty a supervisory 
.elt;:ctrician is in charge at the mine whenever any electric motor is being used 
itt ;the mine for any purpose speCified in an instruction in writing given oy the 
manager to the electrical engineer or electrician in charge and for the time 
being in force. 

Supplementary provisions as to supervisory mecbanics and electricians 
6.-(1) A copy of any instruction given in pursuance of paragraph (2Yof 

either of the two last preceding regulations and for the time being in force 
shall be kept at the office at the mine or ,at such other place as may be approved 
by the Ministry and if the Ministry at any time so requests the manager shaH 
send to it a copy of any such instruction . 

. (~) .If in ac~se to ~hich paragraph (2) of eith~~ of ,the two last preceding 
regulations ~pphes an Inspeotor t~J?orts t? the MIfl1Stry that he is of <>pinion 
that at any tIme when the mech~cal engmeer or mechanic in charge is not ,on 
duty a supervisory mechanic. or ·at any time when the electrical engIneer or 
electrician jn charge is not on, duty a supervisory electrician, as the case may 
be, ou:ght to be in charge at the mine whenever a prime mover or eiectric 
motor is bein~ ~sed in the mine for a purpose not specified under that para­
graph"the M1ll1stry may serve on the manager a notice requiring him to 
give an instructi()n &ccordingly. . 
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(3) The provisions of Part XIII of the Act with respect to references upon 
notices served by the Ministry shall apply to a notice served under the last 
preced~ng parag.raph, and the relevant ground of objection to suoh a'notice 
shall be that it is not necessary for a supervisory mechanic or a supervisory 
electrician:, as the oase may be, to be in charge at the mine whenever a prime 
mover or el~ctric motor is being used in the mine for the pUJJPose specified in 
the notice in order to secure the proper supervision of mechanical or electrical 
apparatus thereat. 

7. Nothing in regulation 4 or 5&hall prevent a competent person being a 
member both of the mechanical engineering staff and of the e1~ctrical engineer­
ing statJ;, or prevent a person having supervisory duties from himself affeoting 
'fmy work of installation, examination, testing or maintenance of mechanical 
or electrrical apparatus, as the case may be, without superv.ision by another. 

PART III 

DUTIES OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING STAFF, ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

STAFF AND OTHER PERSONS CONCERNED WiTH MECHANICAL OR 

ELECTRICAL ApPARA1US 

8. It shaH be the duty of the mechanical engineer or meohanic in charge in 
respect pf mechanical apparatus, and of the electrical engineer or electrician 
in charge in respect of electrical apparatus, to ensure that the mechanical 
engineering staff or the electrica1 engineering staff, as the case may be, 
supervise or effect-

(a), the installation of all such appamtus at the mine; 
(b) the examination and testing of all such aprpamtus before it is put into 

use after installatioil1, re-installation or repair; 
( c) the maintenance in safe working condition and in accordance with 

all requirements imposed by or under the Act of all such ,appamttiS 
{l,t the mine; ap.d 

(d) the systematic examination and testing of all such apparatus at the 
mine in accordance with the scheme therefor for the time ibeing in 
operation. 

Schemes of maintenance 
9.~(1} It shall be the duty of the manager of every mine to ensure that 

there shftll be at all times in force a scheme in respect of all mechanical 
apparatus at the mine other than simple meohanical supports, 'and, if electricity 
,is used thereat,. a scheme in respect of all electrical apparatus thereat, being 
a scheme providing for the systematic examination rand testing of all 
mechanical 'apparatus 'or electrical apparatus, as the case may be, at the 
mine to ensure proper maintenance thereof. 

(2) Any 'Such scheme shall specify the intervals (which may be different 
for different apparatus and parts of apparatus) within which, all mechanic~l 
or electrical appar-a,tus, as the case may be, must be examiil1ed and tested' and 
the nature of the examination and testing to be carried ·out on each occasion, 
and the manner in which the results of every examination ,and test made 
pursuant to suoh a scheme are to be recorded.-

(3) The 'scheme for each mine 'or copies thereof shall be kept at the '0ffi~e 
at the mine or at such .other place as may beappi'oved by rthe Ministry. ~, 
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.. (4) If an inspector reports to the Ministry that he. is of opmlOn that 
,amendment of a scheme is necessary to ensure the proper maintenance of any 
mechanical or eleotrioal apparatus at the mine or to secure the keeping of 
proper records thereof, the Ministry may serve on the manager a notice 
:r:equiringhim to reIJ;ledythe defect.. 

(5) The provisions of Part XIII at the Act with respect to references 
upon notices served by the Ministry shaH ap!ply to a notice served under the 
.Ias~preceding .paragraph and ·tpe relevant ground of objection to such a notice 
shall be that the scheme already ensures the proper rmanntenance of all 
meohanical or electrical wpparatusat that mine,. or the keeping of proper 
records thereof, as the qase may be. . 
.(6) .E,:very record of any test OF eXanlination .made pursuant to any such 

.scheme, or a copy of suc:(l record', shall, until the expiration of. three years. 
after such test or examination, be kept <at the office at the mine or at suoh 
,other plaCe as may be approved by the Ministry and be open to inspection by, 
or by a person authorised in that behalf in writing by, any person employed 
at the mine. 

(7) !n this regulation "simple mechanical supports" means hydraulic 
props. or friction props for the support ,bf the roof or side of any place in the 
mine not being , supports which are advanced and set to the mof by mechanical 
~nergy, and "prop" includes dhock. 

10.-(1) Persons, other than the mechanical engineering staff and the 
eleqtrical el1gineering staff, may be instruoted in writing by the manager of 
the mine tooarry. 'out such duties relating to~ 

(a) . the installation, e:x;amination" testing or maintenance of mechanical 
or el~trtcal appara,tus;or 

(b) the operation of any machinery or eleotrical appar,atus; 
as may be ~pecified in the instruction being duties for which they are 
compete:nt. 

(2) No person shall be instructed under paragraph (l)(a) of this re~lation 
t6 carry' out any duty .for whioh technical knowledge and experience are 
'necessafY to av:oid dangetexcept '!lnder such degree. ,of supervision by 'one of 
the mechanieal' engineering staff or eleotrical engineering staff, being a person 
haviD,g supervisory duties, as may be appropriate having regru.-d t6 the nature 
of the work and the.knowledge and experience ofthe person concerned .. 

(3) Nb pe~sbn spalf corhmen¢e or db any work ,upon a~y conductor, or in 
proxim~ty to an exposed conductor, being in either case a conductor in 'a 
circuit in whiCh the vqltage exceeds tw:enty-fiv~, unless one of the electrical 
engineering staff has etJ.sured

c 
that the cotJ.dructor has been made' dead, and 

has taken any necessary steps by earthing or otherwise to ensure that it wiU 
remain dead whllst ;the work in question is being carned out: 

, " :, Prowded that the' pr~vj.sjons 'of this para~ra,ph .shall not apply to-, ': . 
. ' (~) the cleaning, of a 'commutator or slip-rings, if the electrical engineer 

or el~trician in charge has taken. any necessary steps to ensure' tha-t 
the voltage between. no twobrushe~ of the apparatus being cleaned 
"will exceed sjx hundred al1d fifty whilst the cleaning IS in progress; '. 

,(b) work 0n"or: inprQximity to, telephone and signalling apparatus or 
a co;nductor ~nor conneot~d to appa1,"atus which is such tb,at, by reason 
of the iW;1eren,t na,tllre of the appa,ratus, 1t is il11praoticable for. th~ 
,cQn~l.lctor to be, ina,qe dead ,whHst the wQfk i:p." question is 'beipg 
earned out; 


