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REGULATIONS, DATED 4TH SEPTEMBER 1969, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER SECTIONS 13 AND 68 OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1958. 

The Mini!)try of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon it by sections 13 and 68 of the Food and Drugs Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1958(a), having consulted with such organisations as appear to it to be 
representative of interests substantially affected by these regulations, hereby 
makes the following regulations:-

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Meat (SteriliZiatjon) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1969 and shall come into operation on 1st 'November 
1969; , 

Interpretation 
2. In these regulations-
''',the Act" means the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958; 
"butchers' meat" means meat from any animal slaughtered in the United 

Kingdom for sale for human consumption; 
"carcase" includesi part of a carcase~ 
"competent authority" means an authority having power under the laws 

in force in any country to examine food and to certify as to its fitness for 
human consumption; 

"imported meat" means meat originating outside the United Kingd.oni; 
"knacker meat" means meat £rom any animal slaughtered in, or from any 

carcase brought into, a knackery in the United Kingdom;' '" 
"meat" does not include bones, blood, poultry, whalemeat or a whole 

dead animal, but does include offal and fat and any product of which 
a principal ingredient is meat: " , 

'''occupier'' means in relation to any slaughterhouse the person licensed jn 
respect thereof under the Slaughterhouses Act (Northern Ireland) 1953(b), 
and in relation to' any knackery the person licensed under Section 105 
of the Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878(c); 

, , 

"processor" means any perllon who in the course of his processing business 
sterilizes meat; 
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"sale by retail" means any sale to a person buying otherwise than for the 
purpose of re-sale but does not include any sale of llleat direct from 
a slaughterhouse or knackery, or; being imported meat, direct from its 
por.t or other place of entry, to-
(a) any hospital, medical or veterinary school or similar institution 

for instructional or diagnostic purposes; 
(b) ,any processor for sterilization by him; 
(c) ,any manufacturing chemist for the manufacture by him of pharma­

ceuticai products; 
(d) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farm or trout farm; or 
(e) any person for preparation for sale by him to a processor or 

manufacturing chemist; 
"slaughterhouse" means a place for slaughtering animals, the fj.esh of. 

which is intended for sale for human consumption, and includes any 
place available in connection therewith for the ·confinement of .animals 
while awaiting slaughter there or for kee:pfug, . or sUbjecting to any 
treatment or process, products of the slaughteri~g of animals there; 

"sterilized" means treated by boiliIlg, or' by steam under pressure until 
every piece of theat is cooked throughout; or dry--rendered, digested. or 
solvent-processed into technical tallow, greases, glues, feeding meals 
or fertilisers. 

Savings 
3. Nothing in these regulations shall-
(a) be construed as derogating from the provisions of the Diseases· at 

Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1958(d} or of any Order made under 
that Act; 

(b) affeCt the disposal u!).der Section 17 of the AgriGuItq.ral Produce (Meat 
Regq.lation and Pig Industry) Act (Northertl Ireland). 1962(e) o~ me~t 
or pig products urifit for human consumption. 

PART H:.:·' j ';" 
' .. " . , . 

UNFIT· BUTCHERS' MEAT AND KNAC~~R 'M:I3AT 

Unfit meat to,be sterilized before refnoval from slaughterhouse 
4~ Subject to the provisioris of these regulations, the. ocCupier of .(1 

slaughterhouse shall not cause orpelinit to be removed itom the slaugqter­
house any meat which is u~t fo~ ihuman consumption, and no person sh:all so 
remove any such meat, unless it has first been steItiIized·: . 

Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedjU.gs. for any contravention 
of this regulation for the defendant to prove ;that he did not know, and could 
not with reasonable diligence have ascertained; that the meat Was unfit for 
human consumption .. 

Meat to be steriiized before removal from kliackery 
5. Subject to the provisions of these ,regulatia:ns, the occupier ·of a knackery 

sh~llnot cause or permit to be removed from the knackery any meat, and 
no person shall so remove any meat, unless it has first been sterilized . 

(d) 1958. c. 13. . (e) 1962 c. 13. 
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Exemptions from regulations 4 and 5 , , 
" 6. Nothing in regulations 4 and ,5 shall apply to the removal from any 

'slaughterhouse or knac;kery of any meat- " 
(a) to any hospital, medical or veterinary s9hoolor similar institution for 

'instruotional or diagnostic purposes; , 
(b) to any processor fo~ sterilization by him, to any manufaoturing 

chemist for the ,manufacture by him of pharmaceutical'products, or to 
,any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farm or trout farm, or to any 
person by ,a,rrangement in writing with an authorised officer f.or prePrur:a· 
tion before further removal to any processm or manufactunng c~emlst 
or' for storage if such meat is in each case removed in a vehIcl~ or 
impervious container which is kept closed and locked at all tImes 
except when necessary for the loading ,or 111iIoading of the contents or 
their examination by ana!uthorised officer and which bears a notice of 
adequate size and',conspicuously visible containing a, distinct, legible 
and unambiguous statement to the effect that· the meat is not for 
human. consumption. ' 

No knacker meat or unfit butchers' meat to be in possession for, sale. unless 
sterilized 
7.-(1) Subject to the provisions of these regulations, no person shall have 

in his possession for the PlJTPose of sale ~)r preparation for saleanybutohers' 
meat which is unfit for human' co;o,sumptionor anyknackermeat u,nless, in 
each case, it is sterilized: ' 

Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedings for any ~ontnj.Vention 
of this regulation for the defendant to prove either-' , 

(a) that he did not know and could not with reasonable diligence have 
ascertained, that the meat was unfit for human consumption or, as the 
case maY,be, was knacker meat, or , 

(b) that he had made arrangellle:(l,ts for it to be sterilized without ,any 
'unnecessa1."y delay. 

(2) Nothing in this regulation shall apply as respects 'any meat i~ 'any 
slaughterhouse or knackery or ,as respects any meat- . 

(a) in the possession .of ,any person while in transit, in a vehicle or 
impervious container which is kept closed and -locked, at all times 
except when necessary for the loading or unloading of the, contents or 
their examination by an authorised officer and which bears a notice of 
adequate size' ,and conspicuously visible containing a' distinct, legi:ble 
and unambiguous statement to the effect that the meat is not for human 
consumption,. from aslalighterhOuse or Imackery to~ 
(i) any processor; 
(ii) any manufactu1ring chemist; 
(iii) any zoological garden,menagerie, mink farm or trout fa-pn; 
(iv) any person by arrangement in writing with an authoriseq. ofij,cer'for 

preparation b~fore remov~l to any processor ormanuf~aturing 
chemist or for storage; , 

(b) in the possession of any person while in ,transit from ii sIaughteThouse 
or knackery to ,any hospital, medical or veterinary school orr simila-r 
institution for instructional or diagnostic purposes; 

(c) on the premises of-
(i)' any processor "for stetmza-tion by him on those pretnises;, 
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(li) any manufacturing' chemist for the manufacture by him on those 
premises of phannaceutJical products; 

(iii) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farnJ. or trout fann; 
(iv) any person by arrangement in writing with an au~horised officer for 

preparation before removal to any .processor or manufacturing 
chemist or for storage on those premises if that person's arrange­
ments are suitable and sufficient for ensuring that the meat is kept 
segregated from other meat-and he does not part with possession 
of the meat otherwise than on its destruction or its delivery or 
consignment to a processor or manufacturing chemist in a vehicle 
or impervious container which is kept closed and locked at all times 
except when necessary for the loading or unloading of the contents 
or their examination by an authorised officer .and which bears a 
notice of adequate size and conspicuously visible containing a 
distinct, legible and unambiguous statement to the effect that the 
meat is not for human consumption; 

(d) in transit -to the premises of any processor or manufacturing chemist 
in '8. vehicle or container in accordance with sub-pamg<mph (c)(iv) 
above. 

Exemptions 
8.-(1) Where there are no facilities 'for sterilization in a' slaughterhouse 

or knackery the provisions of this Part shall not apply as respects any meat 
removed from that slaughterlmuse or knackery by artangement in writing with' 
an authorised officer to a place where it will be sterilized or destroyed. 

(2) Nothing in this Part shall apply in ·relation to imported meat. 

PART III 

IMPORTED MEAT UNFIT FOR. OR Not INTENDED FOR, 
. HUMAN CONSUMPTION 

Requirements when imported meat which is unfit for, or not intended for, 
.. ' human consumption .is stored in. or removed from, the port or other 

place of entry 
9 .• N9 petson shall"remove or cause to be cremoved from its port or other 

place of entry, or place or cause to be plaCed in storage at its port or other 
place of entry-
. (a) any imported meat which is unfit for human consumption, 

(b) any meat, other ;jfuan the meat of a rabbit or hare, imported from the 
Republic of Ireland or the Channel· Islands for the purpose of sale 
othelwise than for human consumption which does not bear a meat 
inspection stamp of a competent authority in the Republic of ireland 
or the Channel Islands, as the case may be, 

(c) any imported meat, other than the meat of a rabbit or hare, which has 
been imported from any, place elsewhere than the Republic of Ireland 
or the Channel Islands without an official certific;:l:te for the time being 
recognised by the Ministry in accordance with the provisions of the 
Imported Food (Northern Lreland) Regulations . 1968(f), 

unless, in each case,. t~ai meat is sterilized or unless every piece thereof or' 
every package contammg any of that meat bears' a. notice of adequate size 

. ,; 
(f) S.I. 1968/98 .. 


