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REGULATIONS, DATED 1ST JUNE 1970, MADE BY niE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
UNDER SEctIONS 13(2)AND.l,20 0F THE MINES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1969. ,: 

WHEREAS in pursuance of Part I of Schedule 2 to the Mines Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1969(a) the Ministry of Commerce has published notice of its 
intention to make the following regulations and has not received any 
objection to the draft thereof in respect to which it is required to refer .the 
draft regulations for inquiry and report: 

Now, THEREFORE, the Ministry of Commerce in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by sections 13(2) and 120 of the Mines Act (Northern Ireland) 
1969 and of all other powers enabling it in thrut behalf, hereby makes the 
following regulations:-

PART I 

GENERAL 

Citation 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Coal and Other Mines 

(Ventilation) Regulations (Northern Ireland) lQ70. 

Application 
2. These regulations shall apply to every mine of co11-1, stratified rr.onstone, 

shale or fireclay, and in these regulations, unless otherwise eX(preS'sly provided. 
"mine" means such a mine. ' 

Interpretation 
3.-(1) In these regula/tions the following expressions have the meanings 

hereby respectively assigned to them, that is to say-
"the Act" means the Mines Act (Northern Ireland) 1969; 
"auxiliary fan" means a fan used or intended to be used 

below ground wholly or mainly for ventilating a heading, drift ot 
blind end; , 

"deputy" has the meaning assigned thereto in the Coal and 
Other Mines (Managers and Officials) Regulations .(Northern Ireland) 
1970(b); 

"detector" has the meaning assigned thereto in regulation 14; 
"electric power" does not include electricity used in a portable safety-lamp 

or detector, shot-firing apparatus, a scientific instrument, signalling 
apparatus or a tele.phone; 

"firedamp content" has the meaning assigned thereto in regulation 6; 

(a) 1969. c. 6 (N.I.). (b) S.R. & O. (N.J.) 1970, No. 128. 
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"main intake airway" means a length of. iutake airway which begins at a 
shaft or outlet or a length of airway. the current of air in which is 
sqbsequeJ;ltly split and whieh as regards two or more working faces 
is. an intake airway; . . 

. "main 'return 'airway:' means a leugth of return airway which ends at a 
fihaft Or outletpr a length of airway the current of air in which has 
been split and which as reglj.rds. two or more working faces is a return 
airway; " -

"mine". has the meaning assigned thereto in regulation 2; 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Commerce; 
"worklng face" does not include a place in a road or roadhead at which 

ripping 'or work of repair is in progress. 

(~) Where a -determination of the firedamp. content made for the purposes 
of any. of these Tegulations is made by means of a sample of air it shall be 
deemed to be made at the time and place at which the sample is taken. 

(3) Williont prejudice to section 151 of the Act, for the purposes of 
these regulations anything for the tiiJle being approved under the correspond­
ing provision. of the Mines and Quarries Act 1954(c) or regulations made 
thereunder shall be deemed to be approved by the Ministry, unless the 
Ministry, by notice published in the Belfast Gazette and otherwise brought to 
the notice of persons concerned in such manner as the Ministry thinks fit, 
directs that it shall not be . so deemed. . . . . 

(4) Expressions to which meanings are assigned by the Act, or by these 
regulations shalHunless the contrary intention appears) have the same mean­
ings in arty document 'issued under the provisions of these regulations. 

Exemptions 
4. If an inspector ,is • satil1j.it::d that. ,the appliqation of any provision 

in Part II, V o~. Vl. of 'thes¢ r~gulations (other than a provision in 
relation to whi<;:4 .. art 'express power. of ~exemption is contained in these 
I'Iegulations) is irt~ppropriate. in: relation to any mine or part thereof, the 
Ministry may by notice served'on the manager of that mine exempt it or a 
part theteof. frq'ql the applica~ion of that provision. . 

'PART II ," , 

PROVI$IONS RELATING TO FIREDAMP CONTENT 

lnflammabl~ gas. in intake ,airways , 
5.~(1) Without prejudice to the generality of section 55 of the Act the 

manager of every mine shall take such steps as are necessary for securing 
tha't every airway therein which as regards any working face is an intake 
airway and the air in which has not previously ventilated a working face 
shall nottnally be ¥:ept free ,fro~ inflanimable gas: 

, Provided that the requirements of this regulation shall not apply to any 
part of such an. fiirway }Vithin three hU,rrdred feet of the first working place at 
that workin~ f~ce. . 

(2) For the purposes of . this :riegulationan airway shall be deemed not 
to be norm~lly kept free from inflammable g~s if the average percentage by 
:volume of inflammab)e gas fOEn~ in six s~mples. of. air taken by an inspector 
m tbe general body of the 'aIr III that atrway at mtervals of not less than 
fourteen days exceeds onecquarter. ' . 

(c) Z & 3 El. 2 .. c. 70. : 
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Determinations of firedamp content 
, 6.-(1) Where in any part of a mine in which the use' of lamps or lights, 

other than permitted lights, is unlawful electric power iSWSed at or within 
one hundred and fifty feet of a working face, the manager'shall make and 
secure the efficient carrying out of arrangements whereby determinations of 
the percentage of inflammable gas present in the general body of the air 
(in these regulations referred to as "the firedamp content") are made in that 
part in accordance with the provi:sions of the five next followirig_oteguiations. 

(2) Where in any part of a mine of coal the use of lamps or lights, other 
than permitted lights, is unlawful and in any part of that mine which com­
prises a working face shots are fired in the ordinary course of working, the 
manager shall make and secure the efficient carrying out of arrangements 
whereby determinations of the firedamp content are made in 'accordance with 
the provisions of the four next following regulations in the part of the mine 
in which shots are so fired. 

7.-(1) Determinations of the firedamp content shall be made-
(a) by means of apiparatuos of a type approved for the purpose by the 

Ministry, by a competent person appointed for that purpose by the 
manager of the'mine; or 

(b) by means of samples Df air taken bya cDmpetent person sO' appointed 
and analysed within fDur days of the taking thereof. 

(2) In reckoning a period Df four days fDr the purposes Df this regulation 
no account shall be taken Df any Saturday, Sunday Dr day Df general holiday. 

8.-(1) Where determinations Df the firedamp content in any part of a 
mine which comprises a longwall face are req:uired to' be made by virtue of 
the use of electric power at Dr within Dne hundred and fifty feet Df that face 
Dr the firing of shDtS in that part of the mine, thDse determinations shall be 
made at or as near a'S is practicable to' the point in each airway serving that 
faoe thirty feet from the near~t working place at that face. If the air 
ventilating that 1Dngwall face has ventilated Dr will ventilate another lDngwalI 
face determinatiDns shall alsO' be made at such a point in each airway serving 
each such Dther face. 

(2) The Ministry may serve on the manager Df the mine a nDtice requiring 
determinatiDns to be made also at one or more additoiona1 pDints at any such ' 
longwall face or in any airway serving such a 10ngwaJl face being points 
specified in the notice. 

9.-(1) Where determinations of ,the firedamp content in any part of Ii 
mine which comprises a working face other than a longwall face are required 
to be made by virtue Df the use of electric pDwer at Dr within Dne hundred 
and fifty feet Df that face or the firing Df shots in that part Df the mine, those 
determinations ~hall be made at suitable points fixed by the manager in 
respect of e~ch air current in that part Df the mine. 

(2) The Ministry may, if an in~pector is ,of opinion that any pDiilt so fixed 
is unsuitable, serve Dn the'manager a notice requiring him to fix SDme Dther 
point in substitution therefor and filay serve Dn the manager a notice 
requiring ,determinatiDns to be made at SDme other point specified in the 
notice in addition to those required by tpe preceding paragraph, 
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10.-(1). Determinations of the firedamp content shall be made at every 
point required by or under the two l!}.st preceding regulations once in ~very 
week: 

Provided that-
(a) if any determination at any such point shows a firedamp content 

exceeding 0.8 per oent by volume determinations shall be made at the 
oorresponding point at intervals not exceeding twenty-four hout's so 
long as the content is shown to exceed or to have exceeded that per­
centage and for the seven next following working days, unless the 
Ministry by notice servled on the manager otherwise consents; 

(b) if every determination made during a period of thirty days at any 
such point s.howed. a firedamp content not exceeding 0.6 per cent by 
volume it shall be sufficient to make determinations at the corre­
sponding p.oint at intervals not exceeding thirty days for so long as the 
firedamp content shown thereby does not exceed that percentage. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the last preceding paragraph whenever 
any alteration is made in the arrangements for ventilating a mine which 
affects or may affect substantially any part of the mine in which 'determina­
tions of the firedamp content have to be made, a determination of the 
firedamp content at each point in that part shall be made as soon as any 
substantial effect of the alteration would be !}.pparent. 

(3) Any determination of the firedamp content shall be made, if the 
relevant face is machine-cut, during the latter part of the cutting shift or, 
if the face is not machine-cut, during the latter part of the filling shift: 

Provided that if it appears to the manager Olf an inspector, as the oase 
may be, that the fireda!Ili.P oontent is normally greatest at any point at any 
other stage of the operations, determinations at that point maybe made at 
that stage if the Ministry by Ilotice served on :the manager consents thereto 
and shall be made at that stage.if the Ministry by such .notioe so requires. 

(4) The provisions of Part XIII of the Act with respect to reference's 
upon notices served by the Ministry shall apply to a notice of requirement 
under the lrust preceding paragraph and either of the following shall be a 
relevant ground of objection to such a notice, namely-

(a) ·that the firedamp content at the point in question is not normally 
greatest at the, s.tage referred to in the notioe; 

(b) that the greater firedamp content at that stage at that point is transi­
tory. 

(5) Where determinations of firedamp content are made once in every 
week or thirty days they shall as far a's practicable be made on the last 
occasion during the week when the appropriate stage of the operations 
ref'erred to in paragraph (3) occurs, not being an occasion during a shift 
beginning on ·a Saturday. 

11. On every occasion on which a determination of firedamp content is 
required to be made at or as near ,as is practicable to the point in an airway 
serving a longwall face thirty feet .from the nearest working place 'at that 
face, being an airway which as regards that face is a return airway, a deter­
mination of firedamp content shall~ .,also be made as near as is practicable 
to the point in that airway thirty feet from the junction thereof with any 
other return airway. 

12.-(1) Particulars of every determination of firedamp content made in 
accordance with these regUlations' shall be recorded forthwith in a book. 
provided for that purpose by the owner of the mine. 
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(2) If any determinati,onother than one made pursuant to regulation 11 
shows a firedamp content at any point exceeding 'One per cent by volume the 
manager of the mine shall forthwith give notice thereof to the Ministry 
unless-

(a) the exoess was caused by temporary derangement of the ventilation 
at the mine which has been remedied; or 

(b) the Ministry by notIce served on the manager has otherwise directed. 

Measurements of quantity of air 
13.-(1) The manager of ev'ery mine shall make and secure the efficient 

carrying out of arrangements whereby the quantity of air passing each of 
the points hereinafter mentioned is measured at ip.tetva}s not exceeding thirty 
days. 

(2) The points at which such measurements are to be taken are-
(a) in ev,ery intake airway starting ,at an entrance to a shaft or outlet, a 

point as near as is practicable to that entrance; 
(b) in ev,ery split by which air leaves an air current except a split at a 

longwall face, a point as near as is practicable to the junction; 
(c) in any part of the mine in which determinations of firedamp content 

are required to be made, the points at which th0se determinations are 
made excluding any point at which determinations are made because 
it has been specified in a notice served on the m~nager by the Ministry; 
and 

(d) in any' part of the mine eontaining a working face, being a part in 
which determination,S of firedamp content are not required to be made 
under these regulations, a point in each road, which as regards a 
working face is an intake airway and the air in which has not 
previously ventilated a working nace, a's nearly as practicable four 
hundred and fifty feet from the nearest part of the said working face 
with respect to which that road is an intake airway, unless that point 
would be Within three hundred feet of a point at which measurements 
are taken under sub-paragrapli (a) or (b). 

(3) A measurement of the quantity of air at a point specified in sub­
paragraph (c) of the latst preceding paragraph shall be taken on an occasion 
when a determination of firedamp content is made thereat. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything in paragraph (1) of this regulation, when­
ever any alteration is made in the arrangements for ventilating a mine which 
affects or may laffect substantially the quantity of air passing any ploint at 
which measurements thereof have to be taken, a measurement ,of the quantity 
at each such point shall be taken as soon as any substantial effect of the 
alteration would be apparent. 

(5) Particulars of every measurement taken in accordance with this 
regulation shall be recorded forthwith in a blook provided f.or the purpose 
by the owner of the mine together with any other information incidental 
thereto for which provisi.on is made in that book. 

PARTm 

FIREDAMP DETECTORS 

14.-(1) At every mine in any 'Part of which the use. of lamps or lights, 
other than permitted lights, is unlawful, there shan b,e: provided appliances 
for detecting the presence of 'inflammable ga's being appliances of a type 


