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REGULATIONS, DATED 22ND MAY 1969, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTIONS 10 ;\ND 13 OF THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROAD 
TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1930. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exeroise of the powe["s vested in it by 
sections 10 and 13 of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1930(a), and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby 
makes the following Regulations:-

Citation and Commencement . 
1. These Regulations may be cited .as.the Motor Vehicles (International 

Motor Insurance Card) (Northern Ireland) Regulations 1969, ~nd shall come 
into operaiionon 1st June 1969. 

Revocation 
2. The Motor Vehicles (International Motor Insurance Card) (N orbhern 

Ireland) Regulations 1963(b) are hereby revoked. 

interpretation 
3. In these regulations-
"the Act" means the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act (Northern 

Ireland) 1930;· 
"authorised insurer" has the same meaning as in section 5(1) of the 

. Assurance Companies Act (Northern Ireland) 1947(c)~ 
"British Bureau" means the. Motor Insurers' Bureau incorporated under 

the Companies Act 1929 of 1Jhe Parliament of the United Kingdom(d), 
and having its registered office at Aldermary House, Queen Street, 
London, E.C.4; 

"Foreign Bureau" means a centml organisation set up by motor insurers 
in any country outside the United Kingdom, the Isle of Man and the 
Channel Islands for the purpose of giving effect to international arrange­
ments for the insurance of motorists against third-party risks when 
entering countries where insurance against suClh risks is compulsory, 
and with which organisation the British Bureau has entered into such 
an arrangement; . 

"hired motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle which is:-
(a) designed for private use and with seats for not more than eight 

persons excluding the driVe[", and 
(~) specified in an insurance card, and 
(c) last brought into Northern Ireland by a person making only a 

temporary stay therein, and 
. (d) owned and let for hire by a person whose business includes the 

letting of vehiCles for hire and whose principal place of business 
is outside the United Kingdom; 

(a) 20 & 21 Geo. 5. c. 24 (N.I.). 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.J.) 1963, No. 75. 

(c) 1947. c. 1. 
(d) 19 & 20 Geo. 5. c. 23. 
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"hiring visit<iif" means a person,to whom a hired motor vehicle is let on 
hire, who is making only a temporary stay in Northern lreland and is 
named as the insured,Qr lis~rof that vehicle in the insurance card in 
which that vehicle is specified; 

"insurance card" -'means an international mototinsurance card issued under 
. the authority of a Foreigu Bureau or of the British Bureau which is 
green in colour and, either itt English or a foreign language, in the form 
specified in Part I of the Schedule and which i:h the case of each entry 
into the United Kingdom of. the motor vehicle specified in the caJd 
during the period of validity so specified hfls attached thereto one or 
more pages green in colour and, either in English or a foreign language, 
in the form specified in Part U of the said Schedule, eaoh ·of which said 
pages is hereinafter referred to as a "duplicate page"; 

",the Ministry" means the Minristry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland; 
"1::rade licence" has the same meaning as in the Vehicles (Exci,se) Act 

(Northern Ireland) 1954(e); ". . 
"visitor" means a petsonbringing a motor vehicle into Northern Ireland, 

making only a temporary stay therein and named iu an insurance card 
as the insured or user of the vehicle, and includes a hiring' visitor who 
brings a hiifed motor vehicle into Northern Ireland, but no other hiring 
visitor. 

Validity of insurance card 
4.~( 1) An insurance card .shall be valid for the purposes of these regulations 

only if-
(a) the card hears on page 1 thereof the name of the Foreign Bureau or 

the British Bureau, as the case may be, under whose authority the ca,rd 
was issued; 

(b) the motor vehicle specified in the oard is. brought into the United 
Kingdom during the period of validity so specified; 

(c) the application of the card in Northern lrela:nd is indioated thereon; 
(d) all relevant information . provided for in the card has been inscribed 

therein; . 
(e) the oard has been duly signed by the visitor, by the insurer named in 

the card and, in the case of a hired motor vehicle, by every hiring visitor 
who is named ip. the oard as the insured or uself- thereof. 

(2) The information required to be inscribed in paragraphs (2), (3) and (8) 
on page 3 of the oard is: - . 

(a) in the said paragraph (2), the naDle of the Foreign BUft?au or the 
British Bureau,as the case may be, under whose authority the 9a,rd was 
issued; and '. ., " 

(b) in the said paragraph (3), the name an4 'addresso~ the insured visit'or and 
of every person who is, as r~speots ahired Ulotor vehicle, a hiring visitor, 
and 

(d in the said paragraph (8), the name and address of the insurer.authorised 
to issue the card by the. Foreign Bqreau or the British Bureau, as the 
case may ·be, and by whom the card was issued. 

Third-party risks arising out of the use of motOr vehicles by visitol's 
5.0-(1) As respects the use on a road of a motor vehicle speGified in a valid 

in snrancecard; .. -being. use"by.,the· visitor to. whom·the·card -was-issued;-.{}r.l~y . 

(e) 1954. c. 17. 
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any hiring visitor named therein:, or by any other person on the order or with 
the permission of the said visitor or of ~y such hiring visitor, section 6 of the 
Act shall have effect ·as though the said card were a policy of insurance 
complying with' the requirements of and having effect for the purposes of 
Part II of the Actin relation to such .use: " 

Provided that where ,the said motor vehicle remains in the United Kingdom 
after the expiry of the· per~od of validity ~pecified in the card, then as respects 
any period whilst it so remains during which the vehicle is in Northern Ireland 
the said card shall not be regarded as· having ceased to be· in force for the 
purposes of the said seotion 6 by reason only of efHuxion of the period of 
validity specified in ,the card. . 

For the purposes of this paragraph a motor vehicle shall be deemed not 
to: have left the United Kingdom whilst it is only in transit between different 
paFts of the United Kingdom. 

(2) Any reference in this regulation aild in the next two following regulations 
to the use on a road of a 'motor vehicle shall not include any use of the vehicle 
for the purpose of delivering: it Ito Qr for the visitor at some place other than 
the place of entry of the vehiCle into Northern Ireland, whioh is authorised 
under a trade licence. 

Claims 
. 6.-(1) For the purposes of section 11 of the Aot, a valid insurance card 

shall have effect as though it were a certifioate of !insurance issued by an 
authorised insurer and in relaHon to any claim in respect of any such liability 
as is required. to be covered by a policy of insurance under section 7 of the 
Aotand ari~ing out of the use on a road of a motor vehicle specified in such 
a card by the visitor to whom at was issued, by any hiring visitor named therein, 
or by any other person on the order or with the permission of the said visito:;: 
or of any such hiring visitor, the person against whom the claim is made shall 
in lieu of. making ,the statement and giving the particulars referred to in 
section 21(1) of the Motor Vehicles ~nd Road Traffic Aclt (Northern Ireland) 
1934(f), give to the person making the claim, on his demand, the serial letter 
or letters. and number shown in the c!lrd, the name of·;the Bureau under whose 
authomty it was issued and the name and address of the persons specified 
therein as the insured. 

(2) Any person making or intending to make any such claim as is mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph shall give notice of ,the claim in writing to the 
British Bureau as soon as practicable after the happening of 1ili.e event out 
of which the claim arose specifying the nature of the claim and ·against whom 
it is made or intended to be made ... ·:· . 

(3) Where owing to the presenCe on a road"of a motor vehicle specified in 
an insurance .oard, an accident occurs involving personal injury to a person 
other than the driver of the vehicle, and by reason of section 11 of the Act, 
as modified' oy paragraph (1); the insurance card, together with a duplioaJte 
page, is produced to a membeif of the Royal Ulster Constabulary or at a Royal 
Ulster Constabulary station, that member or a member at thalt station may 
detach the duplicaJte page from the card and arrange for its retention for the 
purposes of recording or producing .insurance paruculars relaJting to the 
accident. 

Evidence in civil proceedings 
7. In any civil proceedings in respect of any such liability as is required 

to be) cQyeg~g J'.y',.;l!:. P'QJJcy ()tftH~~!.a1:l.~e.1!!1?~~. seetio? ? c:f, the. ~ct and arising 

(f) 24 & 25 Geo: 5. c. 15 (N';I}. ", 
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out of the use o~ a rO!;l.dof..a ·ll).ptor ;y~hicle .sp~ified '~a .valid i,rtsur:mce. ca~d; 
the prod~ctio:Q. of. thy ,d'-Q.p'Ueate, page:,det~che<1.by a melD1b~r !of ther:R<;>yal 
Ulster Constabulary i~ pursualJ,ce Q~ Reg!.llatiQ~ .. 6(3): snaIl be evidence that 
the person sPecified in .the c!;lrd· as tlIe. insured . h~s. ·du.1y signe<;l; .. the ; forIP-of 
authority specified in paragraph (4)~on,page4 oLthe ¢::trd;iU~le$s.the.~ontrary 
is proved. '.'':; .. " .... ,.;,.::- ....... ,';: . ,'j" • : ••• 

Production of insuraiz~e. CCl~·d. "~n,: ~pp.ltf.'aiiqh /pr e,~c!se'li<;e~qe' ',' . 
8, Any visiJtor or' hi~g visi~Qr applyiJ::tg fQt: a lice:Q.ce. un4er :the, Vehic1e~ 

(Excise) Act (Not1he.~ :Ire1a:Q.d)t1954 for it motor,Yehicle. specified· in a v(lljd 
insurance card in which he is named as the insure9,l1J!ay; dgri:Q.g the period of 
validity specified 4:t the.,card, i~.lieu o{ prodj.lc~ng· to tlIe licen~:p.g .authority 
such evidence as:is Jequir~<l by. r#t. J 9f ·the .¥ptor qat:s .(t:Qird Party. Ri*s) 
(North~m Ireland) Regulations' 1934(g), producl'},,~~9.b,,! a. ;c~r4 to' the· licynsing 
au;thonty: . 

. ". ~":\' ~ <;. ',; " ~ .~. I, :~. .':/ , 

Requirements in cormedion -WItH duplic~te 'pagel' .... ' .,' 
9. The Inspect9T Generai shall withoht 'Chai'ge :'.:.:....." . 
'". ":,, ~··!~i···~~·.' ,".~ " ..••. ,~." "~! • 

(q.) fumish to me Ministry or the British. Bureauqp.'deque~t ,pr. to.,ap,.! 
authorised insurer on request by the British Bureau any information 
relating to the content's of a duplicate page which may have' heeil 

. de1lachedqy a l11~mberQf, ~h~Rqyal Ulstyf:Cqnst&ibulary ll;nder 
. Regulatio.p:, 6(3)., jncolli.le~tion. 'Yith .. fl)l ~cyjdent;. a:p.d 

.(b) f01'ward' to the- British .Bureau 'or to' an, authorised- insur~r on request 
by the British Bureau any such duplicate'page and' the British Bllreau or 

.,the authorisedinsurer,,·as the case'may be,.,shall as sooil.as.;practicab1c 
retum the ·duplicat¢·· page to the ,Inspector !GeneraL' . ' 

• " , , • , "i 't •. ; : ' . I',' ~ ; : 

Special provision for motor vehicles from Great Britain .: '., ' 
10. In the ease 0f a motorvehide ,broughtftoili,Great'Btitain into NortJhen'l. 

Ireland by a person maIq.ngoil1y'atemporery.:staY'ih Northern !lrelancl;, a.'Pdli9Y 
6f insurance or'~asecutity which complie'~rwith '1)he R~adTtaffi9 Act. 1:960,(h) 
and which covers the dii'ving9f the motbr,"ve1iticlein· Nortliern Irel~d and 
any certificate 6f Nlstinirtce ·0r·certificate 'of'security-in:.tespect ,of such policy 
or security shall have effect 'as a policy of insurance ora security' or a. certificate 
of insurance or certificate ·of s.ecllrity. respectiyely, ,for. ,14e. purp0ses '9f Pa,rt II 
of the Aot and of Pant 1.0£ the Motor. C.aTs· (Xhitd,P.arty Risks).(Northem 
Ireland) Regi.llations;1934.· ~. ," ,' .. :.... ..;. " :" . 

Sealed with the Official Se~i ~f fue Min.istrY=~f :ao~~'A~ai~~ .f~i:·No~hem 
Ireland t:Qis 22nd; daX, of,}11;lY: 196~.~_.. :. , .. ,. '. '" 

(L.s.) 
',; . ,. 'W;· fi: Roblnson.' . 

". .:': ", A$·~i~tanf~ret!llY. 
." : ";-.i fl •. 

" : 

" .,. , ; : 

. : , ~ . .', ~ . '. ,". 
" " ~.;. " ,! , -;. '" 

" : . : ,- ~ ~ " 

:,," ',', :': ~ " ":.", 

-:' . 
Z., ",' .. '" ('.J 

(&) S.R. 8!; o. (N.I.) 1934, No .. 109. 
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(In this Sqhedi.lle, references to theC.onvention of 1949 are references to the 
Convention on Road Traffic concluded at Geneva in the year 1949(i).) 

PART I 

FORM OF INSURANCE CARD 

PAGE 1 

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR INSURANCE CARD 
CARTE INTERNATIONALE D'ASSURANClj: AUTOMOBILE 

(i) Cmd. 7997. 

17/\ 

Issued under the Autlwrity of 

By 


