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RULES, DATED 15TH OCTOBER 1969, MADE BY THE MINIS'FRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 146 OF THE ,COUNTY COURTS ACT (NORTHERN 
IRELAND) 1959. 

I, the Right Honourable Robert Wilson Porter, Q.c., Minister of Home 
Affairs for Northern Ireland, in exercise of the powers conferred on me 
by section 146 of the County Courts Act (Northern Ireland) 1959(a), section 45 
of the Adoption Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(b) and all other powers thereunto 
enabling, do hereby, upon the recommen4ation of the County Court Rules 
Committee and after consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, make.' the 
Rules hereinafter set forth. 

Dated this 15th day of October 1969, 

R. W. Porter, 
Minister of Home Affairs 

for Northern Ireland . 

. --~ ...... 
(al 1959. c. 25. (b) 1967. c. 35 (N.I.).~,,:j '; .J ,.' 
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ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 

PART I 

'CITATION; COMMENCEMENT, ETC. 

Rule ' " 
1 Citation 
2 ' Commencement' 
3 Revocation 
4 Interpretation 

PART II 

COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS, 

5 Notice to Welfare Authority under section 3(1)(b) of Act 
6 Application to be by petition 
7 Sittings at which petitions to be heard' 
R Issue 6f petition . ", 
9 Verification of petition and 90cuments to' be exhibited thereto 

10 Service of petition 'or of notice of presentation 
11 Notice of objeotiOli' to the making of a,n 'adoption order 
12 Appointment of guardi.an ad litem ' 
13' Functions of guardian 'ad litem 

PART III 
HEARING OF P~T1TlON 

14 Objections , ' 
15 Procedure on the hearing , 
16 Privacy of proceedings 
1 I ~rovis~onal adoption or9~rs 
lR Interim orders ' ' 

PART IV 

GENERAL 

19" .,Wh~fe: 'p"rev~9:US application.made f0r ad~ption of same infant 
20 . Cases more fit to be'dealt with by the HlghCo~rt , 
2 t Attestation of consent when executed outside United Kingdom 
22 Keeping of documents and information 
23 Birth certificates 
24 Form and transmission of orders 
25 Copies of adoptiOlf cirders 'not ,to be supplied except in certain cases 
26 ' Notice of ·decisionof court to( be' given ' ' 
27 Notice to court by which an affiliation, order has been ma~e 
2~: , AppJications for,amendment Of revoc!).tionof!).doption orders, supply of 

copies, etc. 
29" Service ,and filing of documents 
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31 Enlargement.9T abridgment of times in special circumstances 
32 Application of Eqii1W' practice and ptocedur¢,: .' , 

•. I. 
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SCHEDULE 

FORMS 

Nd.'279 

1 Notice to Welfare Authority under section 3(I)(b) of Adoption Act 
{Northern Ireland) 1967 of intention to apply for an Adoption Order or 

, Provisional Adoption, Order 
2 Petition for Adoption OrdeJ;, (other than a Provisional Adoption Order) 
3 Petition for a Provisional Adoption Order 
4 Consent of Parent(s) or Guardian(s) to Adoption Order 01' Provisiomil 

Adoption Order 
5 Statutory Declaration as to Consent of Spouse where Spouses not Joint 

Petitioners for Adoption Order or Provisional Adoption Order 
6 Medical Certificate as to health of Petitioner 
7 Notice of presentation of Petition Jor 'an Adoption Order or Provisional 

Adoption OrdeJ; 
8 Interim Order giving custody of infant to Applicant for Adoption Order 

or Provisional A40ption Order by way of probationary 'period, ' 
.9 Application for Final Detertnination of Petition for Adoption Order or 

Provisional Adoption 'Order, ' 
10 Application for Discharge of Interim Ordergranting"cilstody of infant 

for ,probationll1!Y period , ' " 
11 Application by guardiall ad litem under, section 8(6)' ot Adoptiop. A9t 

(Northern Ireland) 1967 for Fimd Deter.tnip.a-ijon of Petition for: 
Adoption Order or Provisional Adoption Order .,,' ' 

12 Qrderdi~charging Interim Order granting custody of in£ant.for propationary 
period' 

13 , Adoption Order , 
14 Provisional Adoption Order 

PART I 

CITATION, COMMENCEMENT, ~~. 

Citation 
1. These Rules shall be cited as the' County Court {Adoptioh} RuleS' 

(Northern Ireland) 1969. '" , ' ' 

Commencement , 
2. These Rules shall come into operation on ist December 1969. 

" 
Revocath;)]:1;, ", ' , " ,',' , 

3. Thl Adoption ,of ,Children (Northern lreland) CO'!intyCoult Rules' 
1954(c) ,are here,by r¥yo]Ced. 

interpretation 
4. In these ,Rules-
(d}~',the;,A~t", means',the::Adoption Acl (Northern Ireland)" 1967; 
(0) "adoption order';' includes 'a provisional 'adoption order within the 

meariing:of seotion 38' of (he Act; " , ' :' ' 
'(c) "the Registrar GeileraT' means' the Registrar Geilel1al for, Northern 

Irelahd;; " ,'; 
(d) ;efeieI\ce to'a Form by number is a ,reference to the FomiasrlumlJer~d, 

in th~" ~?hedllIe~ ',', " ", ' , , " .' .,:':', ':." ' ': 

(c) S.R. & O.(N.I.) 1954, No: i:t 
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PART II 

,COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEI;>INGS 

Notice to welfare authority under section 3(1)(b) of Act 

1235' 

5. Where service of notice to a welfare authority of intention to apply 
for an adoption order is required under sectioIY 3(1)(b) of the Act such notice 
shall be in Form 1 and an affidavit of such service in accordance with Rule 29 
shall be lodged with theCIerk of the Crown and. peage together with' t}le 
copy of any such notice exhibited to the petition in accordance with Rule 9(2). 

A pplication to be by petition , 
6.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2), an application for' an adoption order 

shall be made by petition in Form 2.' , 

, (2) An application for a pt;'ovisiol1-al adoption order under se~tion 3'8 of 
the Act shall be made by petition in Form 3. ' , 

Sittings at which petitions to ' be he(lrd 
7. Every petition shU be listed for headng~t and he~rd at the sitting 

of the Court for equity matters elr on such other day or days 'as the Judge 
may appoint. 

Issue of Petition 
8. The petition shall be submitted, in ,accordance with Rule 29, to the 

clerk of the C:t:own and peace for issuing not less than one month before the 
day appointed for the hearing together with copies for service in accordance 
with Rule 1O(l) an4 a copy for the use of the court; and he ,shall issue the 
petition by assigning a serial number thereto, al1-dend,orsing on the original 
and, copies thereo~ a not~ce of the date of hearing and a,n interim appointment 
of the appropriate. welfare ,authority 'as guar4ian ad litem and shall return 
the copies for service. ' , ". , 

Verification of petition and, docf,{ments to be exhibited thereto " : 
9.-(1) Every petition and every document exhibited thereto utiderpara­

g!:'aph (2) shall be verified by affidavit in the form appended to FO,rms 2 aM 3. 

(2) Every document proper .for ,proving' the statements in the petition 
shall be exhibited thereto and in pafticillar- - , . , , 

(a) where n9tice under section 3(l)(b) of the Act is t~quited to be served' 
on the welfare authority, a copy of the, notice served; . , 

(b) except where the petitioner desires the Court litidersection 5(i)~(the 
Act to dispense with the consent of a' parent orgliatdian of ,t~e infant, 

, a document attested in accerd,ance wiih sec:tion 6(3) of the Act signifying 
the consent of every parent or guardian of the imant in Fol'in 4; , 

(c) ~xcept where the petitioner desires the Court under section 5(3) of the 
Aot to dispense with thet9nsent of his or her "spouse or except where 
the petition is made jointly, by two spouse,s, a ,statutory declaration in, 
Form 5 signifying the consent of the spouse of the petitioner; , 

(d) where the, petition is a joint petition by 'spouses, .iheir'~atriag~ 
certificate or other evidence tif mamage; ., " , , ~, 

(e) where the birth of the infant, has been registered or where the infant 
has been previously adopted, the birth certifioate or, as the case may be, 

.... -3. certified copy-of the-entry -in th~ Adopted, Children. Register.,. referred. 
to'ifl'the Form bf conSent by the parent or guardian;':'-";' ,:",- ',' , 
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(I) except where the petitioner or one of the petitioners is the mother or 
father of the infant or the infant has reached the upper limit of com­
pulsory school age:" the certificate of a fully-registered medical 
practitioner as to the health of the petitioner or petitioners which may 
be in Form 6. . 

8.ervice of petition or notice· of presentation 
10.-(1)" The' petitioner shall, not less than twenty-one days before the 

day .appointed for the hearing of the petition, serve a copy of the petition on 
the guardian ad litem and, unless he desires his identity to be kept confidential, 
upon-

(a) the parents or guardian (if known) of the infant; 
(b) any person liable by virtue of any order or agreement to contribute 

to the support of the infant; 
(c) any person or body having the rights and powers of a parent of the 

infant under section 104 of or paragraph 14(1) of Schedule 5 to the' 
Children and Young Persons Act (Northern Ireland) 1968(d); 

(d) the welfare authority to whom the applicant has given notice under 
section 3(1} of the Act, where such welfare authority is not the guardian 
ad litem; 

(e) any adoption society or, without prejudice to the foregoing, any local 
authority who has taken part in the arrangements for the adoption of 
the infant; and 

(f) any other person whom the court may direct. 

(2) If the petitioner desires, as stated in the petition, that his identity be 
kept confidential he shall, in lieu of a copy of the petition, serve upon the 
persons mentioned in paragraph (J)(a) to (f) 'a copy of a notice in Form 7. 

. .(3) If the petitioner has no solicitor acting for him, the notice in Form 7 
of the presentation of the' petition shall be signed by the clerk of the Crown and 
peace. . 

Notice of objection to the making of an adoption order 
11. Anyone wishing to object to the grant of an adoption order shall within 

ten days of the date of service on him of 'a copy of the petition or, as the case 
maybe, notice' of the presentation of the petition, give. to the clerk of the 
Crown and peace written notice of his intention to object quoting the serial 
numb.er of the petition: 

Appointment of guardian ad lite111: 
, : :1;2.-(1) The clerk of the Crown and peace shall, after receipt of ,the petition, 

make ap. interim apP9intm~rit of the appropriate wel£are authority as a guardian 
ad litem under seotion 11 of the Act, which appointment may be incorporated 
in .the Form of notice to. be .endorsed on the petition at the time of its issue. 

. (2) Such appointment may be confirmed by the Judge or he may make 
another appointment under the said section Il. . 

(3) Rule 14 of Order 3 of the County Court Rules (Northern Ireland) 
1965(e).shall not app!y to the . appointment of a guardian ad litem under this 
Rule. 

'cd) 1968. c. 34 (N.I.), (e) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1965, No. 261. 


