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REGULATIONS, DATED 19TH APRIL 1968, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE ROAD'TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
1955. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
Section 4 of the ,Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1955(a) and of all 
other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following 
Regulations: -

Citation 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Construction 

and Use) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1968. 

2. The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1967(b) shall have effect as though-

(1) in Regulation 6(1), for the figures and word "13 metres", there were 
substituted the figures and word "15 mettes"; 

(2) for Regulation 14 there were. substituted the following Regulations:­

"View to the front 
14. Every motor vehicle shall be so designed and constructed that the 

driver thereof while controlling the vehicle can at all times have a full view 
of the road and traffic ahead of the motor vehicle. 

Windscreen wipers 
14A.-(1) The windscreen of every motor vehicle, which is so con­

structed that the driver cannot obtain an adequate view to the front of the 
vehicle without looking through the windscreen by opening the windscreen 
or otherwise, shall be fitted with one or more efficient !;lutomatic windscreen 
wipers. 

(2) Subject to the next following paragraph the windscreen wipers 
required by the la~t prec~ding paragraph shall be capable of clearing the 
windscreen so that the driver has an adequate view of the road in front 
of the near and off sides of the vehicle in addition to an adequate view to the 
front of the vehicle. 

(3) Paragrwph (2) shall apply in the case of vehicles registered 
on or after the 1st October 1969 on and after that date,and,. in 
the case of vehicles registered before that date, on and after 1st October 
1972, being in either case vehicles such as are described in paragraph (1). 

Windscreen washers 
14B.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) every motor vehicle, the windscreen 

of which is required to be .fitted with one or more efficient automatic 

(a) 1955. c. 27. (b} S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1967, No. 75. 
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windscreen wipers by virtue of Regulation 14A or Regulation 46 of the 
Public Service Vehicles (Construction) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1960(c), shall be fitted with a windscreen washer capable of clearing, in 
conjunction with thpse windscreen wipers; the area of the windscreen 
swept by those windscreen wipers of mud or other similar deposit. 

(2) This Re~lation ~hall not apply to 'land tractors, vehicles which are 
incapable by reason of their construction of exceeding 20 miles per hour on 
the level under their own power or vehicles being used for the time being 
as stage carriages ot on any journey incidental to such use and shall apply 
in respect of the vehicles specified in paragraph (3) of Regulation 14A 
as from the dates specified therein in relation to those vehicles."; 

(3) for Regulation 48 (Ovevall length of Trailers) there were substituted 
the following Regulation: _. ' 

"Overall length 
48.-(l) Save as provided in paragraph (2), the overall length of a 

trailer shall not exceed 7 metres: 
Provided that the said maximum length may be i2 metres in the case 

of 'a tvaileF which...,.-' 
(a) has not less than 4 wheels and where the distance between the centres 

of the respective areas of contact with the toad of the foremost and 
the rearmost wheels on the same side of the trailer is not less than 
three-fift1!sofits over~l1 length; and 

(b) is drawn by a motor vehicle having an unladen weight of 2 tons 
or more. 

(2) This Reguiation shall ~~t apply-
(a) to a trailer constructed and normally used for the conveyance of 
, indivisible load'l of exceptional length; 
(b) to a land implement; , 
(c) to a trailer forining part 'of ali articul~ted vehicle; 
(d) to any broken dowi,1 vehicle which is being drawn by a inotor vehicle 

in ·co:o,sequence ,of ,the breakdown;, 
, (e) to a trailer which is a trolley, vehicle in course of construction or 

, delivery; or 
{f) to any: trailer which is drying or mixing plant designed fOF the pro· 

4uction of asphalt or of bituminous or tar macadam ,and used niainly 
for the con~truction~ repair or maintenance ,of roads or which is 
a road plani:ng J)l~chine used as aforesaid if; in any such case, the 
ovemll'length of the tr·ailer together with that of thetnotor vehicle 
by which it is drawn does not exceed 60 feet. 

(3) For the purposes of this Regulation, the overall length of a trailer 
shall be treated as excluding ~ny part of th~ trailer designed ptimarily for 

,'use as a mearis of attacli,ing it toanothet vehicle and any fitting designed 
for use ,in conrj.ection with; a,ny. such part."; , ' 

, (4) in Reg~lation 89; ~fter pa~agraph (4), there were Inser):ed the following 
paragraph: -

"( 4A) Where a, motor, vehicl~ is dr~wing, two ti~ilers only one such 
trailer maye4peed 7 mettes iIi' 0,:,e.ra1l1ehgth, and, where a motor vehiGle is 

'drawing three . trailets, no t:milet in 'the combination of' vehicles shall 
, exceed 7, metres in overall l~ngth."; 

(c) S.R. & O. (N.!:) 1960, No. 91. 


