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REGULAnONs, bATED. THE 5TH DAY OF APRIL. 1968, . MADE BY THE 
MINISTRY' OF HOME AFFA:IRS FOR 'NORTHERN IRELAND UNDER SECTION 4 
.OF THE ROAD' TRAFFIC ACT (NORT~ERN IRELAND) 1955. '. 

, I 

The Mi:trist:ryof Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
S~tiOlf 4 Of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1955(a) and ;all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following Regulations:--

Citation 
-1. These Regulations may be cited as th~ Motor Vehicles (Direction 

indic~tbrs ,and~ Stop Lights) Regulations .(Northern Ireland) 19,68. 
" . ~ - . " . " 

Regulations Revoked . 
'.' i .. The Mo.tor VePicles (pitection 'Indicators) Regulations (Northern 

ltela,nd) ~9.54(b), the .Motor Vehicles (Stop Lights) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1954(~) and tJ;le Motor Vehicles (Stop Llghts) (Amendment) Regula­
tions (Northern Ireland) 1957(d)'are h~reby revok,ed, . 

Interpretation . 
3. In these Regulations, and in the Schedule thereto, the following 

expressions have the meaP-ings hereby respectively assigned to them, that is 
to say:~' ..,. " . . 

(a) "direction indicator" 'means a device' fitted: t6 a motor vehlcie or to 
a traHer f0r ~th~purpose of jn~imating the. intention of the sIq.vf! to 
ohange the dIrectIOn of the vehlcle to the nght or to the left;' . . 

'(b) "trailer;': means a vehicle drawn 'bya motor vehicle; 
(c) "close-coupled" in relation to a tr.ailer means that the wheels on the 

same side of the trailer are so fitted that at all times while it is in motion 
they remain parallel to the longitudinal axis of the trailer, and that the 
distance between the centres of their respective areas of contact with 
the road surface does not exceed 33 inches; 

(d)"stop light" means a device fitted to a motor vehicle or to a trailer 
drawn by a motor vehicle for the purpose of intimating the intention of 
the driver of the vehicle to stop or slow down. 

Direction Indicators 
4.-(1) Save as provided in paragraph (3) of this Regulation, every motor 

vehicle registered on or after 1st January 1936 which is fitted with a direction 
indicator shall-,-

(a) if it is a vehicle fitted with eleotric lighting equipment, comply with the 
provisions relating to .direction indicators contained in either Part I or 
Part II or Part IlJ of the Schedule to these Regulatiol;ls, or 

(a) 1955 .. c .. 27. 
(b) S,R, ~ O. (NJ.) 19541 Nc;>. 7$, 

(c) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1954, No. 76. 
(d) S,R, ~ 0, (N.I.) 19571 Nc;>. 24~ 
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(b) if it is a vehicle not so fitted, comply with the provisions relating to 
dire~tion indiCators contai~ecl in Part V of the said Schedule. 

(2) Save as provided in paragraph (3) of this Regulation, every trailer 
manufactured after 1st July 1955 which is fitted with a direction indicator shall 
comply with the provisions relating to c;lirection indicators contained in either 
Part III or Part VI of the Schedule. . 

(3) EVery motor., vehicle (other than a two,-wheeled motor cycle with Qr 
without a sidecar attached) registered on or after 1st October ·1998 which is 
fitted with Ii directiofl. indicator shall comply with :the ptov.isions fl!Iatip.g to 
direction indicators contained in Part III of the Schedule, and any trailer drawn' 
by such a motor vehicle; or by a motor vehicle regilltered before that date: and 
titted with direction ~ndicators in accordance' with tp,bse provisions, shall he 
t;tted with direction inclicators in accordance with those provision~.. . 

Stop Lights 
5.-(1) Every ~top light fitted to, a motor vel;1icle registered on or after 

1 st January 1936 or· toa trailer shall be. fitted, at th~ rear of tp,e vehicle ano 
not to the left of the centre thereof andwhen in operation 'shall show' a req or 
amber light: , . .' 

Provided that nothing in this paJ;agr~ph shall prevent the fitting of a dllpIicate 
stop light on"the left or nearside' of tM 'vehicle whieh (except'Wl,len thy stop 
light fitted on the right or offside of the vehicle is shOwmga flashing light as 
aditection indicator) comes into operation ,at the same time as the stop light 
.fitted at the centre, or on the right or offside' of the vehicle: . . .... 

(2) Every light shown by a stop light shall be diffused by means; of frosted 
glass or other adequate me,ans mid shall be ./1 steady light. ".: 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry ~f Home Aff~irs forN~~theFn 
Ireland, this 5th day of April 1968 in the p~esence of .' 

(L.s.) w:(j~ Robinson, 
A~sistant Secretary. 

, . 
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SCHEDULE 

Direction Indicators 

Aiternative provisions in Part I or II as respects dil'ection indicators on motor 
vehicles registered before, as well as on certain .motor cycles registered after, 
1st October 1968 fitted with electric lighting equipment. 

PART 1 
1. Every direction indicator fitted to a vehicle in compliance with this Part of 

this Schedule shall be, when in operation, in the form of an illuminated sign of 
a minimum illuminated length of 6 inches and .a maximum illuminated breadth not 
exceeding one-fourth of the illuminated length, imd shall show either a steady or 
a 'flashing light. 

2. Save' as provided in the next following .paragraph as respects additional 
indicators, every direction indicator shall be so designed and fitted that-

(a) it is not. more than 6 feet behind the base of the wind-sl;:reen; and 
(,b) .when in operation- . 

(i) it temporarily alters the outline of the vehicle to the extent of at least 
,.6 inches measured horizontally; 

(ii) the outermost point of the direction indicator is at least 6 inches fllrther 
£i'oin the longitudinal axis of the vehicle than is the outermost point vf 
the driver's cab, or of the side -of the body immediately behind the driver's 
seat; 

(iii) the illuminated surface is visible at' a reasonable distance both from 
the fwnt and the rear of the vehicle; and 

(iv) it remains steady: 
P.vovided tl;l~t sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph shall not apply in the case of 

a pillarless saloon motor car if the direction indica-tor is not situated behind th¢ 
widest part of the body. For the purposes of this proviso a p.illarIess saloon motor 
car means a motor car which has an enclosed body and four 400rs and no vel1tical 
pillar between ·the doors on either side and isa passenger vehicle adapted to carry 
not more than seven passengers exclusive of the driver. 

3.-(1) An additional indicator may be fitted at the tear of any vehicle on any 
side.to which.there is fitted an indicator not.being an additional indicator. Such 
additional indicator shall either-

(a) be in. the form specified -in .paragraph 1 of this Part of ·this Schedule arid 
shall, except when a trailer is being drawn, be visible at a reasonable distance 
from any point to the rear of the vehicle; or . 

(b) comply with the requirements of sub-paragraph (1) of p!lJragraph 3 and of 
paragraph 5 of Part II of this Schedule as respects indicaiors showing a 
flashing light to the rear. 

(2) An additional indicator may be fitted' at the front of any vehicle on 'any side 
to which there is fitted an indicator not being an additional indicator. Such 
additional indicator shaH comply with the requirements of sub-pa,ragraph (nof 
paragraph 3 and of paragraphs 4 and 5 of Part·II of this Schedule as tespects 
indicators showing a flashing light to the front. . 

4. Any direotion indicator intended to indicate a right hand turn shall be fitted 
only .to the right of the longitudinal axis of the vehicle ang one intended to indicate 
a left hand turn shall be fitted only to the left of that axis: 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to any direction indicator being an 
iidditipnal indjcator fitted ·to a vehicle before 1st April 1955. 

5. Every direction indicator shall be at a height of not more than 7 feet 6 inches 
nor less than 1 foot 5 inches above the level of the gro).lnd. . 

6.-(1) The illuminated colour of every direotion indicator shall-' 
(a) if it shows both to the front and to the rear, be amber; 
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(b}if it shows ~mly to the front, be amber or white; and 
(c) if it shows only to the rear, be amber or red. 

(2) The light emitted by every direotion indicator shall be diffused by frosted 
glass .or other adequate .means. 

7. EverY direction indicator showing a flashing light shall when in operation show 
a light which flashes constantly at the rate of hot less than 60 nor niore than 120 
flashes per minute, each flash being of such duration as to permit the light to achieve 
its full brightness and to be fully observable to the eye at a reasonable distance. The 
light shall begin to flash not ~ater than one second after the swit~h of the indicator 
is operated arid between each flash there shall be an interval observable to the .eye. 

8. The following requirements shall be eomplie4 with as respects thedirectlori 
indicators on a vehicle- . 

(a) not less than one indicator on each side to which indicators are'fitted shall 
be so designed and pttedthat the driver when· in his seat can readily be aware 
when it is in operation; or . 

(b) the vehicle shall be equipped with a device or deviCes. so designed and fitted 
,that, when the switch actuating the indicator or indicators on'one side of the 
vehicle is operated, the device or deviCes shall-
(i) if and so long as every indicator not being an additional indicator fitted 

on, that side of the vehicle is in opemtion, together with the indicator on 
that side, if a 'trailer is drawn, of the trailer (or if more than one trailer 
is drawn, the rear-most trailer), give a warning readily vi,sible or audible 
to the driver when in his seat; and 

(ii) in any other 'ease give no warning or a warning different from that given 
if the conditions of head (i) of this sub-paragraph are satisfied. 

9. Every direction indicator shall be so fitted tha,t when not in operati<m it will . 
rt,otbe likely to mislead the driver of' any other vehicle ot aJ:1.Y per-~on controlling 
traffic. . . 

. ' 10. A,ny reference in this Schedule to the side of a vehicle shall be taken to 
include that part of the front or 'the back of the vehicle which is on that side ofth.e 
vehicle. 

. 11. Every direction indicator fitted to either side of a vehicle together with every 
indicator on that side of apy trailerdtawn by the vehicle, while so drawn, shall be 
opemted by one and the same switch and not otherwise. 

. In this Scheduie the term "switch" inclucles any control or device by which 
aditection indicator can :be operated or its operation cancelled .. 

PART II" 

1. Subject to. the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Part 'of this Schedule" every 
direction indica,tor fiitted to a vehicle in compliance with this Part of this Schedule 
s.haii be. in the f\>rl)J'of a lamp which, when in operation, shows' a flashing light visibJe 
at ,a reasonable distance f~om both the fr.ont ;and reM of the vehicle. . ..' 

2. Every such indicator shall be so designed and ·fitted that-
(a) it is not mote than 6 feet behind the bllse ·of the wind-screen; 
(b)' both the minimum illuminated area showing to the front and the minimum 

illuminated area' showing to tl\erear shall~ 
.... (i)' be not less than. 3!, square inches in e~terit in the case·Of either a vepicle 

the unladen weight of whiehdoes hot exceed 2 tons or a passenger vehicle 
adapted to carry not more tha.n F.pass~)lgers, ex;clusive of the driver, 
.if iIi either case the vehicle is not bemg lJS~, e;xcept iii ~ cllse·of.~Ii1ergency, 
to draw a trailer other than one with less than four wheels or a four­
wheeled trailer having two close-coupled wheels on each side; 

Cii) be not l~ss .. .tha)l 14 square inches jJ:1. .ex;tent il1 any other C\lse. •. 



----~-----~--- _.- --------- -

No .. 93 Motor -Vehicies 339 

: ,3.-(1)' Subject to ,the pr'ovisi6ns of ,sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph, in Heu 
of a direotion indicator in respect of which the provisions' of paragraphs 1 and 2·of 
this Part of this Schedule are complied with, two indicators.may be fitted to any side 
of a vehicle and shall be so designed and fitted that- , 

(a) when in operation one of the indicators 'on one side shall show a.f1ashing 
light visible front a reasonable distance to the front of the vehicle and the 
other indicator on that side shall,except when a trailer is being drawn,show 
a flashing Ught visible from a reasonable distance to rthe tear of the vehicle; 

(b). every such indicator shall be so placed that the centre ·ofil:$ illuminated 
area is not more than 16 inches nearer to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle 
than is the outermost paDt oLthe vehicle which is comprised in the overall 
width of the vehicle on the side on which the indicator is placed, except that 
in the case of a public service vehicle having combined rear and side entrances 
·the ileat side indicator showing a flashing light to the rear of the vehi9le may 
be so placed that the centre of its illuminated area is not more than 30 inches 
nearer to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle than ,the said outermost part 
of the vehicle; and 

(c) the minimum illuminated area showing to the front or rear as the case may 
be shall be that prescribed in paragraph 2 of this Part of this, ~chedllie. 

. (2) Whilst a vehicle IS dr<1wiJig a trailer or trailers the preceding provisions of 
this paragraph shall h.ave effect subject to the following modifications:-o--; .' 

(a) there shall be .carried on either side of the trailer or the rearmost trailer as 
. the case may be ail indicator so designed ,and fitted that when in operation 
it complies with,the provisions of Part III or Part VI of ·this Schedule; and 

(b) it shaH not be neQessary for an 'indicator shOWIng a flashing: 'lig~t to the 
rear to be carried on either side of the vehicle. 

, This 'sub-paragraph shall not apply where the trailer or the rearmost trailer as 
the case may, be is of an unladen weight not exceeding' 2 hundredweigl:ltor 'Yas 
manufactured before 1st January 1955, or is a l:lroken down motor vehiclebemg 
drawn in consequence of the breakdown. 

4.-(1) Save as provided in, sUl:l~paragraph (2) of this paragraplJ" a direction 
indicator fitted in compliance with <this Part of this Schedule ancl showing a flashing 
light to the front shall not be combined with nor obscure any lamp showing to the 
front a white light being a lamp requited to be carried by or under any enaotment. 

(2) In the case of a vehicle on either side ·Qf which two dir~ction indicators are 
fitted in accordance with the preceding· paragraph an indicator showing a ,f1.asl:ling 
light to the front may be.combinecl with an,electric lamp showing.a white light t9 
the front being a lamp required to be carried by or undel' any enactment , provided 
that-

(a) the power of the lamp does llQt .exceed 1 watts; and 
(b) the indicator is -fitted with a separate electric circuit and either a separate 

eleotric bulb or a separa<te electric fil;:lment., 

5. The total rate4 wattage of the bulb or bulbs illwrtinatingany iildicatorcarried 
in compliance with this Part of this Schedule shall be not less than 15 watts nor more 
than 36 watts. . 

6.~(1) Where a vehicle is equipped on. ~my si4e witl1: a dire~tion i!14icator in 
respeot of which the provisions of paragraphs 1 a114 2 of 1:his P~rt of thUi Schedule 
are complied with,an additional indicator may be carried on that side .provided 
that imysuch indicator complies with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Part I Of this 
Schedule. . , '.. 

(2) Where. a vehicle is equippeil on any side with direction indic.ators in respect 
of which the provisions of paragraph 30f thi's,Part of this Schedule ,are complied 
with, an additional indicator may be carried ,0nthaJ side (excluding ,the frorit or 
rear of the vehicle). Any such ipd~cator Shall be in the fO,rm of a lamp which, ,.when 
in operation; shows a flashing light visible at a r:easoIiable ,distance to road u~ers 
alongside the vehicle. . '... ,. , :,' J . , 


