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The Rules of the Supreme Court (Northern Ireland) (No.2) 1969 

We, the Nmthern Ireland Supreme Court Rules Committee, being the 
authority having for the time being power under section 7 of the Northern 
Ireland Act 1962(a) to make, amend or revoke rules regulating the praotice 
and procedure of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Northern Ireland, hereby 
exercise those powers and all other powers enabling us in that behalf as 
follows:~ 

1. In Order XXII rule 1 of the Rules o{ the Supreme Court (Northern 
Ireland) 1936(b) immediately after paragraph (3) there shall be inserted the 
following paragrruph-

"(4) No money shall be paid into court without the leave of the Court 
or a Judge, where, in any cause or matter to which rule 8(1) applies, 
a settlement is reached subject to the approV'al of ,the Court or a Judge 
or where approval of any such settlement is refused." 

2. In Order XXXVI for rule:> 32, 35, 36, 37 and 37 A there shall be 
substituted the following rules-

"32.-(1) The Judge before whom ·an <action is tried (whether with or 
without a jury) may give directions as to the mder in whioh the cases of the 
parties are to be presented and the order of speeches at the trial, <and, 
subject to any such directions, the party to begin and the order of speeches 
shan be that provided by this rule. 

(2) Subject to rparagraph (6), the plaintiff shall begin. 

(3) If the defendant 'does not adduce evidence the plaintiff may, after 
,the evidence on his behalf has been given, make a second speeoh closing 
his case and the defendant shall then state his case. 

(4) If the defendant does adduce evidence he may after any evidence 
on behalf of the plaintiff has been given, open his case and may, if oral 
evidence on his behalf has been given, make a second speech closing his 
case and at the close of the defendant's case 'the plaintiff may make 
a speech in .reply. 

(5) Where there are two or more defendants who appear separately 
or al"e separately represented, 1Jhen-

(a) if none of them elects to adduce evidence, each of them shall state 
. his case in the order in which his name appears on the record; 
(b) if each of them elects to adduce evidence, each of them may open 

his case and the evidence on behalf of each of them shall be given 
in the order aforesaid and the speech of each of them closing his 
case shall be made in that order after the evidence on behalf of all 
the defendants has been given; 

(a) 10 & 11 Eliz. 2 .. c. 30. (b) S.R. & o. No. 70 (II, p. 2559). 
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(c) if some .of them ,adduce evidence andso).11e do not, those who ~o not 
shall state their case in the order aforesaid after the speeoh of the 
plaintiff in reply to the other defendants. 

(6) Where the burden or proof of all the issues in the 'action lies on the 
defendant or, where .there are two or more defendants and they appear 
separately or are separately represented, on one of the .defendants, the 
defendant or that defendant, as the case may be, shall begin and in that case 
paragraphs (2), (3) and (4) shall have effect in relation to, and as between, 
him. and the plaintiff as if for references to the plaintiff an,d. the defendant 
there were substituted references to the defendant and the plaintiff 
respectively . 

. (7) Where, a~ between the plaintiff and any defendant, the party who 
would, but for this paragraph, be entitled to make the final' speech raises 
any fresh point of law in tl:rat spee¢h or cites in that speech any authority 
not previously cited, the opposing party may make a further speech in reply, 
bllt qnly in relation to that point of law or that authority, 'as the. case 
may be. 

(8) For the purposes of this rule a party shall be deemed to adduce 
evidence if he puts in a document whether in the course of cross-e~amination 
dr otherwise, 

35.-(1) Th~ Juqge shall, ,at or 'after the trial, give jUdgment and suoh 
judgment shall be drawn up and filed in the manner proVided by Order XU 
rules 1 and 2~ 

(2) Where a trial is held without a jury and the plaintiff is found to have 
suffered danjage as the result partly of his own fault and partly of ~the fault 
of the defendant, the Judge when giving j"qdgment shan state the total 
damages of the plaintiff and the amount to which tilose damages are to he . 
reduced. 

36. The officer present in court l'ihall at the trial or as soon as practicable 
. thereafter, enter in il register to be kept for that purpose, the ftJllowing-­

(i) the record number ·of the 'action; 
(ii) the date of the trial;. 
(iii) the name of the trial Judge and whether the trial was With or 

without a jury; 
(iv) the title of the aotion; 
(v) the names of counsel 'and of the solicitors; 
(vi) the names of .any witnesses; 
(vii) the questions asked of and the answers. given by the jury where 

the trial was with a jury; 
(viii) particulars of the judgment and of all· orders, direotions and 

certificates (if any); 
(ix) a note of the days ort which the trial Was held and the time spent 

at trial during each day on whi~h the trial was he1d. 

37. The Judge by.whoW a cause 01' matter is tried, whether with or 
without a jury,:).11ay inspect any place or thing with respect to which anY 
question al'ises in the cause or matter, and· whether or 'not he <inspects it, 
may authorise the jury to inspect it, subject to 'any directions he may' 
gi"e; '. 
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37A.-:;-c(1) The proper officer shall take oharge of every doc"\lment or 
,object 'Put in as an exhibit during the trial of any action and shall mark 
or label every exhibit with a letter indicating the party by WhODl it is put in 
and shall number each patty's exhibits ·consecutively. . 

{2} The proper officer shall cause a list to be made of all exhibits in the 
. action, and any party may, on payment of the prescribed fe(l; have an 

office copy of that list. 
(3) The list of exhibits when completed shall be attached to the pleadings 

~nd shall fOrin pant of the record of the action. 
(4) For the purpose of this rule a bundle Qf documents may be treated 

and counted as one e~hibit. 

,37B. It shan be the duty of every party to an action who has put in any 
, .exhibit to apply to . the proper officer imlJlediately 'ilfter, the tdal fQr the. 

. return of the exhibit, and, so far as is practir;:able regard being had to the 
n.ature of the exhibit, to keep it duly marked and labelled a~.before; ~o that 
iti: the, event of an appeal to the Court of Appeal ort4.e House of Lords, 
he may 'be able to' produce the exhibit so marked and labelled ,1),t the 
hearing of the appeal incase he is required by the Court of Appeal, the 
Iiouse of Lprds or another party to do so. 

, '37C.-(I) :t>~cument~' i~pounded by order of the COlIrt shall not be 
delivered out of the custody of the Court except in compliance' with an 
order made by a, Judge on all application made by SUll1illons; . 

PrQviqed that wheteth~ Attorney General when acting on behalf of the 
Crown makes a writtenl'equest in 'that behalf, documents So impounded 
shall be delivered into his custody. . " 
'. , (2) Documents impounded by order of the Court, while in the custody 

.' .' ' of the C0utt, 'shall not be inspected except by a person authorised to do so.. 
" : by 'an orde! of the Judg~." 

3. For 'Order XLI there shail be substituted the Order XLI set .out ln 
Schedule I hereto. 

, 4; In Order XLII for r,ule 17', there shall be' ~ubstitute<1: . the' following 
rule~ 

"17.--(1) Every person to whom ,any sum of money or any costs are 
payable under a judgment or order shalt so soon as the money or, costs 
become payable, be entitled, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), to sUe out 
one or more writs of fieri facias to enforce payment ·thereof. . 

(2) Except with -the leave of the Court or a Judge, a writ of ·fieri facias 
shall not issue to enforce payment under a judgmeut obtained in de£ault of 
,appearance ofidefence, as ,the. case may be, unless the judgment creditor 
has first- ' 
" {a} sent by :recorded delivery to th(l jUdgment debtor, at his ,last known 

or usual place of abode, 7 days befo'J;e he sues out the. writ, a notice 
" .in Form 1B of Appendix Hgivingthe judgment debtor notice of the 

judghleut and' informiug 'him that a writ of fieri faCil;ls may issue by 
virtue of which his goods may be sold in, satisfaction of the amount 

• 0 ,of mon~y, payaple ;under the judg$.ent; l;l,nd '. 
; (b) filed in tM OentralOffice a certificate in' FormIC of Appendix H 

. ., to which is a,ttached the ~ertificate of posting in respect of the 
Ilotice sellt to the judgment debtor by recorded delivery in accordance 
with this rule.·. 



· No. 177 Supreme Court 701' 

(3) Where a judgment or order is for payment within a period sta·ted 
in the judgment or order, a writ of fieri facias shall not be issued until after 
the expiration of any such period. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of rule 11(2) o(this Order, a 'party 
seeking to issue.execution who has not given the certificate prescribed by 
that rule may issue a writ of fieri facias or other process directing the sheriff 
to pay the proceeds of the execution into Court. 

(5) The praecipe for a writ issued under the preceding paragraph shall 
be in Form "IB in Appendix G. 

(6)The Form of writ of fieri facias issued under paragraph (4) of this 
rule shall be in Form lA in Appendix H. 

(7) Notice of any payment into Court under this rule shall be given by 
the under sheriff to the plaintiff, his solicitor or agent and to any other 
person specified in .the judgment, order, or award, and shall be in Form 4A 
of Appendix B subject to such modifications as may be necessary," 

5. In Order LII rule 11 shall be revoked. 

6. Order LXII shall be amended as follows-
(1) for rule 23 there shaH be substituted the following rule-

"23.-(1) An order in the Queen's Bench Division which directs the 
manner in which any funds in court shall be dealt with must, where 
appropriate, be in Form 7, 7A or 7B of Appendix M. 

(2) The Registrar must send any such order to the Accountant 
General as soon as practicable after he has signed it." 

(2) rule 40 shall be revoked. 

7. Order LXV shall be amended as follows-
(1) in rules 2,3,4 and paragraph (41) of rule 61 the words "under his hanil, 

on the certificate of the Registrar or other proper officer", shall be 
d~leted. 

(2) paragraph (11) of rule 61 shall be deleted. 

8. At the end of Order XCI, rule 1, the following paragraph shall be 
added-

"(2) In these Rules a reference to the marking of judgment shall include 
a reference to the giving, drawing up and filing of a judgment where the 
context so permits." 

9. Form 19 in Appendix B of the Rules of the Supreme Court shall be 
revoked. 

10. For Form 7 in Appendix M of the Rules of the Supreme Court there 
shall be substituted the Forms 7, 7A and 7B in Schedule II hereto. 

11. For the Forms 1-18 in Appendix F of the Rules of the Supreme Court 
there shall be substituted the Forms 1.9 in Schedule III hereto. 

12. The Forms 1B and IC in Schedule IV hereto shall be inserted 
immediately after Form lA in Appendix H of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court. 



70'2. Supreme Court No. 177 

13. 'Tbese rules may be cited as the Rules of the Supreme Court (Northern 
Ireland) (No.2) 1969, and come into force on the 1st September 1969. 

Date: 27th June 1969. 

(Signed) MacDermott 

Robert Lowry 

E W.lones 

A. McGonigal 

Donald Murray 

Leonard 1. G. Fox 

lames I. Napier 


